
TRE VÂSTNESS 0P THE UNIVERSE. -l

again into sin. 0, it was in ediPying Christian spectacle to see tl-3 affeo-
tionate, praying mother, withi the wvbole hiousehnold, rush to bis relief.
Sympatlhy filedc:very basoin. There wvas a continuous concert of prayer
for bis restoration, " Thuad of tcars," observcd one of the brothers,
icwere shed for liirni." At length the lost shiep was restored ; and saints
and angelz, fuiends aiid relatives, rejoiced over ini with exceeding great
joy. And now this happy f.ttiily, the fruit of f.ith and prayer, walked in
the connandaients and ordinances of the Lord blaieiless. Their lighft
so shone beibre inien, that others saw tiieir good work.s, and glorified dheir
father in lheaven. They were a pattern in Christian bouseholds.

Several initerveiiing, years passt.l anay. I becard little of the devoted
mother or lier pious eildren. Not long since, lioivever, I liappened to
meet withi one wvho proved to be c.,nnieeted wvith thie finily. 1 cag,' erl'y
inquired aftcr their wellare; and fri what Il heard, my heart ivas filled
withi joy and gratitude te God. Tho~ venerable niether was yet alive,
waiting ptacefully tili bier chan-,e should corne; tlic ton sons and daugh-
ters were ail living<, te God, and inenibers et the Methodist society ; seven
out of the ten lield differeîît offices iii the chuîiich, and wcre naking then-
telves varicously usef*ul; ail had etcred the " honorable estate" of' " lîoly
matrirnony ;" and every one liad iinîarried in the Lord" witli a iinciiober
of tbe saine christian conîîmunity !Thius the aged niotlier, lier sons and
sons-i nlaw, bier daughters and lier d.iughiters-in-law,were ail nioving heaven-
ward tozether. To the God of 1'ail the fanujilies of the earth" be the
glory. Let pions parents mnark, the initerestinct, instructive, striking faet,
and be eneouraged and stîîîuulated te pray carncstly for the salvatien of
their childrcn.-E nglisk, Periodical.

TFIE VASTNBSS 0F THE UNIVERSE.
In contemplating the imînensity, as wvell as the eternity of God, wo

feel we have a truth wvhiclh irresistably forces itself uipon the mind, but
yet surpasses ail our powers of coruprehiension. Wlhatever nuunbers
and symbols we eall te our aid, tlîey faîl1 infiniitely short of the reality.
Science lias, indeed, greatly enlarged our conceptions of the vastness
of the universe, and yet the whole dwindles into a point, contrasted
with tlie ubiquity of the Divine Being. To gauge the extent of t'he
aniverse, miles and leanes are too short; and even the velocity of
lig-ht estimated. by tiie and that time stretchied to millions of ycars,
affords but a Paint idea o? its magnitude. Liglit, the siviftest body in
existence, travels at the rate of nearly 201,000 miles in a second.
Compared -w.itli other bodies, the suni is iiear to us, yet it takes eiglit
minutes for n. beamn of lighit to pass, from, that sun to our planet, a dis-
tance of 95,000,000 o? miles. The planet Neptune, thougli belonging
te our system, is 8aid to he distant 2,900,000,000 of miles, and it takes
a pariod of four Iîours for a ray of liglit to pass Promn thie suni to that
planet. The great cornet of 1680, at its aphelion, ivanders to a dik.
tance about twenty-five tirnes more remote than the Ilanet Neptune,
and it would take liglit above four days to travel fromn that distance
te our world. Yet that cornet belorigs to ont system; it is one of the
group belonging to the solar fainily. But vast as mus'- be the circurn-
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