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THE MUNIPAL MANUAL. C ontaining
the Municipal and Assessment Acta
and Rules of Court, for the Trial of
Contested Municipal Elections, with

ýotes8 Of aîl decided cases, etc. By
R0OBERT A. HiARRisoN, Esq., B.C.L.,
Q).C. Third edition. Toronto
Copp, Clark & (Jo., 1874. p.p. 87 1.

In the year 1858 Mr. Harrison suc-c-essfully launched his first Municipal
Manual. In 1867, nine years afterwards,a second edition appeared, ihich wvaseven more successful than thle tirst. The
innumerable changes made by Vie Legis-
lature, from timle to time, Wvere consoli-
dated in the Act of 1873, and this Act is
the text taken by Mr. Harrison for bis
third edition. In every respect the last
is the most comiplete and satisfactory work
of the three. Few men at tlie Bar, if
any, have as great a fainiliarity wvith.
municipal law as the editor of this man-
ual. That thorouigh knowledge of t.he
subject, combined wvith his 0untiring
industry and application, lias enabled
Mr. Harrison to produce a work which is
ilivaluable, not 01n1Y Vo those concerned
in the managemnent of ournlunicil)alaffairs,

but also Vo the Beucli and Bar , Who haveto interpret and carry ont the laws affect-
ing them.

The pre.faciel to the third edition spealks
feelingly of the endlless alteratiosith
law "If the Legislatur o in thre
could be induced, for a fwssinV
refrain froin i rangliîig the Acta so that

ther rovsins oud become more gen-erally and better understood, it would beto the Public advantage," FIew will ob-ject to the8e observations : the truth ofY them is Voo patent, and the same Vhing
has even been remarked by, the Bencli.

The necessitiels and Peculiarities of this
country are iîaturally akin and in a great
Ineaure similar to those of the greatAnglo Saxon offshoot lig Vo the southof us, and in miany branches of law wehave derived great assistance from the
labors Of those xnany learned men whohave illustl-atedj and dliscussed the sub.

Ï jects they treat of in the light boti of
bnîs andArnerican decisioîîs. Astext-ivriters the Ainerican jurists have

been eminentîy successful their mode oftreatment being enerally niarkel1)ly great

researcli and thoroughness. Amongst
the number mnay be classed Hon. Mr.
Dillon, a judge of one of the Circuit
Cou'rts of the United States. le recent-
ly published a work on Municipal Law,
which ils a standard authority on that
subject ini the United States, and hias
also been found of great assistance to
those lawyers in this country who have
had occasion to refer to it. We notice
that 'Mr. Harrison has (with the author's
special permission) borrowed largely from
this "mine of municipal wd alth." So
that, practically, ail that ils bo be found
there of use to us ini this cou îîtry, is re-
produced in its appropriate place in Mr.
Harrison's manual.

In another brandi of Iaw %wiceh lias
lately been prominently before the pub-
lie--the trial of election petitions-we
have the benefit of the editor's experience
in the notes to the sections of the «Muni-
cip)al Act relatiîîg toi contested elections.
The siinilarity of the main provisions in
*this ;.ct to those of the Provincial, DJo-

iniion, and Im)perial Statutes, enables
one wvho ils familiar ivith the principles
which underlie the (lecisions, to give the

* greatest assistance t<) those who are inter-
ested iii the trial of contested Municipal
elections. Mr. Harrison bias iii this re-
spect also added greatly Vo the value of
h is nianual.

Another very important subject, wvhich
has also received Mr. Ilarrison's most
careful attention, is that of the sale
of lands for taxes. The notes on the

Ipoints under the Statutes in that be-
haif are very full and complote.

The manual is 80 well known from the
two previous editions, that the mere an-
nouncement of its publication will pro-
cure a ready sale. It is pleasing Vo corne
acroas a law-book, written in Vhs country
by a inember of our Bar, that may be
finiandially a success. Generally "1virtue
ils its own reward," but the subjects which,
have been selected by MNar. Harrison Vo
examine and illustrate, have been hand-
led by hin in sucli a practical and satis-
factory way, that there is reason to hope
that he lias, to some extent at ]east,
escaped the usual fate of those venture-
soine and public-spirited. individuals who
have, like himself, either as legal jour-
nalists, text writers, or annotators, en-
deavored to supply the want feit by their
brethren, at great labor Vo themselvee,


