
sample of a îvitty saying from Plutarch's mint is that attributed to,
Themnistocles, that his son was the most powerful man iii Greece.
"iFor,"? said be, Ilthe Athenians rule the llelleiies, 1 rule the
Athenians, your mother rules'mc, and yoit rulu your mother."
We mut3t cite one or twvo others from the many cxarnples f'rom
Plutar-ch. This is attributcd by liim to Lcotychidas, son of
Aristo. "lA snakze having tw%,ined itsclf round a key, wvhich 'vas
dcclarcd by the seers to be a portent, Leotychidas reniarkced, Il I
wvould have been more of a portent if' the kzey had twined. itsolf
rouind a siake." Others are connectcdl with ornithology, like the
apothcgm of one wvbo pluckcd the featiiers fi'om a nightingralc,
and finding it a vcry ernail bird, exclairncd, IlYou littie wrctch,
you're nothing but voice ;" and aga~in, the rcpartee of a Laconlian
to, a man of Sparta, who twvitted him with beiîig unable to stand
as long as biinself on one lcg. "No !" replicd the ether, "but
any goosýe ean." Thîis boit mot, as it is called by Urban Chevreau
in bsAna (vol. vii., Il. S). is told with, i eference to persons wvho
set grea stre on veî'y frivolous accoiplitlhxncnts;- but îieither
in the Grreek nor in thic translation have we lit upon a referonce
to evidence of the fact wbich the repartee seems to assume.
'When Pemades,the orator,rcmarkced that the swords of the Spar-

tans were, so short, that they could be swallowvcd by con)jurors, Agis,
the younger king of that, naine, replied, 1 Wc find thorm quite long
onougrh to rcaech the cncmiiy.'" flore the ivit cxcrtcd is of a truly
Spartan tenor, but the ancedote, of Cleomnenes's oath to givo the
Argives a truce for sévcn days, and cxcusing bis pcrfidious
slaughter of thicmr in their sleep or the third night-Il It was a
truce for seven days "-is surelY noV, wit, but subterfuge. Else-
îvherc, :is for' example, iii some extraets fromi Lucin (wve cxcept
the extractis fromi bis tract, on ])cronax), it is not vcry easy
to sec the point so c.Iearly as to justify their admission iuto the
area of Grcek wvit. The story of' flippoeleides, thedvi-yc.e
son of Tisandrus, ,vt th eako aistcs's father, IlO son
of' Tisandrus, you have danced ziway your bride "; and the -un-
digrnificd dancer's 1rccklcss reply, "Il ippocleides don't, caie,", por-
haps bclong, rather te, humouir than Vo, %vit. Others of 31r. Pay-
iey's drafts on flerodotus come more easily into the, prescribed
avea. An ancdAote of Strabo gives a vivid picture of the clashing of
a harpcr's -Performances with the sounding f el o pnn

of the fish market. Ail tlîc audience vanished at Qflce save a littie
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