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tion that one of the parties bas found the
Confession iii error, or that anotlier bas
violatcd it, and either insinuation will b.
repudintcd on both sides.; and henco it is
to bc bopcd that buch will not be attempted.

Should any reniunstrate that new liglit
biu broken in siîc the Westminster Con.
fession was coîni,iled, and that such new
light should fiîîd expresuion iu tho basis,
we do flot questionî tle statement, but we
question the inference. To mako changes
on the confession now, either on itsclf or on
ita relation te the church, in to alter the
whole character of the union negotiations.
The union comînittees cannot tako up such
questions. The hibtory and bindlng power
of confessions of faith are the great (lues.
tiens of the age. The scripturainess of
many expressions in our confession is, aiso,
nlot one question but many. It is a simple
fact that the earliest church fiormulas were
of the simplest nature. It in also a simple
fact that during the two hundred years
since the confession, biblical, learning bas
achieved its greatest triurnphe since the
ascension of our Lord> and that noue of
that ligbt bas been admitted into the
columns of our confesion-sud it if: by
no ineaus in the spirit of stemn and unrea-
sonable constitutionaliste, who believe
themselves r%,igt and ai others wrong-
who think that bectiuse they bave a sort of
a conscience, no one else bas sucb an organ,
and Who, could easily be sbown that the
true practice of our ancient ehnrch ln
against them. We mean simply that it in
no business of a union committee te, talce
up sncb matters. Ail such questip-.is must
lie over for the church- of the future. The
first and essential condition of union now
la a simple adberenee te the. one common
standard as tihe point whrere &il were one
wheu they parted company. The road
tisey may travel afterwardu fa a future
questiôn for theïr united wisdom.

The -Rev. Dr. Jenkins sailed for Brit-.
ain on.IYay lith to attend the. meeting
of the General Assembiy ia Edinbürgb.

UNION ON THE OTHER 810E 0F THE
ATLANTIO.

This ln a proposai in which, tise Clîuîrch
of Scotland has flot been by plan or by
actual negotiations included. it bam bien
confined to, two ofl'shoots and active rivals
of thse National Churcis. About ten ycars
ago tbe public letters of Sir George Sinclair
were the occasion of somne Ieading city
ministers of the Free and Unîited Presby.
terian Churches conferring togetiier ivith a
view to union. Early deliberations ivere
se harmonious that even thse more cyical
portion of the publie wero of thse opiinion
that, tisougis deiay wouid be necessary, yet
ten years would. scarceiy elapse ere tise pro.
posed union would be consumamated. Yet
ten yeari of'active negotiation aud dilligent
use of ail those methods of agitation aud
popular influence, with which the projectors
were se familiar, bave passed away, and tho
union is now fartiser away tItan before the
conferences began. Contending factions,
for aud againat, have rendered thse Fret
Church particulariy a scene of perpetual
exeitement. Thero has been more bar.
mohy of movement in tlie U. P. Church,
but sonne leading muen ther. also are op.
posed, aud, if opposition bc not 50 dernon-
strative as in tise great debate !)f 1864) it
may be because tbey have ceased to beliere
in thse ultimate success of thec movement in
any otLer senso tissu as a means of pro.
ducing a serlous scissm in the most energetie
dissenting denomination la Britain, aud
the. mont successful rival of ail dissenting
churches-one whose efforts have thrown
tises ail in to tise shade. The wvise leaders
of the U. P. Chuvish msy see that a calm
attitude sud, at iesst, an apparently bar.
menions action ln approval of union are a
wise policy; for, if thse union does not pro.
ceed, it will probably split the Frec Chureh,
and if it dôes proceed, it will both splît the
Free Chureli and snpply them, lu thse adher-
enceof thsé uniting por-tion, With active aid
lu carrying on their ancient fend with ail
ettablisbed cisurcheJ;.

AS to tisé Free- Churcis, the negotiations
bave been for sème years brought up to ths
point of union, and over &pain referred to


