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poar attendance and no Inspiration, l.ikcs ts:l it.rr out . N otîr reflections on the bîtîdrances te Christmant their tu.-eri css than ta thecâtun thieo/ogRWuit or
of the pastor .rd luis bod>.guard af Christian a'sbist- 1l rmnity, sse "'er ed to Lub cisve the tact Lhat Our de- dogiîtaric theuiogy.
ants. Bcsidcs jr aLtracts no anc sshobe scrsse uf dtiry noiainfor the txiust pal , aer doseccorpor.ttmons lts another palier nse shail consmder 1'creeds"1 and
and whose prayer meeting instincts are not serý for thse promnulgation of sper-.tl aspects of Gospel truth. tlieir rttito 1.0 tttt.
strang. An%: s0 it lingers along in its clecrepîtude, a The Episcopal Citurcit presents Christ through thec
weariness belth ta flesh and spirit. 1It is aimast a pity Book of Cammon l'raycr, the Presbyteirian insists TIFRE is a proposai prcscnted ta the Irish Con.
that some prayer meetings do nat die right out s ,pont a Calsinibtic Gospel, the MNethodist tipan an gregationalisLs ta camissensorate the jîmbilee of their
that the churcli inight be startled into some mensures Arnsinian, whilst, as a recent occurrence in Dan union b>' ratsing £2,aoa, ta be te nucleuas of a build-
for a new order af rhings. A prayer meeting that is Manmnt es'idenccs, the Baptists insist upan the qutan- ing fotnd or tea ssist mn apening new iieids of labour.
worthy of the naine is a confirmation ta a CitrisLian's tiLy of water as a necessary requisite ta an accredîrcd We hope aur Irish brcthren ss'li adolpt some such
hope and a helper ai bis piery. But soch a mnctng Post in their close cro'n-nunion. PIlyssouthisss is schittne as this. Ireiand necds marte I'rate3tantism
in a decline is a tax upan patience, and a stimuJarar i>harisaismn run mnar, and is aniy useful in tcaclsing than it has, and i'rotestantmsnt af rthe mast pranaunccd
af bad temper. the tesson ai te tnter hapelessness aoft"ncing unity by type taa. And where sviil it ftnd mare tharaugis

The weekly meeting, ta be attractive and useflîl, break-ing asunder fraint denaminational lines. There Protestantisin titan in Ccngrcgatmonaiism?
must 'lav'e certain indispensable features abu ît tarmins pracrically brît the anc paru, vuz., infrtsing into
whic}' ae wauld give emphasis. One s goodsiiguziýc. aur dcnarmnarians the spirit ai c.îrholmcmty, by isans TwINK of ut. The Refarmed Episcopal Clturcb of
It aftn occurs that wbie poor psaltnady wmll not be ai which nhey uncnnsr iouslv find middle walls rnelting Amerîca, mîtenclîng ta do sonienhing for forcign mis-
tulerated in the Lord's day services, anyrhing is away and thus gain coser commtunion, icss envytng, stans, chose rthe American Bloard as iLs agent in
esteemeni goed enough for the meeting for pra>'er.
Hymns droned out ta some tunes ss'hmcli ouglit lonsg
since te have been superannnsated, have no insptntng
effcct. Sharp, clear, rausing hymins and tondes are
neyer mare in place than in the prayer meering. A
speciai choir for tht sveek night service, canîposed af
ten or a dozen af boys and girls fromn tsv tise ta suxteen
years aid, and aIl singing in unisan, svoîld bc a svise
pravision. With a littie Christian pressure sut.h a
chair couid be secured in almost an>' pince. Then
there shouîd be varie/y and brevily in Oa.yer. In
sorte meetings the same persans pra>' niglit afrer
night, andi in almost tise same rotation. One can ai-,
most prtdict svitb dead certaint> %svite wil lira>% and
in what order. To a% oid sameness, theic isould be a
constant change made in tise persans called on ta
pray. A ntw voice ms generally regarded «a treat b>
frequenters of a prayer circle. Variet>' should be
studied. As ta brevity, fews cs'er sins ngainst mt by
being too brief. Thetnendency is railler ta icngth and
thus La tediousness. Nobody can tnliaw a nî,nn %Yhu
capers aver rise witoit theoiogicai field, and niainrato
a calim and Christian spirit. To prescrnt a (tn' simple
and earnest requesrs, and nhese only snhich are fc-lt by
tht persan praying absolute neeris, is an art wt ail
need ta srudy. Long prayers arecflot thte compliment
ta tht Lord which saune people tbink them ta be,
while they keep avvay maiy people mest effecruîalîy
tramt tht prayer concert. As ta the addiress, let that
be short. We do net t-afnt a sermon wsirh numnberless
divisions and sub divisionsa ra pra> er mctmng. There
is tao much precaclsing, and not cncsugh conversation,
as a ru!e, at such a gathering. As a Sabbatiî scitool
teacher is flot so successtul who dees ail tise talking
instead af making rthe ciass talk, s0 rte concluctor of
tht wceekly meeting who preaches is fair bchind tht
one wliq bas tbe happy art of iuringr remarks trans
others. To takt some special subject, such as
'lAmusements for the >'anîng,t' or ri 1>rcaching,m or
«' Bem'.evalencettî or soie other, and htave it dol>' ani.
nounced front the puipir the previous Sabbath, and
then have a donvnrighr gond conversation about it, is
a capital plan. Suggestions bath nas'ei andti useful
ofren cameecttduring such a îak. Then.as ta attend-
ance, so/icit j6ersos tivaie/y Io camne. Scores are
only waiting for an invitation. To obligc a friend
tbey wiii came ar flrst, and if tht meetings arc inter-
esting, they will soots cornse through interest. If every
person ss'lo lias f1oun'i iîclp at rite pra>'cr mîîceing

an'd a grawing unir>'.
Thli Retarusiers, in thcmr conrest svith Rame, foîind

mt riccessar>' ta appeai, as igainst te fathers with rhetr
confliccing traditians, ta ani older standard, the Bitble;
trom the mcdi.cvai ta the primitive Chrtrch ; and noue
ns iii den>', unlcss it bc far controsersiai purposes, that
ta the Newv Testament days Clsristianmry miay laok
back as thase cf ber surest faitit and most carnest life.
\Vhat lessans may we iearn thercfrom ?

Oumr creeds arc exclnmsive; is exclusion unit>'? And
how did the tar> Clsurch preserve îrs uniry ? for sucb
it nîanitestly had. In aIl tht contras ersies regardîng
the aposrolic Chnmrch wsy litns rthe qutestion been not
nuI unasked but tsaded, Did Chirist aînd His aposries
dernand, cirhier train dibciple or reaciter, coniorinmry
te any ecclc>iasr ical pol ity or tornt ul.tted iîh ? Then
foiluws the sery încunscnieust inqwîry, On %sshat N<ew
Testamenr grotsd dues an>' Ciurc h thar ainis at bemng
more titan a secr demland suci subzcrîption now? 0lf
course these irrepressible inquiries do persistenriy
crop up, and the anstwer ger.craII is -. Apostulir. au-
rhoriry %vas tînquesrtoned, and terefore, in their day,
nie otiier ci irerion ofttruti ssas needed. tJnforrunateiy
te ansss'r does flot iteet tht filats ai thte case. There

wserc divsions iLn the apostolic Church, flot only
auttang brcrhirem, 'is at Corinth, but bctwcen a-postoiic
teachc'rs and companians. Vet 'sert these divisions
nat treatcd with majariry votes or ecclesiastical ex-
c. mmunicatian, but wirh Chtristian torbearatîce and
continssed work.

Dr. Killen, a rhot'ough-paced I>resbytcrian af Ire-
laind, in tis " i-listory af the Ancient Churcb," bas ex-
prcssed bis vicws ai ;'posolmc uniry, anîd isis ssords,
coming i rom an tupliolde. of ane oft the mast systematic
and elaborate standards ofmodern tirnes, art cerLaînly
net biased ly any opposition te creed and poliry.
Tht>' are a tsna cdged ssvurd-sve ma>' be tempted te
sa' it coLs rte bsand titat wiclds it-but tisey are trot

'' The unity ai rhc apostoic Church was nur perfect, fer
there stere fal',e lîrethrrn %%ho stirred op sîrife, anti taIse
Lec-itlers wico tomtteustcd divsions. Ilim bisese clemtet,'n' ut
disctrb nu nmore: disturlied the genciai oniîy ai the Churcit
.han the îîrecencc ai a few cîmmpiy or lil.ttd cars of coin aI-
<ices the prsduc osîe' f an atîsndant h-.rvet. AMa body,
te ofcmse utchrtst titre uîes'cr C) uuicrl as in the fltst

centory. ' lercsy liait yen nide litule impsress.ion ; scicisni
ws's scarcel>' k'uîwn ; anîd c/ca rzf î exertcîc4 her -etille nfu
etire wi/c Mie brot/u'rlca'd, /.'uu/ il cop.rativ'tj' ean' ta keep
thle uniity o i lu' spiri t th ond oIlî'eîce. The sisemlbtr of
the Clinjcis ha 'ont: Lard. <'ne faill, anc bapmism.' But
rt*er uni/y as very dc/Jeresc//ranc un:furrnity. Tiuey had na
canotticai torns, mia cicrical coarutue, mia liturgie> [ste ss'ould

spending irs maney. WVe arc sarry that the scheme
bas failen through. The Refarmed Episcapai breth-
rien fe that at preFent they are hardly strong enossgh
ru enter upon foreign work. That may be a mistake,
tougi. But what a reboke the scbernc wauid bave
been to mtarrov secrarmanmsm and what a testiman>' ta
rhe unity of Christ's foilowers!

11 ER. ms a definsrmon ai religion that sviil puzzle any
anc. Ir is front the Rev. johin W. Chtadwick, a very
radical Unirarman mlîtnsrcr of Brooklyn, N.Y. Mr.
Chtadwick is a paet as well as a theologian, atnd this
tact may account for the " mystmcsi" cf itis language.
Religion, menus accordait, ta ins, 1' ta thrîii wirb re-
cognition of the tender grace and atwtmil sweep of
tbings, and to t..onvert tits passive recognition into a
voiuntary energy ai devation ta the eternai arder in
svhmch we find ourseives emsbosomcd." Tit defini-
tmen is no mmprovcisent an rte aid cnes.

THE vvell-known Dr. Chrisilieb, cf B~onn, Ger-
msany, gi'.es to the worid somne nmssmnary srattsttcs.
Fromnt huat we iearn that there are now in operatman
70 mîissionary socities ; 27 af thrtit bemng mn Great
I3ritain, î8 in Anterica, atnd c) in Gcrmany ansd Swit-
zer!and. Tltey empioy somne :!,5oo European preacb..
ers, and 23,o00 native reachers and belpers. There
aire now connected witb tht various missions about
1,65o,aloo Converts, ofl whom 6aaoa were won to
Christianity in 1878. Tht mnaney ramsed by tht soci-
cries annually amaunts to about a miion and a
qumartier pauincs strring, of svhicit about anc-hait is
contributed in Great Britaîn. The Bible bas been
tra.nsltatcd into 2z6 languages, and thse copies circu-
i.ured liuisiber z28,ooo,oo. If these Statitics mean
anything, the Chturcli of Christ is aggressmve in these
days. 0f course, there is roans for insprovement;
but rhtere is no reaban for fear or camplaint. Tht
nations irecevangelizcd. T1he Clsurci af Christ is on
the wisole fatiriul ta its mission.

TIrE candidature of Dr. P>arker ta witicb we ai-
luded a %veck or tvo aga, has been met, as was roe cx-
pecred, b>' srong denuinctations ot the intprapriety of
hmts cour>e in entering tht polirical arena. To tbis
the doctor replmes as folaws:

11No catit ntat is talke1,d in tii age o( cant is soi reptsisive
ta nme as thms sickly senLiunentaiisn about ministers Iceeping
ra 'Limeir own proper work.' WVhat le rheir awn praper
work, ? XVili >'o sit tilî u) mi tule lîuiPit, or rhe study,


