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nie for a few moments—Christ’s superintend- | of Pentecost, and the mere Christian body,
ence of' the Church by the instrumentality of | the mere organism, is moved with light, Lt
the nunisters of the (fospei. the great living prophet of his church bend
1. Let usconsider, #irst, in some particulars, | over it, touch it with the power of his incar.
the relation of the reiguing Mediator to the ) nate reign, and breathe into the lifeless corpse
whole Church. j of the divinely built, but divinely deseriel
(1) He is the great fountain of spiritual | tabernacle, and members of the church he
light. He has given the outiard light of re- | siege heaven with prayers, hearts burst with
velation by prophets, by personal teaching, | praise, hands are open and missions flourish,
and by apostles.  Now, when he has ¢ gone to | The waters of comfort prevail over the carth,
the Father,” he gives spirttual light. j The light and life of Christ ave the fountajns
The last prophet of the Old Testament | of the church's existence.
«losed the ancient canon in these words: “ But, {23 Christ is to the Church as a High priest,
unto you that fear my nume shall the Sun o/’ to supply the oil of his spirit.
Ihuhteousness avise with healing in his wings:™ | When oil is awanting, alamp does not bur,
‘The last prophct of the New 'I'estament be- | When it is low, the light is fecble, and fli.
holds Jesus, 1n vision, beaming on tie Church | ers. When the bowl of oil is full, then the Lun,
with a countenance, as wien * the sun shineth | of the church's spirvitual light and spiritu,
in his strengan.” It is well to remember what | loveliness Llazes bright and clear. 1t was the
ihe suu is to the world of nature.  Absolute | fundiun of the high pricst in the temple, to
darkness should hold its cmpire over the 1 replenish at stated times, the oil in the bow,
labe, and even the meon could not bestow a of the golden candlestick, that “its sacred
horrowed light upon a benighted world. Were | vourts might never want that holy symbol of
it possible, streams might flow, birds might | spiritual knowledge and spiritual prosperit.
«ing, lulls might swell out their huge sides to| It is the function of our great IHigh pries
~ourt the light, mountains, in wild carcer,might j to muke Lis church ¢‘arise” from the “mijx
toss their fantastic tops, and send down tor- | clay” of sin and open vice, the plague tha
rents from a thousand springs into the thiisty | smirounds her on every side, “and shine”
vales, breezes might fan the globe, and clouds | with his glory «nd his * comeliness.”
fill their vapory cells with rain; the whole| Brethren in Christ ! It is not hard to tel!
wamework might be perfect: butif the sun | when the oil is low in the lamp of the Church,
were 20t to rise upon the world, and day not | Do men belong to the church who seck to ob.
to follow night, ull this colossal preparation | tuin certain temporal advantages by their cl-
would be in the midst of the sphieres, cold and | hesion ? o men think and talk of the chuz
sepulghreal. as a mighty tomb of fiezen acath. | as a political instrument merely, to be worked
Let the sun shine, hewever, and ail is life aud | as a political question to the attainment of a
action; man lives and gues to his daily work, | politican advantage® Do men frequent the
inferior creaiures gambol, forests expand their | courts of the Lord's house as a mere tribute

broad and brawny limbs, and beauty soothes
the spirit, and plenty erowns the labors of man.
So, too, a human soul may be perfect iu its

to custom? Do men keep their religion for
display in the public ordinances of the church
and ncglect the seeret offices of the closet?

powers: its facuities may be fit to traverse the | Do men listen to the serviees of the Lords
highest paths of learning: there may taberna- | house in a critical captious spirit? Do men
cle in that soul a piercing intellect and o flam- | in comfortable circumstances grudge every
ing fancy, Hlashing its images quicher than, copper given to the gospel, and caleulate it 2
lightning from pole to pole; and there may | a lost penny 2 Are the members of 2 charch
heat in that soul a noble heart, every pulsation | supporting no mission > Do they imaghe
sobbing, consciously or unconsciously, for re- | that their duty is done and well done, whe
tuge and for rest in God; but while that soul, they suppore the gospel among themselse,
isuntouched by the light of the Saviour’s media- | and do they seem quite happy to deny then-
torial life, by a ray from the triumphant Re- | sclves the rapture of extending the gospel fi
decmer upon his mediatorial throne, though the obedience of the faith among all natios?
all the operations of mind may be perform-| Do men profess to adhere to the bible ad
ed. its results are Gwarfish, its meral powers evidently persist in taking their moral pried
are undeveleped, its emotions are wasted, its | ples from the customs of the world? ks
wspirations are unsatisfizd, and its carcer leads | and there the oil, the baimy influence, the gi
through the miseries of spiritaul to the hogrors | ritual breath of the great High priest, whoz
of final doom. “the heavens have received, is low in th
So too is it with the visible Churdh. The | eandlestick of the church.”

framevork of the visivle Chureh is the work | Let us be mindful of our circumstsnes
of that great. God who created this universal | We live in a world where troubles press thil
frame, and its moral machinery is perfection | upon us.  The wants of the flesh are urgest
nself. Amd many haman stains and bedoud- | Great civil and temporal questions are so b
mgs it bears the maras of a Divine hand. | sorbing, that attention to them takes the plad
Lutit may be a dead frame, and in many cases | of religion. Church and state are ever &
lLas been a noble preparation without results. | anon rocking with agitation. We need thatth
et Christ, however, the source of light and | Saviourbestow upon us much of his spirit,md
lie, breathe and blaze upon it, as on the day | of the ministration of the comforter, to ma



