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expense of his righteousness; or hie righteousness at tlhe sacrifice of hic love.
Be ivili not deal with the sovereignty of God te the ignoriîlg of the free agency of
mon; neither ivili lie se constantly urge the invitations of the Gospel as to lead
mon te forget that t'ho IJely Ghost is needed by theni. Haif-truths are the meet
iinsidious forme of errer, and many of the hiaif-truths that are so popular in
these days have had their origùi in the negklct of a therougli and eysteinatic ex-
pository treatniont of the Word of God.

A fourthi advantagye of this inethod ie that it wiil promzote biblicad intelligence
«mong our hearers. %Ve are in great danger of overrating the Bible knowledge
of our hearers. There are whoIe books of Seripture which are as mucli an un-
explored territory to miany of themn as the interior of Africa. Ask the average
worshipper to find the prophecies of Zephaniali, and cee what a weary work lie
will niake of hie searcli. The titith je that in the closet, the parlour, and the
counti.ng-room men are overlayiing the Word of God beneath the mountain of
new books that are forever îssiiing frorn the proses; and, therefore, ministers in the
pulpit slîould givo it only the greater proininence, and seek to increase at once
the acquaintance of their hearers wvith it and their roverence for it.

But, as a final advantage of this method, I mention the fact, that in the conrse
of preparation for lis exository discourse, the preacher will acquire great store of
mierials wltich lie cau use for other purposes, and especially will have suggested ïo
him fresh subjects for topical sermions. He will be able to gather up xnany " chips"
frorn his expository " workshop,> which after the fashion of Max Muller ho can

1work into independeat producetions. In writing an ordixiary sermon the preacher
is griving, out frf.mt a store which lie had forrnerly accurnuiated ; but in preparing
an expository sermon lie is, adding largeiy to hie resources. Besides, niany topics
are suggested to, hirn by the contact of hie therne for the time with hie mimd, as
it je affected by the experiences tliroughl which ho lias been passing ; and so hoe
will gradually accumulate a store of subjects; wvhich -%vill cave hirn frorn that rnost
horrible of ail drudgcries, the hunting for a text. lu my own experience for many
yeare no difficulty liab been experienced by me on this score; and I trace that to
the fact that 1 have steadily devoted ono service every Lordse Day to the censecu-
tive exzposition of soine portion of the sacred Scriptures.

But, in reply, to ail this, it is said that such proaching ie not popular. To
this objection two answers, may bo given. Firet, the nîinister lias to consuit the
benefit of hic hearers, as well as their tbutes ; and when the two conflict, lie lias
tu prefer that which wvill promote the former, rather than that wvhichi will gratify
the latter. But, second, why is this sort of preaching not popolar ? le itnxotble-
cause too rnany of those who have atternpted it have done ce without any ado-
quate idea of its difficulty, and have goné- on with it in the most slovenly manner?
They have taken te exposition because they believed it wvas casiler than sermon-
izing. They have lrnd recourse to, it with the feeling of hirn wlio said "I like
to take a whole chanter for a text, because when I ain persecuted in o-ie verse 1
caa fiee to aniother."; Now schc proaching doos xîot desorve to ho popular, and it
is a proof of our people's good sense that it is not popular. No man can eucceed
t lere without great labour. But here also labour, wisely carried on, wvill coaquer
1ail thîngs. Lot thc preacher rernember, huwever, tint hoe muet iîot turu the pul-
pit into the chair of the exegretical professer, and spend a long time in huntiiug
downesore poor Greoi particie or digging up corne obscure Rebrew root. Pro-

Icesses are for te stu'; j recuits, are for the pulpit. Do not gatiier into your dis-
1course ail the opiniions of ail coinnientators, ancient or modern, German or
Aniorican ; for tint will both, confuse tic niind and exhaust the patience of your
hearers. State your own conclusion, wvith the grounds on which it rests, and
thon go forward to prose tie practical application of your thenme te the consciences
of your hearers and tie circunustauces of your tinuos. This sort of preaciingy -

asteexamples of many who, have triod it prove-will ho both popular and pro-
oabe fccding alikoe both preacior and people, and giving te, beth a new relish for

the Word of God.-Dr. W. MV. Taylor.


