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WVORM-SNAKES AND> SNAKE-WvoRM>S.

tipon rare occasions and at long intervals, the field-naturalîst
in his ranibles cornes across a strange grayish otd-rope-like object
lying on the --round but moving forward very slowvly and bearing
a reniarkable resemiblance to sorte strange kind of sulake. These
aire known as "%worm-snake.s" and are madle up of rnyriads of the
gçra.yishi or lcaden-coloured larvace called 'l snake-wvorms " which
are the maggi,,ots of certain gnats belonging to the genus Sciara.
These gnats are superficially sornewhiat like mosquitoes but have
nuuchi nore conspicuous antennoe, and hav. also the important
clifference of habit that they do :îot bite. The rnaggots of sev'eral
kinds of thiese gnats have gregarious habits and some m.ay he
fotind iii dense nmasses under the bark of trees. Whien full-g-rownl
the sniake-worms are about ýý of ain inch long and a littie thicker
than an ordinary pin, of a dirty wvhite colour, tapering slighitly to
each end and tvith a tiny black shining head. When about to
change to the pupa state, they congregate in vast numbers, forni
processions and nlic-rate, sometimes long- distances, iii search of a
suitable place to com pletz their transformat ions.

The following interesting account of one of these curious mi-

grations is wvritten by our correspondent, Mr. T. N. Willin<r of
Sylva> Glade, Olds, Alberta "While at Prince Albert on the
2oth Of July last, my attention wvaç called to a very strange sight.
At first -lance it appeared like a snake about five feet Iong, which
tapered -fromn the head to the tail and moved slowiy along the
--round. Upon dloser examination this rope-like object proved to
be composed of a vast numrber of wvhitish larvoe, of tvhich 1 arn
sending you somne samples in alcohol. These larvoe had rnoved in
a body about 30 feet from wvhere their trail wvas first seen, issuing
f romi underneath a wood pile. They aIl kept together in the forrn
of a snake, the head being about haif an inch thick, oxie and a
liaîif inches wvide, and twvo inches long. From this head the body
tapered from one inch wide dlown to a single larva. Upon drawv-
ing a stick across the body of this snake of wvorms, so as to scat-
ter thiem, they immediately closed up again and completed the con-
tinuity of the mass. Ieniquired, the next day wvhat liad become of
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