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frienci, James Shirley, would lik-ewise hazve Slîared tule comrnionl
fatte of Catliolie autilors but for one iminiort.il lyric, '' Deatlî's
Fina-l Co:îquest."- Shirley wais the lasi of the Shaklespeariaiiî scehool
of drani.itists, and e\<cels îîîost of bis cotitenîporaries iii purity of

thoulîtandexpressioni.
But a greater thnany of these last feu, now daimis our atten-

tioni. Jolin Dry'den, ilie ma.ster of the Classical Age, is onle of those
wliose gre.-t and undying- influence- on our lang-uagec rellectb a
gyloriouis lustre over Cthlolicism-i. As an essa-v:st or draînatist,

welirin the fields ostrcacontroversiffl or Ivri cal poetry, lie
is eklu.Uvzitlhomie. Ilis visi range successfully covered ail branc(hes
of fIe literary art. Dryden's conicrsion was productive of great
resul is. IL took the gre;1tel P;ri of bis Iife ,to seule biis convictions,
and lie lintNrssdl jpoc.ry blis religious feeling's iii different
sta-es of the journev. -l'le - Religlo Laiici," wvritten to defend the
Chur-cli of Englaîîd, revihiiii in the transition state, a soiiiewlat
sceptic;l spir it uniderne.ith an ortiiodox exterior. Mie literary
nierit of this poem >tands v'ery iligl, bt i h -~as completely sur-
passed liv "Tile 1-l4id and l'n;iîilier," ihie firqt fruit of Drydcn's
Conv:ersion. Thisý ib One of the nisQrîce f Eïîglishi literature.
The atr' l.digsfoi the inei% -Iotizi ligh.-t aru exprc'ssed willh

gret force ;auJ beautyv. EpialiyaJuirable aie the openinîg
lines in wvicl Dryde n pictures the Chiurch of Ronie as

A lnsik. hue HzuIu, inillorual adthmu~d
1.1wi iel u. ;uîd ilu ihl ees an

XVitbuî. uusp~ttediinuoccl itli,
Silo fcarel .1%, datnger, tor >-lie 1kn1tw ws

.calvternis the «' llind aind P;tiier " ilhe hest criterion
of l)rdci' 'oiderful powvers, wvlile 1-ilhllni praises Iliilly tie
-.li.irp yet plcasant wvit, the clos.,e anîd strong rea soning wvhicli
rzniersb itr' flie eîîergry of Bossuet ini ver.se." 'lie "< ode to St.
Cecilia " avd thc celebrzited translation of Virgil, wverc the oilher
cliief poetic comipositions of Drydeni's C.-thoclic d;iys. Hib prose

aviiî,nuiong the best in the lanwmg-c, offer no, less .striing,
evideuice of Jeep- affection and revercîîce for tic Faith whichi

nîornili'ed lus song "
I)ilrilng thle lifetitme of Dry'den iliere ilpe.-irod a book- which

lias :itîce lost a -great Geai of the notoriety iz ilen posscs>ed.
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