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THE SCHOOLS OF SAINT JOHN AND

PORTLAND $TWENTY.FIVE
YEARS AGO.

The following, concerninyg the schools of Saint
John and Portland twenty five years ago, clipped
from the Glube’s auniversary number, will bo read
withinterest:

*‘ Provious to tho passage of the present school
law, the public echools were given aid from the
Proviucial treasury, but there was no local tax for
their support.  ‘Tho Board of Education was con-
stituted as ot present. Dr. John Bensett belog
then superintendent, On the chango in the sys.
tem, when Mr, T. H Rand became chiuf euperia.
tendeat, Dr Beonett removed to St. John, and
here was appointed city superintendent of schools,
which position hie beld untel prosteated by scrious
itiness in 1881, from which he still suffers, Dr,
Bennett is now a‘resident of Dathousie. The trus.
tees of tho city schools tlien were 7oha Scars, Geo.
Blatch and 3 H. Peters, Esquires. Under the
system then prevailing aid was given to denomina-
tional schools, and Rov. James Quian, James Gal.
Iaygier and Willinm Carvill were commissioners for
tho masagenment of the freo schools io 5t John,
not in conuection with tho Madras board There
is no body now corresponding to the one here
named.

Tho public grammwar school board in the City of
8t, John ia 1861 were: Reverend, the Rector of
Trinity Church, president; His Worship the
Mayor, His Honour tho Recorder, Mon. Judge
Parker, William Wright, Esq.. Hon. John K,
Gray, Rev. Wm, Donald, Rev. Wm. Scorvil, Wm
Livingstone, Esq, M. D.; clerk, Mr. H. W. Frith;
masters, James Patterson, LL. D, scnfor classical
3 3r. Jas, Hutchison, junior classical master;
Mr. Edward Manning, Euoglish department. In
1861 thero wero in the City oL St. John 80 public
and 16 private schools, but only one pubhc scheol
building, us appears by tho Report of the Roard of
Education for that year, the public school teacher
paying an aggregato of §3,310 for the rent of pre-
mises in which tho schools were carried on

In 1800—winter term— schools 37, ‘teachers
liccnxed 34, unlicensed 4, pups enrolled 1,484
Summer term - schools 87, teachery ticensed 335,
unliceosed 2, pupils enrolled 1,553,

(At the present time there arc about 4,360 chil-
dren attending the public schools in St John, ne-
commodated in 84 departments, hioused in 13
buildings, 12 of which arc devoted to cducation.
exclusively, There are 81 teachers in the regular
service, and 8 or 10 who are occasionally called in
as supplies; since 1872 the tiustces have epent
about $242,000 o lands and buildings alone )

Portland—The trustees of Portland in 1861 were
Wm. A. Moor¢c and Stephen W. Shaw. At that
time thero were ubout 19 schools in operation  Of
the teachers engaged at that time, 3r. John Brooks
is tho only onc who is teaching nowin Portland.

(There uro at present 41 schools, 41 teachers, one
assistant teacher, and 2,400 pupils on tho roll )

———

act

Exauxarions for liceuse at the Normal School
ramo toan cnd on the 24th inst  Nearly onc-half
of the students in attendance wero classified third,

Tue examinations of the schools of St. Johnand
Portland were beld on the 1Gth, 1Gth and 17th
insts. A very satisfactory-term’s work has been
done, and the attendance has been good.

TeacRERS scem 1o Ue in better dewand thao for
some time past, Salarics also bavo an upward
tendercy.

RETURN SHERTS, BTC.

1t would slways be  ell for teackers to apply to
tho Becrotary of tho School Board for returmn
sheets and registers beforo sending away for them,
Often in this way they have to bo sent twice. It
would also bo well for tho sccretary to have n care
that they are not mislald after recipt.  Districts
changing thelr secretary siould inform ¢ho Inspec.
tor of tho changes, cspeclally if any school supplics
nre required, in order that they may reach thelr
proper destination,

Asscssment blanks are no longer supplied by tho
Board of EdQucation. 7acy can very readily be
mado after tho form supplied in thoschool manual,

School manuals aro supplied directly from the
cducation uflicn, not by tho Inspectors,  Districts
cntitled to special aid as Poor Districts are nctified
of the fact.

JOURNALISTIC PROGRESS.

We havo reccived a copy of the Evening Standard,
an cight-page daily, published §n St. Jobn, It is
ably cdited and fully up to tho times in news mat-
ter  We heartily wish it suceess.

The anniversary number of tho St. John Gludeis
o splendid specimen of journalism, and will be read
and preserved by hundreds. It is very interesting
to read clustered around.a fuc simile of o Globe ls-
sued tiwenty-five years sgo an accous of the prog-
ress we have since been making, The Glole has
long been one of the most familiar. institutions of
St. Joho, sud wo heartily congmlulato it on its
progress.

Not behind the times,the §t John Telagraph has
been greatly ealarged. ‘This, edded to its new
dress of type, makes it one of the finest appearing
newspapers in Canada.

NONSENSE.

propoundir~ puzzlcs and senscless questiona, they
wust expert the condemuation of all practical peo-
ple  Wo bave bad occasion several times to pub-
lish samples of what we find, and hero are tivo more
of the same sort.  We withhald tho author s name,
as sowrbody might accusc us of personul am-
mosity

Tht distaueo Letacen two sowns s such that it
takes o coach p hours, toing ut the rato of a mites
au hour, to do the distance; and walking b miles
an hour, it will take me g hours. How long must
Istart hefore the coach that, by getting on it when
it overtakes me 1 may get over the distance be-
tween the towns in balf tho time §t would have
taken me to svalk it?

Suppose a dog, a wolf, and a lion were to de-
vour u sheep  The dog could-cat up u sheep inan
hour, the wolf in 4 of an hour, nud the lion in half,
an hour.  Now, if tha lion beghr-to cat $of an
hour befory thoother two, and afterwards alt three
cat together, Gnd in what timo the sheep will bo
devourd?

What is the use of such.nousense? Somcbody
says, ‘*mental discipline.” Well, granted, but
far better mind cxcrcises could be gotten from
questions that bave sonic immediate basring on tho
world as wo meetit.  Welivo ina real world, not
in n suppositional onc, .in which a dog, n wolf, and
o lion meet in fricndly compact over tho carcass of
spoor gheep  There aro thousands of pupils to-
day puzzling their poor beluddied brains over just
such impossible questions as the above, who will
gradunto knowing absolttely notbing about a
stcam cogine, or n magnetic tclegraph, or a telo-
plione, or the cleetric light, or the composition of
the water they drink, tho air they breathic, and the
soil they tread upon  They will wade through the
intri of compound, restrictive, relative
clauscs, and recite long lists of names and dates ju
Eoglish, Freach, and American bistery; all {or the

1f teachers and text-book makers witl heep on )

purposo of ““mental dovelopment,” and that the
‘‘mind may bo stored with uscful knowledge.”
Away with such philosophy I It is uoutterablo
foolishness! Lifo is renl, not uarenl,  Wollvo and
move and havo our belng fn the midst of ten thous.
and mind-uwakeolng phesomens 8o long ns
teschers will be content to feed their pupils with
tho husks of knowledge from which all juice and
tneat has been extracted, just so long must tkey
contont themselves with the fare of the prodigal
508 before he camo to his senses, —ZTeackers® Jnsti-
tute,

PRISONAL.

Mies Besslo Narraway, A, B, who taught so ac-

plably as supply for a short timo both fn tho Nor
mal schocland Victoria has been appoluted priuct
Ppal of tho Meilodist Academy at 8t. Jolns, New-
foundlund. Ttisto Lo regreited that Miss Nam-
Way’s services covld not have been refained in this
Province.
. Mr. Geo. R. Parkin, A AL, has been lecturdeg in
Frcdericton and Sussex.

Mr. J. AL McLeod, A. B., priccipsl of tho Camp-
beliton schools, hias given up teachiog to follow the
study of the law,

Wo are pleased to learn that Miss Addle Hanson
who hes been unable to teach for somo tine owing
to iliness, is again able to resume ber duties.

Miss 5. E. Whipple, assoctate principal of the
Albert Bullding, Carleton, was married on Tues-
day, i4th fnst., the fortunate man being Mr. Thee.
. Btrcet, of Boston, Masa,, Wo extend our hearti-
est congratulatigns.

Tho following changes have token place in the
staft of teachiers of St Jobn: Miss Ida' Rutberford,
of the Viciorla annex, ‘Sister Redemplor of Pat
¥ick's “Hell, Carleton, spd Sister Beutdlet of Bt
Joseph’s, retide. !

Miss Mary Seely has been appointed to filt the
vacancy cuused by Miss Rutherford’s retirement
and Sister Clementine and Sister 3Mary Joseph are
to 8l the places of Sisters Bencedict and Redemptor.

Ar. H. V. Ilayes, who has bad chargy of the
Hawpton schools, hias been apporated to 1ho. princi-
palstip.of the Milford departraents in the place of
M, Jobn E. Deap, resigned.

Bliss-Agnes. E. Livingsion, Associste laiArts pf
1 31eGil College und the University of. Bishop's Col.
 lege, Lennoxville, formetly engaged on the-Port-

and teaching staff, has been appointed to the post-

tion vacated by Miss Whipple's rctirement. Wo
congratulate Miss Liviogston and feel suro sho will.
justify. the high expectations formed ot her,

Miss Clara E. Williams has been appointed o the
vacaacy oa the Portland stafl of teachers caused by
the retirement of Miss Livingstoac: -

Professor Fraser, principal of tho school*for the
blind at Yalifax, was In fown Saturday ou his re-
*arn from Fredericton.  This school, which serves

ae iniciests 6f )| the Maritime Provinces, s an
admirably conducted institutfon. Hitherto Nova
Scotla school funds lave contributed rether moro
than thele proportionate sharo o the malnténanes of
this school, ‘and Mr. Frarer’s fnterviow with-the
government was convetted with this feature of the
business,  Professor Fraser is an cditor as well ss a
teachtr. T%e Critic, which he owas and maaages, is
sa enterptising weekly,

ERRORS IN SANGSTER,

Editor Journal:—In List of Errors found in
Sangeter's National Arithmetic, as publisked ia-
‘Jounxar, the avswer to question §, exerciso'28,
and to question 110, -excrcise 165, are correct as
found in book, and wore seat in by mistake. An-
awer 2840 cxerciso 165 wasnot printedcorrectly in
Jounxar. It should Le, *for $3640.3083 read’
$304001432 4 .7

oo Yours truly,

Jourx -E, Dean,
Deoc. 10, AL




