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GLENN WYNTHROP'S *CALL ™+

4 Q, mother, mother ¢
.« . Furyour son- -believe it, O believe it,
Mt dangetonsly you have with him prevailed.”
-Corrolanus, Ac? 14, Scene o,

‘The Wynthrops were a vety old fanuly, but they had
not always been a veey nich wvne.  As Patrick might ea-
press it, their antiquity wasancient 3 but therr real dipensa:
tion of w=alth did not cume abour until Glenn’s father, old
{:)hn Wynthrop, bought a quantity of stuck of the F. X, &

. R. R, about the year 1843, The said F. X. X L. anen
became the great passeaper soute of the day.  In conse
quence, a semoval 10 the big And gay cilf. a sumptious
country home, catriages and »ores in abundarce, Furopean
travel, and a liberal education, were among the good things
that fell to the 1ot of John's three sons and four laughters,

The latest of the fint-named group, Gleun, was the son
of a sccond wife. Old Joha had pieked and chosen, with
some covert hesitation, for his second nuptials, as his for-
tune suggested his doing—and he chuse well—a stately,
tesolute lady, of distinct social position, with an ** 1 wilt"”
turkiny in the curves of her smiling mouth, Possessed of
extreme tact, as well as fitmness, the new Mes. Wynthrop
saw her step childien growing up much attached to her.
More stil}, they grew up docrs and thinkers of almost exactly
what she chose to influence them to o and to think, wkile
never suspecting for an instant heir independence. Con
sequently, 2 mote united, concordant and better-conducted
heuschold one rever could enter. Mis. \Wynthrop was its

ivot.

When I, Mark Lawsan, whoe quickly became Glenn
Wynthrop's most intimate fiiend, fitst inct our hero, Glenn
and half-z-hundred of us were at the Forescue together.
The Fortescuc Institute was as thurough a collepiate school
a8-* parent or guardian ' could desire. Glenn, as 1 recollect
him, sitting in his Sallust and Homer secitations, 3 datk
handsome lad of filteen, was not a quick scholar. e was
a petfect type of the hard-wotking, mechanical learner.  His
foundation, though built by very narsow daily courses,
was solid.  His mind secemed to pussese a species of brass or
stec] consisiency that enabled it tosteadily force its way for-
ward, slowly, but without ever It ing a tenthofan inch ofthe
Zoound traversed. . .

tlis greatest bu, car was just that literary e mpasition
which schooltxys -ave to underiake. and which they, as a
general thing, most cordially haw  Glenn’s crude, grud
gingly-eatorted essays weie the grief of his tutor tu Hast
*‘ But don"t yuu see,” Glenn won! ovlaim, afer one of
their periodic contests. **don’t you scc that, in this busd
ness, you don't give me anything whatever to stant from ;
no rules, no probiems? It isn't n me, 1 1cll you, this l!unl\:-
ing out a Jot of stuff in the fiest pla- e, and then <pelling it
down aftcrwards. 1dun't know whete 1o think it fram °%
And that was just the case.  1lic mind was purcly receptive,
not productive.

He was soon primceps, not fanie privceps, at the Fores
cue. In his out-of-classtoom companinnskip he had ad-
mirers, but few friends. Ite lacked sunniness. He was
heesque ; not ill-natured, but often tyrankic on the campus
and in the gymnasium, through his splendid strengthand skill,
For that campus and that gyminasium our fricnd developed
2 genuine passion.  Much of wha ar,x—:\rol hautcur and 1e-
serve was veritable diffidence and self coasciousness. Glenn's
disposition teminded me of a gray, bicezy day -not cold,
but chilly and clear, and with shadows Lrought vut sefily
ceerywhere. . i

Just before he left the Fortescus a zcligivus revival left
him united with the First Ivesbyterian Chusch. That a
fulness of belief had come with profession 1s 20 be hoped 3
ulso, that the heart is felt 1o have tuly entered upti 2 new re-
lation with God. How often docs it scem 1o keave unaltered
the tempe-ament, so fat as concerns a man's daily walk and
coaversation as towards his fellowman * Se it was with
Gha. » 3 -

Thete is probably extant to.day, in Glenn's cscritoire, a
certain letter from Mrs. Wynthtop, written at this thme,
This letter 1 heard and heeded. In well-sclecciod words,
suave Mrs. Wyndthrop expressed her pleasure at Glenn's
late step. °**Indecd, I have almost ventuzed,” sl_lc wtolc,
* my dear son, 10 allow an oid Aream of mine o flit through

mind—that is, at somc future Jday, 1 would scc youa
minister—as I am so proud to remember, and o rcmind
, wete your grandfather, and your great-grandlather
{:onyou. The day when that nollest aalling became
would be my happess, Bt 1 am foolish to speak
» Ain of this quict desite of mine which, 1 have, no douls,
will never be zealized.  1should above ali regeet to inflo.
ence "—and soon. Ah? astute Mes. Wynthtop! When
did dutiful Glenn foiget one sugpestion thal you saw £t 10
ke 10 him, from the length of his jacke, or the number
of homeopathic pilales he must take for acold in the head,
10—such a sentence ina Tetter, . .

Friend reader, pardon the minuteness with which 1 enter
into this analysis of Glenn's carly scif and life. Sach de-
tails as { 3¢t down are of sigrificance in the logic of this
Yitthe history, as you will admit if yoa pursuc it to the end.

College life opened its arms 10 Glenr.  There it was the
samestory 23 1o tudy,  Whatsoeser my fricnd undettook in
tongues or tables distinguished him. At the Univenily,
100, brolk:e forth his fine elocutionary gift.  He toc 10 the
Monoer of crack speaket of the 'Vanity, fint pritc-man in

. 11is resonant voice, bis facial play, hicsplzadid
articuiation, drew a crowd whenerer he spouted. Dot he
did nct a iate sentiment in prosc or wise sufficienily to
originate his "poms”  Most of the were suproted by
Professot Roberts, the tutoe in the ant.  Moreuver, pathos,

hy, swectnes in his specch  was there none,
;: clocution class wonld hear Gienn declaim Corilanwe’
Farcwell 10 Volomunia and Virgihia, and make o6t of i a
- complete raput morfsm, The same cvening he would bea

€
weve tinilling Tage than many & sinck actor,

His distaste, or, rather, indifference to litetary wotk of
any kind, and to literature in general remained unmiti-
gated during his college comse. Glenn never read any-
thing eacept his teat-bouvks, his moening paper, a college
story or his Bille—ofa Sabbath, Mis spare time went for
the gymnasium or the bLall-field or a2 horseback ride. 1
may add here that, while he was a sophomore and junior,
Glenn drified into a somewhst tast and extravagant sel. e
(uite gave up church-going, recognized Sundav as a bore,
Lecause there wese no athletics practicable except under
surreptitious conditions, and was generally minded afier the
ways of the world.  Of couzse, this phase of thought and
beanng 1s not unusual to men of latently strong principle for
sotc portion of their college days.

His muscular anm, so collegians asserted, won for his
Alma Mater that famous race of 1872. . And in that year of
our Lord Glenn Wynthrop graduated.  Graduated with
prizes s well-nigh everything, There were prizes for Greek,
prizes for wathematics, for the winning of the long jump
and the putting up of the heavy weight, for the greatest num-
ber of high masks in declamation throughout the year ¢ it was
hard to tell for what vintue vur hero was not rewarded,  But
it m:  be stated here that a particular deficiency hampered
Gle . until the cleventh hour, and his valedictory oration
{which he delivered superbly) was written 1o order for hun
Ly an unpecunious friend possessed of an awpler measure of
literary talent.

11 can be well suppased that in these long years of Glenn’s
University dalliance and discipline, sume few of his fuends
who had not shared it with him, to say nothiag of the fewer
still who hiad not managed to keep keys to the lurable side
of his nature, were eatremely anatous to know into what
work in the great Doing called Life, Glenn proposed to
thraw himself when once all this study of classics, this buat.
racing and college preamble shonld be faitly over. Twa
weeks after the valedictory, 1 passed a quict Sabbaih down
at Klein Villa, We two sat out on the wide lawn in the
pleasant afternoon.  “* And now do tell me,” 1 said, sud-
denly, ¢ just toward what you propose to seriowsly turn,
Glenn, as your profession 2 1 have meant 10 ask you apain
by actter. Vou recollect that you were enturely cadecided
so long as, you said, you had so much daily duty to occupy you
at the "Varsity. Have you really found at last something 1hat
your man’s hand can do with a man’s might? licavens,
haven't you been a college-boy a long time, though 2 Biack
with his magazine, and Skinner with his law-office, and 1
with my factory and 2 wedding-day on me ncxt month.
Huerv up, old fellow, or one of us'il think—of adopiing

you !

*Well.” replicd Glenn, leisutely, **I do fecl a2 bit ike a
laggaxd. 1 suppese: but sce here, Lawrence, you necdn’t
think I'm going 1o worry on f4af tiresome point just nuw,
Yuu sce 1 am about dune up, cumipletely dune up, after thas
long grind all these yezrs. My ¥ «dth really 1sn't half so
strung as it wughttobe  pethaps,  a wiarcacreisal a wifle.
1 intcnd to do nothing until September except rest. When
autumn comics, you can depend upon it. 1 shall have surcly
settled down un something to do, and tien 1 wili start into
it this wanter. Sec?! My mother has begged me under no cir-
cumstances to hurry foolishly in acciding. 1amonly twenty.
four. Ah, how 1 wish— "

* Wish what 2" I queticd, sharply.

*Well,” he returnied, half-smalling, * that 1 could stick
1o college and the fellows and the tucors and the campus all
my days?! Great Scoit! Wouldn't that be pretty mice,
Lawrence? But, ofcourse, I'vegot 1o work like the rest
of you. I'm sorry for myseli, thai's alt.”

That same afictnoon 1 dritted 1t a diplomatic half-hour
with handsome, sctene Mrs, Wynthrop hersell.

** Su Llenn does not seem to have determined precisely
what the worhil wants him to do for 10, T rematked hghily,
** 1 secullect thay, lung age, you tsad to suggest the mimstey
to him, Mys, Wynthrop, Do you think he may possibly lcan
toward that, sumeday 2™

M Wytthrop loched at me for a sccond, and then re-
sponded . ** Oh 11 tally v ot hnaw, Mi. Lawsence, any-
thing about that. () cutrae, 1 a vl be jicased tosce any
son of mincin 2 pulpit. But Tiany thay 4ienn will chioose

scsses the clements af characier susted 19 make a success.
ful minister: but that solema work seldom wing such minds
some decidedly loss spinraal cailing 1 have fancied that the
s my $on's, te-day, 1 seems o me. H oswever, Glenn's de-
cision on 3 profesaen will be a3 slow and careful ene.”

* H'm,"” thought 1, **1 wonder whether vou have ever
cherished the scheme, wy dear Mrs. Voymbirop, of retarding
Glenn's chauce unti! he terne to the Chorebh as a ventable
“profession ™ and dermier resort. 1 wall wager tha: old
wish still rules yous rules you cnough to hlvad rour cycs in
the questionable ine of conduct that you adept 1 you heep
on ndulming hus passion for college lifr, 3f you, by quictly

romoting its atmosphere abwat Glena, Leep all eatside in-
gucnccs sull away from him, why, ther, 1 teheve 1 shall
see Glenn Wynthrop a minister—made sach iy his motier’s
addres™

Phat scmer pasted.  In July, M Wuenthrop tecam.
the head of the imuschold by her hustand’s death. 1ran
down 10 Kicin Villa in August. 1 wanted tosec Glenn,
and T was dcicrmined to know move of his plans for the

{utate. b

** Oh ! nowe, my dear Icllow,” he exclaimed gaily, when
1 *“1ackled ™ him, **bat, you scc, ] have entitely avoided
all that fearfully perplexing Lusiness for another whole year.
I am going lack t0the Univernty o 1ake a post-graduate
wune, 1 rally cotld not bear 10 tear mysell Joose feonn
the dear ald college and the fon and study just yel. A year
don't ~rount for much. My mother is delighted with the
ez, la fact, she rathet put me up ta it

A year not counting for much ! And Glenn was twenty-
forr 3 and not onc stroke of wosld-work hiard that strong aim
of his yct done. Tt had woer a collepe regatia instead. 1
was how guite ot of paticnce.

** You are making & preat mistake,” limmted. “Vou
kaow 100 wmach Latin and Greek already. As for any
wmore 2thictics, 4o you e becoming a circus-tider 2™

Ogar friend entered wpon his post-graduate and ffth college
yesr. His mother had delitenately efecied his re-entrasace

o

into a life that was already a second nature to him ; that
he must uttetly forget for his own well-leing ! I wrote
him: ** Your love for study and college sport is now a flat
vice, You know that you fl;\‘c simply yielded once moreto
a reluctanice to put away childish things.”

Glenn wotked like a locomotive at all the new leaming
dished up for his mind,  His Hobby for languages suggested
Hebrew, and Hebrew faseinated nim. Expensive manuscripts
wete bought for him in Lurore.  He liked expensive manu-
scripts.  Mrs. \Wynthrop peesented him with quite 2 com
{)lczc little library in Hebrew tradition and criticism on his

rirthday.  As for social life at this period, that had already
grown a tnfle stale 10 Glenn, who had always danced with
mote vigonr than grace, and who could look expressively,
but never talk fluendy to a pretty girl at a party, unless she
were interested in athletics or courses of study.  He became
mote and more sedate.  Mrs. Wynthrop invited eminent
theolugical lights, who Joved gowl dinners and a little
secular relaxation, to het handsome house.  They were vury
much intetested in her son.  Glenn wrote an ““{ on he
Sepnagint -favourably noticed. It displayed small literary
nicety (30 fact, Glenn was furced toask a professor’s help in
casting sentences and paragraphs), but it was very erudite !

Soun there wese actual, blunt sumours that Glenn Wyn-
throp had decided to study for the mmistry. -

I wrote b a letter direcily.  llis anawer came alter a
week or 0.

¢ { really don't know where all this talk comes fre..n,” it
ran. **I have not thought seriously of any such step, although
latcly, 1 conless, 1've been wondesing why 1 haven't. My
mwther Jacghs at the gussip; but 1 know would be glad
cpougl. sl 1 did cutisider the business as seriously as a fellow
ought before he turns puson.”

Vhen Junc came and the post.gryduate was over, Glewa
cuuld nut deny that he would enarmously enjoy the years
which hie could spend so closely attached to his beloved col-
lege it he entered its seminary, and that he had ¢ seriously
comsidered turning par on,” all unwilling as he was to say
farewell to hiscampy and his gymnasium and his llebeew
and Chaldee inanuse ipts.  From the press of jostling, prac-
tcal life, among tus icllow-men, he shrank, with all lis manly
thews and sincws.

“What !* eaclaimed I, as | tumned over the pages ofa
long lctter from Glenn. **\What! That most tersibly
solemn and tersibly preat of all life-work ; thattask toward the
undying soul of man’s fellow-man to which he should not
sct hand except lis soul and lips burn with a live coal from
the altar; that duty which writes between God and a crea.
turc’s spust a great supplementary page of secord—this,
Glenn Wynthrop proposes to take upon himself for the fol-
lowihg reasons.”  And Iread:

“You see, my dear Lawtenice, 1 liketo speak, and I guess
1 could interost my audicnce and do them somegood,  Pro
fessor Koberts has improved e immenscly in clocution. 1
shuuld, of cotrse, be glad to stick 1o the "Varsity for a
ycaror soyet. I likeit, and the Seminoles mix in ali the
Jduings. 1 am anxious to po ahead in Hebrew and Assyrian
lustory.  As tu writing scimons and all that kind of thing,
why, I never was a fist at that 3 but everybody says that they
grind 2 man out a pretty decent handler of English ’:sat
the Sem. Besides all this, 1've been really sont of aalled to
be a minister. Things have come around that way. I don't
cxactly sce how. My mother’s scniments you can guess.
{(Yes, Glenn, without dificulty.) 1 have, as it were so to
speak, shipped along until this scems the Lest possible thing
for mc 10 do {exactly), and [ think 1 can make areputa
tion and a suscess.  \\e play the Ked Jackets on Saturday.
Lanl you come duwn and sce us wax them off2 ™ etc., etc.

Yes, thete st was ! Too late to open your cyes to what
yuu were about, fnend Glenn ! For years yvout whole vision
has been suficting incicased distortion.  What should be
the cxcuse of any who has auicl the mischief?  Original
tcmprement, an ovesstay in the narrow colicpe workd, a
rchsh for study as 2n art, the consciousness of oratorical
talent, and the knowledge that wealth would win him every
wmiual advaniage in has ** professian ™ ; and these things all
stimulated and ranforced by the unswerving influence of
one necar and dcar.  These drew Glenn Wynthrop to be of
the number of those wlose *‘leet arc beartifol upon the
mountaint.”  Gad forgive me, if 10 cold, o jwoleble an
analysis of mative be aught but truth.  The Church as **a
profession,” ¢ interest my audience,” *‘improved me im-
menscly in clocation,” *“grind me out x pretty decent
handler of Englisk,” and-——oh ! atch infloence of all—*‘my
mother,’—such was your ** cal” to stand up and peoclaim
life cretlasting to men and women who think neither of it
nor death himself, until he faitly faces them down ¢

Glenn spent the summer 3n Europe and returned to enter
the great Snow Theological Seminary. 1 had a long
and Ly no means pleasant intervicew with him jast after
thic. Tt is always a thankleas task 10 attack 2 man's motive
1n a matier where there ought 20 be no pomsible doulr of it.
1 ined 10 show him how he hiad mcrely drifted, not set
sai) and tamned ruddes. 1t was fally 1o do 90, of course.

The conclusion of this Lit of biography is near. By the
cnd of our fricndd’s sccond year in the seminary the dry boaes
of dogma, of catechism, concordance and creed and com-
mentary, of cachlimb of the vagt body of divinity—these had
g0t hold upon him likz a polgpus.  He worked over
and garmmar antil dawns he dispated on doctsine with his
chum un:il cckerow,  His sermons were 3iff, Weisthing
with analysis, tich in cxeerpts fren his libeary of ¢ .
or elsc fall of popalar phrases, war stories, )
slang, all inscticd with the best intents.  This same time,
however, he played 2 football maich one Saturday afternoon,
in which his kicks covered him with glory, and which was 30
i;oiougdtbt be had 10 1un im his knickethockers, bag in

0, 10 ke the t2ain for the town where he was 1o proach
fext morning. Lo

** 1 have lesrned how 1o pet together a goodish kind of a
scrmon at lax,” he wrote 1o me, “*ana # 1 do sy it wy-
sclf, [ Let I can proach it 30 38 10 Wit 2 congregatom, cven
if itwese 1 pood 3ight worse.”

And 30 he con'd. For the writer heard Glens, hot ago,
ofhciating &3 dh‘nﬁtﬂchgr.viichinm' hon*
able chwrch i ene of oar lasge towme. Has hod



