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head of the famnily, ilîo ruled his chljdren ivitlî a rod of iron, as
lis father lîad ruIed him. Good effecls attended this reverence of
forefathers. It gave a certain patriciaxi grandeur and stability to
the literature. It eneouraged the wriitiiig of history, archaeology,
and granîrnar. lIs evii effeets w'ere thal: it discouraged any change
eitiier in diction. inaterial or iii the coinage of new words, and
that the style ivas apt to degenerate into, nonotony or stîffness.

The Iloman famiily "%vas -a prototype of the state. 'Tle keynote
of the body politie was unity, coupled îvith strict personai sub-
ordination. Iîîdividual effort wvas not ezîcouraged except in se far
as it gave streugth te ftic stýate. In a soeiety s0 wuIl disciplincd,
fiights of fane,- could find no place. Poetry wvas adinitted on con-
dition that ilt bc neitiier too bizarre nor cniotional, that it became
as reasonable as prose. This repression of the individual hiad two
effeets. One w'sto give a certain saineness aîxd coldncas to al
wvriters. The other ivas to, give the eliassic <jualities of balance,
good sense and prudence, and to forbid, ail excess, jute whlich tlie
Greeks often feull cn onsequeîîcc wc find more sexise iii Horace
than in Pindar, and Iess burfoouery in Plautus than ini Aristo-
phazies.

There is a saying that the soul of a people is reflccted iii their
language, and nowhiere could ive find a botter e-xaznp]e of this truth
than in the 1Rouîas. They werc a nation of rulers: Latin says
xnuch in few words. They ivere praetical; Latin drops tlic article,
the nxiddle voice. and mses the pronoux iery littie. They werc
demnocrats; Latin %vas adapted to oratory being sonorous and sol-
emn. They wvere conservative; -we find few niewv-coiind wvords or
forms.

From these few remark-s it wiIl bc scen that 11oman literature
must of necessity have been na..k only wvilli great elfiorL_ And
that its good qualities and defeets hoth spring frein the saine
caliscs.

DOUNEY ADAMS, '15.
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