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THE MISS10NARY RECORD.

We bave seen that it is the principla
God's word, tha the labouwrer is wor-
tyof his hire; and that it is not to be
rgarded as a great thing that he who
wns unto a people spiritual things should
rap of their carnal things. Itis neces-
ary, however, that we carefully look to
e relation betwixt the sowing of spiri-
1zl things, and the reaping of carnai
{iings. The temporal support is valua-
seasa means of securing the spiritual
wrvice. I3t has no useful bearing in
at direction, then, in so far asour argu-
ment is coneerned, we would say, By all
means leave the people unburdened —
There is such a thing as sceking, or con-
finuing to occupy, what is called a sacred
five, merely as a title to the possession
Jtheliving ; and with respect to all such
cases, we would say, that it were betler
wrthe unhappy individual himself who
sould place himself in such circums ane-
e, and for those whose resources he
sould thus consume, that the funds were
sphied to some other object.  But there
wan essential difference betwixt using
the sacred oflice as a mere stepp ng stone

| nreach the emoluments; and seeking

and using the emoluments for those ob-
fots for which God has appointed that
tiey should be employed. asa means,
ramely, of carrying out with greater efli-
wney the work which devolves upon
those who would watch for souls as those
who must give an account umo God.—
The hireling seeks the office for the sake
of the wages, and would satisfy hiwself
sith the smallest amount of duty that
way be sufficient to secure him trom a
tartei:ure of that upon which his heart is
«t, Let him be secured in the cmolu-
nents, and he will show hew little inter-
stile takes in the duties ol his office, by
e perfanctory way in which he gets
Ile may not necessarily
ik into a state of torper. On the con-
rary, he may show the native activity of
his mind by invelving himself in a multi-
tiedy of engigemen's  But while be
thus expends s energios upon maiters
more eongenial to bim than are the pro-
per duties of his otlive, in de 3 s0, what-
oer may be the importaace of these
matters on other grounds, he sinfully ne-
gieets his duty to the flock which he thus
leaves to (he ravages of the wolf The
trae servant of God, on the other hand,
secks the oftice from a desire to be enga-
ged in its Guties. With the apostle Paul,
beknows that, while engaged in these
duties, he has a right, of divine anthority,
toreap of the carnal things of those unto
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whom he is sowing spiritval things. At
the same time, however, and acting in
the spirit of that devoted servaunt of God,
he would willingly forego his right, in
thosc cases in which using his power
might tend to the hindering of the gospel
of Christ. This is the spira Ly whick the
ministers of the gospel oughit to be ani-
mated.  They ought to be willing to
“spend and be spent” in the service of
Christ, and for the benefit of their peo-
ple ; nor would we encourage any one to
propose himself for the work of the mi-
uistry, who does not feel something of this
spivit in himself

We would, however, still remind our
readers, that it is not ministers alone who
should endeavour so to regulate their
conduct as that they do not hinder the
gospel of Christ. The people who are
undev their charge, have also a deep in-
terest in keeping this consideration ‘stea-
dily before their mind; and whatever
may be the amount of selt’ denial which
their ministers may be willing to exercise
—to whatever extent they may be willing
to forego their claim for temporal sup-
port, there may be the strongest obligati-
ons, nevertheless, in reference to duty,
aud the strongest reasons in point of ex-
pediency, why the people should use eve-
ry effurc to render this exercise of self-
denial—this sacrifice on_the part of the
minister unnecessary. It may be neces-
sary rather that the people themselves
should exercise self-dental—that they
should make the sacrifice—that they
should do this, under the influence of the
same consideration which directed the
mind of the apostle, even that they may
not hinder the gospel of Christ. A con-
cern for the propagation of the gospel,
even in distant lands,should induce those
who themselves profess to rejoice in 13
blessings to make an cffort in its tehalf,
though it may require some considerable
amount both of sacrifice and self-denial.
But it is in reference to matters that have
a more direct bearing upon ourselves that
we now write; and we would press it
upon the Christian church at large in
these Provinces, and upon the congrega-
tions of the Free Church in particular,
that they are called upon to make such
cilorts, it they would not hinder the gos-
pel of Christ. A special effort is requis-
ed at their hands, wu do not say that they
may aid in prowoting the interests of re-
ligion in distant regions of the earth, but
that they may not hinder the gospel of
Christ among themselves, that they may
not obstruct its progress in their own fa.



