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bold man Who would nffirm thomn to bo less than the ovils incidentai te
liberty." Il Disordor ini Our Churelies, disability of our niinistors, and
tvranny of' influential and wealthy individaals are comparatively rare. Tho
minister who is most fuithful to God, and the Most fearless otf nan; is the
most honourcd." Il'It is but a slhallow philosophy that would himit moral
freedoin hocauso it is soinetimes nbused, or that would train mon to iLs use
by dopriviog thena of it." IlThe truc roînody for Church diserder is to, be
mought, flot in retributive or reprossive law, but in higlhor moral feeling, in
the acquisition of groater self-control, in tho grace which will enablo us to
submit ourselves one te, another in the fear of God.'"

2. The irregular formation of Churclies. "lOur very principleocf Con-
gregational independonce enablcs any dezen individuals ivho îuay soecheose
to designato Lhomselves an Independent Churcli. Neither have ive any
legislative power te disfranchise churche5 that have dwindled down into
inability." IlFew thiugs are the causes of greater embarrassmoent than the
unwise sanction which personal, good nature too often gives te tiiese cases."
<'Lot but churches and ininisters resolvo that in ail sucli mattors they will give
,no individual sanction willkoui l e concurrence of tke fdlowshtip Io which Ilie'y
bdong ; aul let e<ich associab.ofecl thai il bclongs Io it as suc/L to Pronotince
on eack case." Thrce remedies were suggosted for the evils resulting fromu
the existence of a multitude of weak Churches, with Ilmendicant " pastors
-the affiliation of the smaller Churches to largor; the uniting of sinai
adjoining Churehes under one pastor, his rninistry beïng supplemented by
occasional preachers; and their becoming missionary stations, contented to
have a missienary agent, and cerne under missienary regulatioris. And it
was suggested that county associations, charitable societies. and irifluential
ininisters, should use ail their moral influence to secure, tho adoption cf such
remedies.

3. The supply and character of niinisters-a subjeet, mucli discussed at
present. A strong plea vas made for a thorougý,hly edueated ininistry-
"Our holiest names are our niost learned, iFlewe and Owen, Charnock and

Goodwin, Watts and Doddridge." The preaching of Iaymen was advocatcd,
but not te the exclusion of a ministry. IlWith this unrestricted provision
for the exereise of every gift of Church-memnbers, it becoines proportion-
ately momentous that every pastor should receive a wise and liberai culture/ý'
Yet it seeras that of' 1,788 ministers in England, 450 had lad no knewn
specifle edtication for their work. Lt was strongly urged that those who
prove themnselves te have mistakenly cntered the ministry ho kindly assisted
te retire froni it. IlNo mistake oaa ho more injurious than te liold te a
virtual theery of the indelibility of orders.," "Il e who, having tried iL,
bas fhiled, may, without the slightest discredit, confess his failure, his mis-
conception of the sphere for which God really has endowed him." Lt is ne
truc liclp of a brother te attempt vainly te sustain him in a failure. IlYcry
strenueus efforts should bo made te keep a finm hold of the more giftcd of
,our students, se as te prevent their preniature, and suicidal settlement."
"11Our chief difficulty is te find mon for out best positions." IlOne great
reason why our own more educated and more giftod yeung men de net more
largely give themnselves te Our ministry Mnay be, tînt uïinisterial success is
-necessarily problematical, inagmuel as personal qualification is the ouly possi-
bility of sucoess ; and this eau on-ly ho .tested by experienee. A conference
,of the manag-ers of' the various Colleges was proposed te take up the whole.
-question df inisteiial e&d.ueu x-4 The injurious facility with which .ordý,


