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are a trille larger. 'l'lie ink has also
proved (of bettei quality, so that it lias
flot been retraced by any later hand save
where corrections have been made. I

another respect it lias the advanitage of
the Vatican rnanuscript, that, though it
lias been nîutilated at the beginning, it
c(>ntains the entire New Testament
coiplete, buing the only v'ery early

nanuscript that does so. Tischendorf
claimis that it belongs also to ai) earlier

date thaiî the Vatican, but the general
opinion is that it niust b(- placed, at

least, a few years later. It stili belongs,

however, to the iiuiddle of tue fourtlî
century, and this carnies us back nearly

x6oo years, or about as near bo the
(irigin of the New Testament as wu are

to Shakespeare. Its importance as a
second witnuss tu the text is greatly iii-
creasied by tie fact that it is certainly
independurnt of the Vatican copy, con-

taining, sucli variations froni it as to

niaku it plain that neither was taken

frorn the other, nor yet botb froni the

sanie prototype. Wlîerever tlîey agree,

tiiercfore, we nîay feel tolerably sure

that we have the' original words of the
apostolic writers. Westcott and Hort,

the two most recent editors of the New

Testamntî text of any importance, con-
sider that their united evidence out-
weighs that of ail other authorities

conîbinied. In addition to the canonical

books the Sinai nîanuscript contains the
entire Epistie of Barnahas axîd a con-

siderable fragment of the work known
as the Sheplierd of Hernmas. Until the

discovery of tlîis nîanuscript consider-
able portions of both these eanly coin-.
positions had been kriown to us only
througli Latin translations.

3. The third in the list of great manu-
script Bibles is the Codex Alexandrinus,
wliich is one of the special treasures of
the British Museunm, wbere it is con-
stantly on exhibition. It was presented
to King Charles I., in 1628, l'y the
celebrated Cynil, Lucar, Patriarcb of
Constantinople, the Crannier of the
(reek Cliurch, wlio vai'ily souglît to
reforin it on Protustant lines, and paid
thc penalty with his life wlicn the, re-

action camne. Cyril had previously heun

patriarcl- of Alexandria, and it is thouglit
that hie hiad brouglit this work with hini
froi- tlîe Egyptian capital on lus trans.

lation to the Ste of Constantinople.
Hence the narne by %vhicli it bas corne
to be universally known. This was tie
earliest nuanuscript of first-rate import-
ance that uvas tlîoroughly studied by
scholars for tlîe purposes of criticisnu.
Like the two previous ones, this work

originally contained the whole Bible,
but a good nîany leaves lucre and
tlîere have been lost froni il iii course
of tinme, il having evidently suifer-
ed from- lack of proper binding. It

contains also tlîe two Episties attributcd
to Clenient of Rom':, and until twenty

years ago was the only known authonity

i il


