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be ineriod. The woman died without being bunied
with Christ by baptism according to the interpreta-
tion of the passage by Baptists. Now bore was a
pca'son of a sound mmnd who professèd faitb in Christ
'but whese bodily infirmities debarred ber frorn being
immersed. This, to my mind, Is sufficient to refute al
thé xi'gurnents ever used by flaptists in lavour of im-
mersion. It was the custom-siiè time ago to cut a
hàole in the ice in order to imtnerse couverts, and I
well remernber, sorne tbirty odd years ago, a young
woman wbo was immersçdl in this manuer and con-
tracted a discase fromt whicli she neyer rccovered.
She cconfeased to a minister who attended her on her
deathbed that the immersion was the cause of her

dcatb ____ ____ D. K.

OBITUARY.

In the death of Elizabeth Lang, widow of the late
John Jack, Chateauguay Basin, the Presbyterian
Church bas lost a truc friend. She was a native of
Greenock, Scotland. Her father was an elder of the
Preshyterian Churcb, and she was a truc child of the
covenant, a Christian of that gond old Scottish type
that is passing away.

With ber busband sho came to Canadla in the year
1833 and settled Bt Chatcauguay Basin. Her influ-
ence and no smail amount of time and toil were given
to advance the interests of the charcb here struggling
for an existence. Her borne was known as U"thc

ministers' om&» Many who are in the ministry to-
day will tbink of it as sucb, and wiil recail how her
happy cbild-ike disposition, combined witb ber energy
and souad jndgment, threw a charm over ber. life,
wbich attracted ail to ber. Littie cblldren loved
and matured people revcrcnced ber. Her faith was
.mifested flot so rnuch in ber words as in ber sym-
pathetic, untiring work for Uic intelligence, welfare,
and bappisfaaaIL. The tiew churcb, now nearly
compleuci, was dean to ber. W. hoped that she
would witness its opening; but God wiiled otherwisc.

Aft« six weeks of gradually failing strength, during
wbicb judpuintj mernory, sight and bearing continued
unzrnpaired, the long continued leling and loved one,
on beernoring of the 27th day of December, -i88o,
.left forr home* in -the eteruty alxtve Her âge being
,egtyuiýa ycars and ton months, we can truly say,
IfShe cam to ber grave in a full age, like as a sboclc
of iorgcame in bis season.» She is mourned by
the comrunity as one of the venerable pioneers to
wbom uwe are indebted for many of tbe present bless-
ings of social and cburch life She bas left a large
num ber of cbildràn, grandcbildren, and great-grand-
cbildren, who mouru her departure as a void made in
the fire-side circle that can neyer be flled; but who
mouru withb bigbt memories of ber past, and brigbt
tbougbts of ber present and future. "lTbe memory of
thc just is blessed." T. B.

Tazs Rev. Dr. John Macîntosh, of Befast, Ireland,
bas decclned the cail recently presentcd to him from
Chicago to succced Dr. John Gibson. He bas, how-
ever, accepted Uic one he received about the same
trne from Pbiladelphia. In doing so it seems that
Dr. Macîntosb is only going homeb.as we learn from
au cxcbange that ho is a native of Uic Quaker City.

TEE IlFoochow Herald » stateà that another assault
upon missionaries bas taken place in China. This
tirne (ut says) it is not the Fohkicn province, the place
of Uic assault bcing Canton. The- threatened out-
break at that place a few days ago, although not of
senious import at the time, bas not been without its
evil results, as Uic foilowing extract from a letter dated
September' 24th wiil show: "The trouble of the
Roman Catholic Cathedral bac! hardly subsided when
a most daring aid unprovoked assault was committed
by the Chinese upon the R"i. Messrs. Selby and
Morris, of Uic Wcsleyan mission. It secms that these
g.otlcmen intended to visit a place ealled Sbe-kok,
about sixty-five miles frorn Canton, after which they

-A8glOR AND -egOPLIg
I PRA Y THEE HA VE ME EXCU.SED.

The foilowing are some of the reasons of the intel-
ligent and moral classes for non-attendance upon
churcli: The first case was a young man of twenty-
eight, an accountant on a moderate salary. IlAnd 50
you want to know why 1 don't go to church? Well,
I appreciale your desire for exact information, but I
don't know as we have ever drawn up and declared
our reasons, have we, wife ?"Ilappcaling to a littie lady
who was an interested listener. IlThe fact is,» he
continued, Ilwe can't afford it ; that is, we can't afford
to bure seats where we want to go, and we have
natural antipathies to dead-beating it. If it was ab-
solutely indispensable to our souls' welfare for us to
go to church somewhere, of course we could find a
place. But we don't so regard it, and the places that
are open to us under conditions where we would feel
comfortable are the ones where wc haven't the slight-
est desire to go.» " There are seat rentals within
your means, of course? Il»" Yes-and if one church,
and one preacher, and one service, were as good as
another, it would be all right. But they ain't. And
nobody can make me believe that it is my duty to go
and hear a man who murders the Queen's Englisb, or
reads a dull essay, or flaunts in my face doctrines
that are abhorrent to me. I won't do it, that's ail. I
was brought up in an orthodox way, and don't dissent
from the main facts of religion, as I understand it. I
would like to go to church, for the habit of the thing,
and for the good it does mc, under proper conditions.
There are the free seats and the free churches, of
course. But how does a feilow feel in them who is in
the habit of paying his way? It's a Potter's field for
the living-that's about the size of it.»

A widow lady gave the same reason that was given
to a Chicago pastor by one of the financial pillars of
bis church for wanting him to leave. He was Iltired
of what you cali the Gospel 1 The lady remarked:
'I 'don't go to church because I had too much of it
in my youth. It was church morning, afternoon,
and evening, and prayer meetings besides, for ever
and cier-amen!1 I came to dread and then to hate
it, and the first use I made of my freedom-my mar-
niage, you understand, or you will understand if you
get the right klnd of a wife-was to stop going to
church, except now and then to hear the music. Be-
sides, 1 like new things, and it is the same old story
from the pulpit.».

The next was a rnusic teacher: «Il don't go to
church regularly,» she said, "«because I can't dress
weil enough to feel comfortable wbcre I want to go,
if I go at al. If it were in tbe lino of duty, or some-
thing that I felt to be essential, I would go in calico,
if need were. But church-going is now largely either
a fashion or a habit. I can't afford to be fashionable,
though I don't deny that I sbould like to be. If I
were able, and had been bred to it, I have no doubt I
should don my camel's hair, my laces, my love of a
hat, and my most modest diamonds, and sail into my
reserved seat quite as a matter of course, without
thinking at ail of making the plain little thing in the
back pew, in her poor best dress, feel as though she
were sitting on pins and needles. I don't blame the
fine dames at ail. It is all natural to them. Only I
do my penance in a less conspicuous manner.»1

A shop girl was asked. She replied : IlMy employer
goes. He is one of the pillars of the churcli."Il Weil ? Il
IlThat's reason enough why I shouldn't go. I know
how he treats his help. We girls are barely able to
keep soul and body together-and neither of them in
good condition !-under the pitîful wages we can earn.
Would you think Chistianity did much for you, sir, if
you were a poor girl, compeiled to work for four dol-
Jars a week, and expected to dress and appear respect-
ably, 'rhile your employer lived in a palace, and- paid
lîberally to support a church, in which his operatives,

sionaily. I go wheî any man of note is to b. beard.
I go to bear if ho bas aiy îew ideas-if be bas any
convincing proofs to give me of an imniortality wbich
I hope for, and a hereaftet wbich must accompany it.
I tell you, I have bungcred and tbinstod for informa-
tion on those Uiings, but bave nover found aiy one to
satisfy me-ministers least of ail.» " How long did
you regularly attend church, aid what denomination? »
'«I atteîded Suîday schoot and Uic Lutheran Churcb
until I was about fifteen years of age. Up to the time
I left the Church I bac! no rellgious convictions.
There was nothing in Uic pr eaching *that was attrac-
tive to me. It seemed wrong and cruel to rny con-
ceptions of justice aid mercy and truth. It repelled
me from Uic time I began to think, and the more I
have thought of the doctrines preacbed, the more re-
poilent tbey are to me.»-Examiner.

SERA PHIC FER VO UR.

I voiture to ask that wc shail interrogate ourselves
to.day whether Uierc b. not a mniscrable self-con-
sciousness in Uic pulpitsanad Sunclay scbools of al Uic
churches, wbereby preachers and teachers seem afraid
to lot loose Uic vitality Uiat is -in Uhin. I must avouch
that, in my judgment, refinement (so-cailed), aid cul-
ture, and scholarliness, are sorry substitutes for such
heart-warm, passionate (bocause compassionate), utter-
ances as the multitudes beard from Richard Baxter.
I can make ailowances for drcad of wbat is tcrmed
vulgarity, and enthusiasm, aid fanaticism. I can, in
a sont, sympathize with that fastidious reserve that
dares flot " lift upthe voice,»I or starùtei occupants
of cushioned pews. I know it is a terrible thung to -

some-admittcdly gentlemanly aid scholarly, and >reaily mon of God-for I do not for a moment ques-
tion Uic equal genuineness of thein Christianood-to
have their pulpit bands awny, or their pulpit gowns
tossed (I lumit myseif, as a Presbyterian, ta Pneaby- -

terian pulpit gcar)-sometbing sbocking to find fore-~
head, or cheok, or lips perspining. But as mainly
addressing mimistcrs of the- Gospel, and studeats, and
young mén, I feel coîstraid to proaounce ail that a
profound zmstake. Essaya are not sermoans, ethical
or philosophical disquisitions are not messages; aym-
phonius elocution is flot preaching, but saying. The
secret of Richard Baxter's prodigious vitality was bis.
scnaphic fervour. We urgcntly need more of it ; more
and stiil more. Without fervour thore is no vitality;
without vitality, no power. Above ail, without fervour
thene is no synipathy, no electric laying bold of Uic
people, no sending home of "lThus aaith- the Lord.»
I do flot sec boy a preacher or teacbcr can hope to
fire bis beardns if he be not hirnaelf fired. I do not
believe that it is possible, humanly speaking, ta makc
men realize the momentousiess of thé trutha declared
unless these truths rouse and agitate the speaker him-
self, ay, tbough men sbould cal! ut 'Ifrenzy.»

It is far fromn my wislz to lessen tbc amount of pains
takea to inform, aid cultivate, aid dignify candida
for the ministry and othcr service, but I arn increas
ingly convinced that if God's kingdorn is to corne b
the preaching of the Word, Uic Gospel of salvation
the preachers must stand prepared, not only tai b. ii
earnest, but to show it ; not only to declar. Utcheso
counsel of God, but by manier, aid bcaring, an
tone, manifest that it is their own all in ail; aid UthV
they believe that evelasting issues, for wcal or doom,.
are suspended on acceptaîce on rejection. I summon
alI of us to work, not i frost but in fine ;flot .oitly*
every sermon, but eveny phrase, sbaped in the glow'
of adivine heat. It was because Richard Baxter was-!
the most earnest mai in Englaid of bis century tbae
be wrought such wonk for God, and infonmcd, witb his&
ôwî prodigious vitality, gencrations of mcn. I cove
for to-day bis seraphic fenvour. I want to tir al
whom I can neach, to put keart inito their preachin
aid teacbing, as well as braiis.-Frm Rjuna
Nomwoformist, by Dr. Grosart.


