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THhT PRAYER MEETING.

THAT the weckly assembly for prayer is in many

localities in a stare of chronic languor s hrown
to all who keep their eyes open. It has loug been a
problem with many devout men as to haw tins state
of things can be remedied. Such a meeting, with

poor attendance and no mspiration, takes a:l heart out
of the pastor and his body-guard of Christian nsslsl-l

ants. Besides it attracts no one whose sense of duty
and whose prayer meeting instincts are not very
strong. And so it lingers along in its decrepitude, a
weariness both to flesh and spirit. It is almost a pity
that some prayer mcetings do not die right out, so
that the church might be startled into some measures
for a new order of things. A prayer mecting that 1s
worthy of the name is a confirmation to a Christian's
hope and a helper of his piety. But such a meeung
in a decline is a tax upon patience, and a stimulator
of bad temper.

The weekly meeting, to be attractive and useful,
must have certain indispensable features about 1, to
whick «e would give emphasis. One is good singing.
It often occurs that while poor psalmody will not be
tolerated in the Lord’s day services, anything is
esteemed good enough for the meeting for prayer.
Hymns droned out to some tunes which ought long
since to have been superannuated, have no inspinng
effect. Sharp, clear, rousing hymns and tunes are
never more in place than in the prayer meeting. A
special choir for the week night service, composed of
ten or a dozen of boys and girls from twelve to sixteen
years old, and all singing in unison, would be a wise
provision. With a little Christian pressure such a
choir could be secured in almost any place. Then
there should be wariety and brewity in prayer. In
some meetings the same persons pray night after
night, and in almost the same rotation. One can al-
most predict with dead certainty who will pray and
in what order. To avuid sameness, theie should be a
constant change made in the persons called on to
pray. A new voice 1s generally regarded a treat by
frequenters of a prayer circle. Varicty should be
studied. As to brewvity, few ever sin against it by
being too brief. The tendency is rather to length and
thus to tediousness. Nobody can follow a man who
capers over the whole theological field, and maintain
a calm and Christian spirit. To present a few simple
and earnest requests, and those only which are felt by
the person praying absolute needs, is an art we all
need to study. Long prayers are not the compliment
to the Lord which some people think them to be,
while they keep away many people most effectually
from the prayer concert. As to the address, let that
be short. We do not want a sermon with numberless
divisions and sub divisions ata prayer mecting. There
is too much preaching, and not enough conversation,
as a ru'e, at such a gathering. As a Sabbath school
teacher is not so successful who does all the tatking
instead of making the class talk, so the conductor of
the weekly meeting who preaches is far behind the
one who has the happy art of luring remarks from
others, To take some special subject, such as
“ Amusements for the young,” or * Preaching,” or
“ Banevolence,” or some other, and have it duly an-
nounced from the pulpit the previous Sabbath, and
then have a downright good conversation about it, is
a capital plan. Suggestions both novel and useful
often come out during such atalk. Then as to attend-
ance, solicit persons privalely Lo come. Scores are
only waiting for an invitauon. To oblge a friend
they will come at first, and if the meetings are iater-
esting, they will soon come through interest. If every
person who has found help at the prayer meeting

were to become a Christian courier of its blessings, a
Chustan solicitor of othess, the now empty or half-
filled benches would svon present a differcut appear-
ance.
[ Common sense must guide men into the nght con-
pduct of this means of grace.  Technical rules cannot
+ be lad down, for commumties differ. It 1s one thing
acnty, and another thing along the dark roads of the
ycountry,  But by the apphcauon of common sense,
and carnestness, and des otion, there 15 no good reason
why our prayer mectings m every place should not
find a greae and blessed increase in attendance and
1 power.

UNITY-—-HOU AL WE TO SEEKR IT.
N our reflections on the hindrances to Chnstian
unity, we were led to vbserve the fact that our de-
nominations, for the moust pait, are close corporations
for the promulgation of special aspects of Gospel truth.
The Episcopal Church presents Christ through the
Book of Common Praycr, the Presbytesian insists
upon a Calvinistic Gospel, the Methodist upon an
Arminian, whilst, as a receat occurrence n Don
Mount evidences, the Baptists insist upon the quan-
tity of water as a necessary requisite to an accredited
post in their close communion. Plymouthism is
Pharisaism run mad, and is only useful in teaching
the lesson of the utter hopclessness of finding unity by
breaking asunder fromm denominational lines. There
remains practically but the one path, viz., infusing into
our denominations the spirit of cathohcity, by means
of which they unconsciously find middle walls melting
away and thus gain closer communion, less envying,
and a growing unity.

The Reformers, in their contest with Rome, found
it necessary to appeal, as against the fathers with theiwr
conflicting traditions, to an older standard, the Bible ;
from the medixval to the primitive Charch ; and none
will deny, unless it be for controversial purposes, that
to the New Testament days Christiamity may look
back as those of her surest faith and most earnest hife.
What lessons may we learn therefrom ?

Our creeds are exclusive; is exclusionunity ?  And
how did the early Church preserve its unity? for such
it manifestly had. In all the controversies regarding
the apostolic Church why has the question been not
only unasked but evaded, 1id Chnst and His apostles
demand, either from disciple or teacher, conformity
to any ecclesiastical polity or formulated faith?  Then
follows the very inconivenient inquiry, On what New
Testament ground does any Church that aims at being
more than a sect demand such subscriptionnow? Of
course these irrepressible inquiries do persistently
crop up, and the answer generally is : Apostolic au-
thority was unquestioned, and therefore, in their day,
no other ctiterion of truth was needed.  Unfortunately
the answer does not meet the facts of the case. There
were divisions in the apnstolic Church, not only
among brethren, 1s at Corinth, but betiveen apostolic
teachers and companions.  Yet were these divisions
not treated with majority votes or ecclesiastical ex-
¢ mmunication, but with Christian forbearance and
continued work.

Dr. Killen, a thorough-paced Presbyterian of Ire-
land, in his “ History of the Ancient Church,” has ex-
pressed his views of apostolic unity, and his words,
coming from an upholde: of one of the most systematic
and elaborate standards of modern times, are certainly
not biased by any opposition to creed and polity.
They are a two-edged sword—we may be tempted to
say it cuts the hand that wields it—but they are true :

*“The unity of the apostolic Church was not perfect, for
there were false brethren who stirred up strife, and false
teachers who fomented divisions.  But these clements of
discord no more disturbed the general unity of the Church
than the presence of a few empiy or blasted cars of comn af-
fects the pruduc iveness of anabundant harvest.  Asa body,
the disciples of Chnst were never <o united as in the fist
century. Heresy had yet made hittle impression ; sclusm
was scarcely known ; and charity exerting her gentle frfin-
ence with the brotherkoond, found 1t compuratively casy to keep
the unity of the spivst in the bond of peace.  The members of
the Church had ‘one Lord, onc faith, onc baptism.” JSut
thay unity was very different from uniformity. Theyhad no
canonical furms, no clerical costume, no liturgics [we would

add, nocreeds].  “Fhe prayers of ministers and people varied
according to circumstances, and were dictated by their hopes
andd fears, their wants and sympathies. ‘The unity of the
apostulic Chuich did not consist an ats subordinaion to any
one viuble head or supieme pontiff, for neither Petey nor Paul,
James nor John, pretended to be the governor of the house-
hold of fanh.  Its umty was not ke the umty of a gaol
vhete all the prisonets recetve the same gations, and dwell

A cells of the same constriction, weat the same dress and
10 go to a weekly mceting along the hghted streets of

subint 1o the oiders of the same heeper; but like the unity
of a cluster of stalks of corn, Il spunging from one prolific
grain and ail neh with a golden producs,  Or it may be
hikened o 1he umty of the ocean, where all the parts are
nut of the «ame depth, or the same colour, or the ;ame tem-
peratme, but where all are persaded by the same sabine pre-
servative, ebly and flow, accurding to the same heavenly laws,
and concuran beanng to the ends of the carth the blessings
of civilization and of happiness,”

\We neea to constder more this early unity, to which
we the rathor look for the healing of our divisions in
their vereriess than to the cdium theologicum or
dogmatic theology.

In another paper we shall consider “ creeds” and
their relation to unty.

THERE is a proposal presented to the Iriski Con-
gregatonalists to commemorate the jubilee of their
union by raising £2,000, to be the nucleus of a build-
ing fund or to assist 1n opening new fields of labour.
We hope our Insh brethren will adopt some such
scheme as this. Ireland necds more Protestantism
than it has, and Protestantism of the most pronounced
type too. And where will it find more thorough
Protestantisin than in Congregationalism ?

THINK of it.  The Reformed Episcopal Church of
Amenca, mtending to do something for foreign mis-
sions, chose the American Board as its agent in
spending its money. We are sorry that the scheme
has fallen through. The Reformed Episcopal breth-
ren fecl that at present they are hardly strong enough
to enter upon foreign work. That may be a mistake,
though. But what a recbuke the scheme would have
been to narrow sectarnianism and what a testimony to
the unity of Christ’s followers !

HERE 15 a defimition of religton that will puzzle any
one. Itis from the Rev. John W. Chadwick, a very
radical Unitarian munister of Brooklyn, N.Y. My.
Chadwick is a poet as well as a theologian, and this
fact may account for the  mysticism ” of his language,
Religion, means according to him, * to thnll with re-
cogmuon of the tender grace and awful sweep of
things, and to counvert this passive recognition into a
voluntary cnergy of devotion to the eternal order in
which we find ourselves embosomed.” That defini-
tion 1s no improvement on the old ones.

THE well-known Dr. Chnstlieb, of Bonn, Ger-
many, gives to the world some nussionary staustics.
From him we Jearn that there are now i1n operation
70 missionary socities; 27 of them being 1n Great
Britain, 18 in America, and g in Germany and Swit-
zerland. They empluy some 2,500 European preach-
ers, and 23,000 native teachers and helpers. There
are now connected with the various missions about
1,650,000 converts, of whom 60,000 were won to
Christianity in 1878. The money raised by the soci-
ctics annually amounts to about a milhon and a
quarter pounds sterling, of which about one-half s
contributed in Great Britain. The Bible has been
translated into 226 languages, and the copies circy-
lated number 128,000,000, If these statistics mean
anything, the Church of Christ is aggressive in these
days. Of course, there is room for improvement;
but there is no reason for fear or complaint. The
nations are evangelized. The Church of Christ is on
the whole faithful to its mission.

THE candidature of Dr. Parker to which we a-
luded a week or twoagn, has been met, as wvas to be ex-
pected, by strong denunciations of the impropriety of
his course in entering the political arena. To this
the doctor replies as follows :

‘* No cant that is talhed in this age of cant is so repulsive
to me as this sickly sentimentalism about ministers keeping

to ‘their own proper work.’ What is their own proper
work 2 Will you shut them upan the puipnt, or the study,



