
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

sphcres et mlnist,.,dau work. Seven of tiein have been
preaching in vacancies-presurnably with a view ta a
cail. Othiers o(themliknowto besomewhatrestless,
or restive. From the year tsV6 titi new tweive have
lcft this PresbytMr and sought wark In tht Church
elsewbere ; ail but ane eft hese, 1 have good reasan te
believe, tbrough Ilresticssness.# I know there IS
similar Ilrestlessness IIin ather Presbyteries, but can-
not say whether in greatt~r or less measure. In my
view it is very sad. Tha pastoral relation should b.
very sacteii and tender and henaurable. In propor.
tien as it la ctherwise, the saving and ele%'ating
power oftht Churchilamarred. ls it tre-tting thet -
latien as sacred, tender, and hanaurable, fer nuinisttrs
te go a flshing in r-her churches, meanwhile holding
an tetheir present aphere? Are people te be blamed
for indifférence or displeasure at their minister in
such a case ? And la it possiblc for them, ta henour
bitu with their confidence and affection ? On the
ather aide, la it trenting the relation with anythîng
lilce consideration fer people ta fait ta criticizing,
fault.flndinf,, and epposing in private and secret thase
ministers wbom, of their own chaîce, they bave called,
and against whcm tbey dane net bring any charge an
a constitiatienal inanner? And wbat are wc ta say af
ministers who toierate and encourage such courses
taward their brethren? It stems te me that this
whole matter cais for seriaus cansideratian with a
view te future remeiiy ana preventioa. B

PRIEST AND PRESRYTE£RY.

Tht only question in dispute amang us at present in
reterence te relermed pricsts cenxang eut oftthe Ranvan,
Churcli is on a point et farmality: Should they, when
duly tzied and approved, be admittcd flly ta the
statua cf ordaintîl Presbyters with or wîthout the lay.
ing on of banda? Ail ar* agreed that theys hould be
therougbly examaned and, if ree d b., carefully trained,
befare admission ta the active werk of tht haiy min-
istry. Should ne accaunt wbmtever b. rmade of their
ordination as preabyters in tht Church et Rame?

Tht Chm.rch cf Rame is se grieveusiy ccrrupted
and inisgaverned that her priests do well te separate
tbemseives from ber communien; yet cniy in se, far
as she departs trom Christ wba as the Lord cf ail.
Thais right ef separatian they derive trami Christ him.
self, in wbose name they bave been baptized and
ardained; and thiey are subject te Him in ail things.
Consequently thcy are bound, bath as meànbers ana
ns ministers, ta prosecute the werk et refarniatian;
in concurrence with Protestant Churches. Thejare
rot te renounce anything in thtir membership, or in
their minustry, that is Christian, but carrying it with
them, they are ta associate theniselve-s most clasciy
with those whe are nearest te Christ, erijoy most ai
His spirit, and obey best Mis Woard.

Thais view accords with tht enigin ai aur Presbyter.
ian Churches. Tbey bave been refarmed froin Popery
by Piesbyters. Yes, by Roman Catboiic Presbyters.
jebri Rough and Joln Knox needed ne rternlination
by imposition of hmnds ta authorize their following
the Word ot tht Lor&in tht Castit of St. Andrew's,
or erecting the Church ef iScotlard on tht ruins ai
Popish superstition. Thty felt that as nuembers and
ministers oI tht Cathalic Church cf Christ they hadl
the right', and it was their duty te retarm both thern
selves and ethers, the Lard helping theru.

Tht centreversy about re-erdinatien is riot 50 novel
as sonie people seeni ta think. It was passionately
agitatcd in Scotland by the Presbyterian nancenferin-
ists during the twenîy-eigbt years' establishmrent of
Prelacy, and at tht Revolution period whcn Presby-
tery re-gained the ascendancy. Tht Genenal As.
sembly was disposed te discipline tht curates, who
'were priests by Episcapal ordination. But the Civil
Government passed an Act declaning that such et dt
curates as offéecd ta subscribe the Confession et
Faith, te submit te the Prtsbyterian gevernient, and
against whorn ne scandai ceuld bc preved fer thinty
deys, shouid, b. maintained in the possession of their
stipends as parechimi ministers. Tht General 'As.
se4nbiy at length gave jua thteexpedient, and boasted
te Quota Anne of "datis 'pregnant existence of their
rnderatian."1 Tbz Church et tht Revolution nay, in~
several respects, have been tee facile; but at anyrate
sht adhered te the ciii principle, that Episcopai or-
dination of Presbyters is for substance valid, and set
a qtample wbich we do weU te imitate when we art

ttmptcd to humiliate erring' brethrea more than is
necessany. ..

TIIE DROPPED LUVES 0F THE INTER-
NATIONAL S. S. LESSON SYS TE M.

MR. EDITOR,-It %vas a common coniplaint wlth a
dlams cf carelesa Bible students that the seven yearsl
course of lessons, knawn as the International, had noe
unity, that It Ivns a hop, step, and jump thraugh the
Bible. Tht statement may be safely muade that the
represenrative men united in tbis important wark can
kive a gond acceunt af tht principles and alms thley
had betre them, and that thcy were rot guided by
caprice.

Tht selection madle diii present in outine the great
leading and controlling tacts and principles ef tht
entire Word et GesI. In tht course we have taken up,
like tht one just complcted, there will cf necossity bc
links in tht vitally erganizcd chain ef truth that wilI
hang out ot sigbt ta the less care fui student. It would
be an important work for tjie pastar, or teacher of
teachers and senior classes, te pick up these links
and exhibit the erganic structure and lite presented in
the Word cf God. Thbis want of tanity was felt in tht
Old Testamehs marc than in tht New, partiy tramn
want of iratcrest, and partly frein tht widcr range ai
historical subjects cmbraced in the Old Testanir.nt.
The latter bal of this year in the new course wilà be
occupied with tht bok af Gentis. And, being in-
tercc;ted in tht better cquipnuent cf aur elght or ten
theusand Sabbath scheol teachers and senior scbolars,
could nothing ,be do-lc te pick up these drapped
links, bringing themn bistarically inte sight and uniting
them, with the prescribed course ef lessons. Itwîould
be a good service ; lenabling the werlcers te master
tht entire outline if Bible truth in a seven years'
course. This work, with the Normal Class Outiines
yau bave do neatly set before us, would leave tht
teacher and senior scholars witbout excuse .s ta
Canadian helps. If this can be donc now is the time
ta commence it. Wbe will risc and iead us in this
help. DIDASEALOS.

TA X EXEMfPTIONS A ND "R. .7. L."

MR. EDITORr-I bave read with interest a letter
that appeared lust week on the exemption question,
and whicb was signed "lR. J. L" Tht writer displays
considerable ingenuity, an ingenuity shail 1 say just a
littie bewilderîng, in seeking te sustamn bis ewn posi-
tion, and ta prove yau wrong. As far as 1 can judge,
howcver, his attack and defence arc met se strong as
at first sigbt perhaps tbey may appear. His arguments,
if thcy prave anything, prave tee much. "The answer
ef mnany wiil be," he says, and hte bimsclf is evidentiy
included in tht " man, 11,Il"that churches and thealo-
gical, halls have pre.emninently a dual relation-a rela-
tien tbat is special, and a relation that is general-a
relation te the well.being ef ecciesiastical bodies te
wbich they bclang, and a relation te the weli-bcing ef
the community or country in which they are found.n
Now, Mr. Editar, if Ibis duality of relation-a reliltion
to tht well.being ot a more priirate circle on the anc
band, and toa aweli.being ai a more public kind an the
ether-if such duality cf relation cmii be held ta con-
stitute a valid dlaim ta exemption, where, 1 sbould
like ta know, is taxation te begin? Why, every man
that helps ta build the chu rch bas just such a twa-
fold relation, and why shauld he flot bc exempt? 1
know et ne manutacturing concern whatever, there is
noa cerporate bedy ai any kind, that cannot very fairly
dlaim te bear this tvza-fold relation wbich your corres-
pondent thinks su':h an indisputable graund for ex-
emiption. A case, perhaps, more neariy parallci is that
ai schoois, not the public schools-I arn.sorry te say i
don't know wbether these pay local taxes or mot,
though I cari set no reason why tbcy should not-
bui, private scbools wbich most certainly p&y their fair
abhare of ail necessary expenses, and surcly have a rigbt
Io dlaim tht protection of this wonderful shieid against
tht ubiquitous tax-gatherer. 1 grant "R.- J. L-1' that
he says tht Church bas the dual relation Ilpre-
eminentlyf; but, Mr. Editer, diii yau ever hear or
read et any.pnivileged aider that did not consider it-
Self" pre-cými.nently "' fitted for its privileges ? Who is
te deturmmnt this Ilpre-eminency " cf the dual rela-
tion, will anyene kindly tells us? Dots IlR. J. LV
thirik that the "'dual relation " wbich tht Roman
Çhurch, for instance, bears te those within its cwn
p&Iemnd ta the woId atilarge, Ilpr-cminentiy» advan-
tageous elther fer one or other? Befote the break-
ing out ot the French Revelutian, wbat with clergy-
mn, and noblemen, and princes af tht blood, and
01h angers on te royalty, theri wcro so many whe
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appeared ta satisiy the claims of this Ildural relation»0
in a manner that wits wonderfully Il pre-eminentIIthat
the unfortunate plebeians were soan Ieft to p ay aul
thte taxes together, vie knaw with what result.

And now fur the arument tram the caie ora Mardi
tence. This, MIr. Editor, is an argument that works
bath ways. If honest 11, out of neighibourliness, due
sense of responsibility, and with an eyc ta scit-interest
as well, perhaps, will cheerfully help A ta build a
fence between A's wheat.fleld and his own pasture-
ground, then by parity of ieasoning on the very saie
grauinds la honest A bounci ta belli B ta build a fetce
between ll's field of oats and bis own woods. If the
State does somcthing for the Church, and it does a
great deal in allowing perfect freedoin of opinion, thon
the Church sbould de semething for the State in the
way af helping ta bear the State's 'burdens. Christ
prayed ta His Father net that the Church sbould b.
taken out of the world, but that white ist the world. i
nlight lie kcpt from evil. I. don't think Christ meant
that H is Church should tari a privlleged order in the
State, but that while bearing ail the resporsibilitles
and reaping the arivantages of State lite, it sheiald do
sa flot in a différent manner but with a différent spirit
frein men who look ta the affairs ai this world but t.,
naught eie. C..

MISSIONJ4RY IN;rELLIGENCE.

NYASSA M1$SZON.
It was at sunrise on the merning ai the 12th of Oc.

tober, 1875, singing the One Hundreth PsaM, that
the firat missianary expeditien cf the Fret Church of
Scotland steamed eut of the Shite upon the blu.
waters of Lake Nyassa, in Southern Africa. In the
fcw years which have passed away since that mnemor.
able morning, the Central Africa Company, consistlg
of the chairman cf the Nyassa sub-committee cf the
Free Church, Mr. James Stevenson, and other large-
minded eiders et the Fret Church in Glasgow and
Edinburgh, bas placed the IlLady Nyassa-" steamer
an the lewer Zarnbesi and its Sbire feeder frein the
lake, white the M4ission bas floated the Il lala» on the
Upper Sbire above the cataracts and on. the Lake
itsel, anid Mr. Stewart, af tbe Mission, bas made a
good read sixty miles lang arotind the Sbire cataracti.
By these achievements, accamplished by the power of
a Christian impulse, the head cf Lake Nyassa, by the
Suez Canal route, is breught within sîacty days of
Great Britain. Besides this, Mr. James Stewart, of
the Missian, bas explared the country between.Nyassa
and Tanganika, tbe next great lake ta tbe north, and
made the first survey for an easy waggon read of
about twe hundred and teti miles betwetn the two
great inland scas. Tbe London Missianary Saciety
bas tarmed stations within a few years on Lake Tan.
ganika, and this read when completed wiII give its
representatives a coinfortable route ta the ceast.
Saon tbe traveller will be able to ga with case front
Great Britain inta the very beart of Atrica in a littie
marc thau two months. A vast regien is broughtiio
contact witb Christian civilization. Tht "Academy»
says: "lThis route is destined ta became a great high-.
way. It is notable haw- admirably the missionaries
bave managed the once dreaded Mazitu, the outlying
tribes of the Zulu race, wha were reputed se, warlike
and se, savage."1

THE GOSPEL IN MACEDONIA.
In October last, says the "lU. P. Missionary Re-

cord"» for April, we gave, under this tite, some ac-
count of the work wbich Dr, Maraulis, a layman cf
tbe Greek Church, wba haids the tank cf "public
reader," is carrying an at Serrés, a town near tht rulns
et Philippi. He has instituted training sommantes
both for maie and femnale teachers, whom be propanes
during a curriculum, ot threc years fer tbeir work in
the scheols et their native cou ntry. His abject is flot
enly ta equip theni tharaughiy by a liberal education
in the d.ifférent branches ef secular knowledge, but ta
send thern forth imbued with Christian principle and
evangelistic zeal, ta becomne centres of light and spirit-
ual lite in the districts wbere they nsay be called to
labour. He bas aise instituted an elementary scbool,
which' serves the double purpose cf preparing boys
and girls ta enter in duc time the'rnare advanced
seminary, and of giving ta the students attending that
seminary the opporunity ai practising the m.t of
tcaching. Frora intelligence roceived freai Profeùsoi
Godet's Committee, wc learn tbat Dr. Marotîlis, who
attended Élie recent meeting of tht EvangeicalUàD.
ance at Ba, là prespering ini his work, and that his


