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A GOOD BUSINESS OPDNI\(,-——I'IRL I\*SUR:\\'C

Tur CANADIAN \h\vnmuuu has several times of late
made reference to the fanet that the manufacture of vapor
stoves is o very large, thriving, and profitable industry in the
United States, and expressed surprise that Canadin energy
and capital had not long before this embarked in the same
en‘erprise in the Dominion. We are in veceipt of a letter from
one of the Jargest and most rveliable manufacturing compames
in Ontario in which we are informed that that concern a few
vears ago had made all necessary arrangemeuts to manufacture
vapor stoves, but such great prejudice against thew use was
discovered to exist on the part of the tive insurance companies
as to compel the abandomment of the scheme until such time
as the insurance companies had moditied their views and re-
linquished their objections. The companies in which the manu.
facturing concern here alluded had cffected their five insurance
notiied our informant that they would cancel all policies
wherever vapor stoves might be used. Out covvespondent
states that his attention had beendirected totheconvenience and
utility of these stoves, having seen them and investigated their
mer’s in the United States, and that he had bought one for
use in his own family, but was compelled to abandon its use
under the demand of the insurance people,

This is indeed an anomalous condition of affairs. An in-
dustry that would give occupation to large capital and em-
ployment to hundreds of skilled workmen and artisans, and
the products of which would conduce to the economy, welfare
and comfort of every fumily in Canada which might use them,
absolutely suppressed and choked out of iife by the anaconda
constrictions of insurance companies. The Czar of Russia nor
any other tyrant could be wore despotic, and serious questions
for the consideration of Canadian manufacturers, for capita.
lists sceking profitable investient, and for the insurance com-
panies themselves are “Shall this condition continue; and
what is the remedy for it?

The insurance companies urge that capital is proverbially
timid; that it is quickly withdrawn from business on the ap-
pearance of anything that will make its investment extra
hazardous, and that the use of vapor stoves creates such a
condition.
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‘These companies very willingly take risks on pro-1
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risks in which these are ineluded, the would Le insurers will
become their own underwriters, in which events there would
be no business for them [t is not denied that wasoline is
very inflammable and more or less dangerous where carelessly
handled, but it is no wore dangerous than coal ori, and
statistics show that in the United States within a certain
specified time, out of 2 the thirtysin kuown causes of fives
oceurring, those arising from jgnitions or explosions of gasoline
were fewest in number sive about a dozen.  In other words
there wers only about & dozen causes of fives less dangerous
than gacoline, while there were two dozen causes more danger-
ous. of capital as invested in
inswrance companies would uaturally lead to their interdicting
the use of gasoline and vapor stoves where they have the power
to enforce their tyranny  They would do the same no doubt
as regavds friction nat hes and many other appliances of
domestic comfort if they could, and it remains to be seen if
these people cannat be brought to their senses in Cauada ve-
ganding the matter as they have been in the United States.

Of cowrse the “conservatism

[This matter will be further discussed m another issue of
this journal.  Entrow.]

THE PROPOSED LAW REGARDING SMOKE
CONSUMPTION,

A rew weeks ago amove was quictly inaugurated in this
city looking to the suppression of the so-called “ smoke nuis-
ance” by a by-law of the city council. A petition was formu-
lated sotting forth that the smoke constantly being emitted
from the chimneys of the industrial establishments of Toronto,
and she sout, dirt and discomfort incident thereto, was unbear-
able, and that, being unuecessary, ought to be abated as a
nuisance  This petition, which was very numerously signed,
was presented to the city council, who, after hearing consider-
able volunteer ex-parte testimony regarding the matter, re-
ferred it to an appropriate committee with instructions to
investigate and report.

The first that the partics most interested, to wit, the local
manufacturers and large consumers of coal fuel knew of the
matter was through the city daily papers the next day when

perty where gas and coul oil are used for illuminating and  reporting the proceedings of the council the previous night.
alinwy pwposes; where gunpowdereven, aud other cxplosi\'cs".l'his development occasioned a called meeting of the Toronto
are stored ; where cigars and pipes are smoked, and where members of the Canadian Manufacturers® Association, at which
many other things are done and permitted that ave quite as'a committee was appointed to confer with the committee of
dangmous in their character as ave vapor stoves But they the city council with » view to prevent any hasty or injurious
comprehend that the disposition of the general public is such legislation. One or more conference meetings have been hield
that these things are considered indispensable to comfort, and by these committees, and although the council committee have
that if the insurance companies ave not inclined to accept not yet reported, it is not at all probable that ‘they will ve-



