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John's Church the second week, under the presidency
ai the pastar, the Rov. H. H. McPherson, and the
tiuird week in Chalmers Churcb. Ail the meetings
.ert largely attw ded, and cannot fail ta, bc produc-
tive of much spiritual bentrat.

The Rev WVilliam Donald, af Plctou, was In the
rity a part of twa weeks, and cantrlbuted very mua.h
ta the success ai these meetings whlch he addressed
ini bath ends of the city wlîh much carnestncis and
power.

ONE 2ESUiJ T

ai the movement la the establishment ai a waman's
prayer-meeîing, which meets every aiternoon ait fotr
o'lock in the lecture room ci Fart Massey Churcb,
anad is well attended by the ladies af the varlaus con-
gregatians.

The yaung people ai Fart Masscy Church gave a
concert in tht lecture roomn. A large and fashianable
audience attcndcd, the building bcing fIlled ta, the
doars. A handsame sum must have buta realiied.
Tht programme carried out by amateurs was credit-
ably executed.

NEW CItuRCli.

Poplar Grave Cburch, sittaated In a rather un-
sightly lacality is to bu sald, and a new anecerected In
another part af the city, tht surroadingi oi tht pres-
cnt building being anything but attractive W'e wish
this important congregation every success in their new
undertaklng, and hope tht new building wlll fot anly
be a crodit ta themselves, but ta tht Cburch at Lauge.

DALHOUSIE COLURGE,
which has received maray favours lately, bas been the
recipient ai a further donation from f4r. Munro, who
has endowed a Law Professorshlp, and ctupointed as
its first incumbent Dr. Weldon, ai .1le College,
New Brunswick, whose scholastic attaiients are
said ta, be af a very high order. Special lectures on
tht sarne branch will be given by two of the judges
and twa barristers ai the city. Such liberal provision
will mako this departanent oi instruction one of the
most conuplete ta be iouad in the Dominion.

For the beaefit af upper Province readers, I may
say that Dalhousie is flot a denominational college, as
tht professional staff indludes nearly ail evangelical
d&nominations. But there is a Presbyterian coilege
here, whtre students are trained for the ministry af
aur Cburch. Tht professors are Principal McKnight,
Rev. Dr. Pallok, and Rev. Mr. Currie, ecd ai whcm
is trmînent in his respective department. Tht Col-
lege, situated on the N orth-WVest Arn, occupies anc
of the most beautiful and healthy situations in the
city, and, judging fram the appuarance ai tht students,
it is evident that sanie attention is given ta the im-
portant subject cf heaith.

Tht field af operations of aur Church is steadily
widening, and the supply af ministers will shartly
corne ta be a serious question. Still, wli sa, many
colleges, and educatianai arpliances, any paucity of
ministers that may bu feit cannat bu attnibuted ta de-
ficiency of educational opportunities. What is more
iakely ta, curtail the suppiy is the niggardly sal-
aries doled out in salal siams ta, hard-worked minis%-
ters. At this stage in the nineteenth century, il is a
question whethetr ministers arc justified an imperilling
the comiorts of large (amilies by joining a profession
s<hach, in tht maîarity af cases, at best oniy furnishes
a scanty living. K
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MISSIiN WORI< IN DAKOTA.

MR. EDITUR,- Beieving that it wiil bu inttresting
ta tht readers ai THE PRESIJYTERIAN ta, hear how
the cause ai Christ is progresslng in northtern
Dakota is my apoiagy for writing these hiuxied
lines.

Tht Presbytery ai Pembina of which I arn a mnt-
ber, was erected In October lust. This court bas tht
spiritual ovtrsight ai that territory lying slaty miles
south ai tht Canadian boundry, wtst ta, the Rocky
Mountains, anad I do flot know how far cast, Two
years ago there was flot a Preshyterlan minister in ail
this field now there are teu and sixty congregations.

Tht Presbytery of Pembina met at Grafion an tht
3rd instant ; ail the minsters (except ont) r.nd four
eiders were prescrnt Tbe retiring moderator, Mr.
Dykeman, af Warren (a graduate af Queen's Univer-
sity), prcached fram John iii. 8-" Tht wlnd bloweth
whcre it Iistetb,» etc. Tht Rev. D. G. McKay, o'f
Kensington, a graduate of Knox Coilege, was appointed
modcratar. Tht evcning %ederunt iras devated ta a

canrerenco on tht State o! Religion, whlch consisted in
narratives given by the brethren ai their labours,
encouragements and dlscauragements, iollowed by
prayer ta God thanlclng Hlm for blessings vaucbsaied
and asking bis assistance ta overcome difficulties. A
mlsslonary, meeting was held an Wednesday evening,
when able and stirring addresses were delivered by
members ai tht court

The most important business before the court was
tht groupimag ai stations anud maklng arrangement:i
mus !helr supply. Vie expect several additional
labaurtos in the field this sprang, but nat sufiacient
ta, overtako tht work. Would st net be weil for some
ai aur Canadian brethren who, are crowded tira and
sometimes brce in une smaîl tain, tQ look this way
and behald the boundicis prairie, thickly dotted vith
tht abodes of men <chietIy thear countrymen>, ibout
anyont ta tell thein "the aId, aId story t " My fid a
labour is Mirato, Ardoch, and I'arrest River. Minto
was incorparated as a tain a feir weeks ago with a
population ai wu inhabitants. Ardoch as a village
wlth 200 inhabitants, bath an the St. Paul and Mani-
toba road. Forest River is a country station six miles
irest ai Minto. A congregation iras arganized at
Minto:on thtemlhîh March lnst with twenty.eigbt mem.
bers and tira eiders, aed at Ardoch an tht sanie day
with sixteen members and three eidcns. 1 have con.
ducted service at Mmntz and ait cither af tht other tira
points every Sabbath s.r we my arrivaI iîthout massang
anc appointment sa, mach in favour ai Dakota
weather and raads I

Vie intend building a chuach edificu ini Manto at a
cast of $2,50. Si,Soo have already been secured by
subscription.

Dly tht subscriptiaa list handed in ta tht Presby-
tery it is believcd this field is self supporting.

Tht attendance on tht Sabbath iand at tht weekly
meetings Is very cheering for this territory.

Judglng from irbat little experience 1 have had, niy
candid opinion is that thexe is flot another country
under thc suri butter adapted for tht deveiopnuent ai
a Christian uaan physically and moraily than northern
Dakata A. G. FORîLaS.

Minto, Dakota, 4/iril zoli, PSSj.

S1L4NTY WORK.

MR. EDiToR,-.The greatest lumbering regian ai
Canada is the valley ai tht Ottawra, and it extends
with perhaps an average brtadth af fifty miles fram
near Montreal ta tht watershed ai tht Hudson Bay-
a distance oflaver 400 miles.

Throughout this regian, during tht iter months
thousands of mea are busy in tht iartst Ilmaking
logs n and Iltimber,» drawing them ta santie carvenient
strearn or lake, and in tht summer bringing theni
daim an the Ildrive " ta, thetamins rienr Ottawa city or
ta, thc market ait Qiatbec.

These mien have their homne in tht Ilshanties."
Tht shanty is a square, loir building constructed ai
logs. The average size wouid be about farty feet
square Gencraily there is no irindoir. What iight
there is finds its way daim tht spaciaus chimney, or is
supplied tram tht hlazing fire in the middle af tht
shanty. There is no partition. In this ane roani
fifty mon live, cal, and sleep. Tht sleeping berths
are arranged la tira tiers azaund tht irails.

Tht missionar at Mattaira is expected ta devate
a couple ai nionths ecd imnter ta, visiting the shan-
tics, giving addresses, and distributing tracts and
papurs. My flrst experience ai shanty visiting iras
durang the months ai jaxauary and February ai tht
present year.

The work is in many respects very arduous. Tht
anissianary is away for weeks at a tame (ram home,
frani civiliratian, tram letters, newspapers and tht
worid generally. Ht bas long drives, samnetines
through the woods when the roads are occasionally
exctedingly rough. Ht bas ta climb mauintains and
go dowm pitches su sttep that tilere seans immanent
danger that jhiniself and cutter will fail aver tht hcad
af the horse. But the greater part ai the draving is
over lakes 1 ama sure 1 shalJi bu qazite within the
mark when I say that during these tira months 1 must
have driven upan a hundred iake ai différent sizes,
from the lakclet ai half a malle in length ta the Kip-
pewa, with, its many arms and broad expanse, and
tht Ttzniscaniingue, sevtnty-five miles an length and
1,500 ftet ia deplth. Sometimes the driving on tht
lakces is pleasant ; gencraily at is umpleasant. When
it semrs caini in the thick woods the wlnd may bu

blowing fiercely aver the broad likes. The track is
almost constantly drilted full, and at limes the waler
rising aver the ice anto the snaw makes a deep slush.
through whicb your horse flounders up tu the knecs.
And then at times the cald is vcry severe, the nicrcury
frequently having (allen under .so below zero. 1
have reason tu be thankful that thougb this winter bas
been cxtreely cold 1 did flot lose a day, but was out
evcry day, in storm, or snow, or rain.

The massionary here bas not only hardships ta
endurec; ho bas even dangers ta, brave. There as the
danger of bis losing bis way on sorte lake wbere the
siorm bas obiteraied every trace ai thc road. There
as danger af darkness ovcrtaking hîm when amidst a
maze ai timber roads bc is tryîng ta hind bis way ta
the sbanty , and the prospect of passxng a night
atone, unprcpared, an the woods, when tbe thermonc*
ter is far below zero perhaps, as not pleasan.1. 1 con.
fess 1 tbank 1 must have turned pale wben, coming ta
tbis place, 1 learzaed af one af aur missaonartes bavang
t0 pass a night wa-idenng over a lake ; and of ariother
misstonary wbo drowncd bis horse in Tcmiscanguc
and narrowly escapedi bamscll; and af another mis.
sionairy wbose horst partly broke through tbe ice, but
recovered bamseif an time. Blut we get tased ta thcdc
things here. fGetting harses throaagh the icc as of daily
occurrence, especaally mn the fail and spring. Drown.
ang thcm as flot unfrequent. The ravens and the
Indians lcast upon their carcasses. But though the
work bas its bardsbîps and dangers, it is flot wathout
enjoymrnt. After a cold, stormy drive anc feis thank-
fui for the bearty wclccme ai the sbanty with ats
cheerful lire, ats substantial fare af beef, bread, beans,
and tea, Sa grateful ta an appetite sharpened by
the cold drive ; anda.ne's s.ieep upon thc hard bed is
gcnerally sound and refresbing, and there as saniething
exhilarating in driving upon a bright sunny day over
a beautiful lake when the dark green sprure mingied
with :hec lighter green ai the pine and cedar (oris a
border ta the pute spaikling snow. The wild faret
bas its own charms-thu soiemn miusic af tht wind
among its tait pines, or its stillness broken anly by the
harnmering of the great black waodpecker, Uic crcak
ai the raven, the scream ai the blue jay, or the soier
notes of the purple finch and thc chick-a-dee.

Thien ont Irequently meets in the shanties with
pleasant companions. You mlust nat imagine that ail
shantynien are.ignorant and halI-civalized. The most
ai tbem are farmers or sons of farmers ; and among
thcma you may find retired soldiers, fui! af tales of
their adventures in variaus parts ni the world,
Englishmen fresh from the great metrapolis, London,
intelligent foremen, cltrks, and cullers fram Ottawa,
Montreal or Quellec.

And then there is the satisfaction ai feeling that you
are engaged in the Mlaster's work, that you are bringing
the Gospel ta thuse whase opportunities cf hearing it
are scant ; and thaugh tht fruit cf one's labours is
not seen imrnediaitly vwe need not doubi but that there
shan be fruit though it be aller many days. God's
awn word wall flot return ta Ham voiad.

Miy work amo;ng the shanties for this winter bcing
ended, tht pleasure watb wbîch 1 turned my face
hotnewatd was flot unmaxed wath regret at leavwng the
driving on tht beautiful lakes ai tht north, and at
leaving tht kindiy haspitality ai tht shanties.

V. L. MACKECHNIE.
MJalta.c'a, 24Mh Mar, h z.SS3.

Q UERIES.
MR. EDiOR,-! should like through yau ta ask the

Iearned and clear-headed amangst us, Can you have
a Sadducee withaut a previous Pharise?

In modem language can you have a revoit in the
Church without previaus pride, formaiity and ritual.
ism?

Again, Give tht rule ai campetitian fuall farce, in
business and learning, cari anything prevent death
ta, sanie and meannrss ta athers ?

When you tel! a yaung mnan ta becanie a facile ex-
pert, do you flot put him an the high-way ta, idiacy ?

How cornes it that ail thc first-class infidels have
beeni trained by the Church?

Save John Stuart Miii, how cames it that tht
children ai infidels beconie a degenerate stock ?

A.B.C.

FRSE ST. JOHaN'S CitiRCH, Walkerton-the Rtev.
Dr. Moffats-has paid or. recently $6oo ai ils debt,
and met ail engagements quarterly with punctuality
for the past year.


