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[of. Yet was all this pure spintual feeling.

Each had, in imagination, long associated and

wvested the other with every thing pure and

twirtwous.  They took no thought for the fu-
ltore; but in their day dreams and prescat
hour of delight, deemed, ard hoped that as
they then were, so would they ever be to cach
cther.

As day by day Liosiel made his visits, sodid
attachment, by their constant intercourse the
more wcrease and become confirmed. Lionel
zlso became 2 greater favourite of, and was
treated by the Canon with more kindness than
cver, bemg frequently invited by him to dine
and passevenings, on which occasion he would
have im and his daughter sing together.—
For two years did thus state of things continue
and Lioncl and Margaret were constantly in
cach others company—none drcamiing of the
dezp affection exisung between them. With
recard to parents, both were now similarly
sneated.  Margaret at eight years of age was
called to mourn the loss of a mother who had
tended her duning her eathest years with the
greatest tenderness, since which period she
had been left much to herself when at home.
The Canon besides attending 10 the duties of
his office, passed 1: uch ume m study ; and ex-
cept when her masters were 1 attendance,
assisting her in her studies, she was her own
mistress.  The death of the mother of Liouel
had taken place i the course of the last two
vears. His father held an office under govern-
ment, the duties of which demanded anid oc-
capied his whole attention, so that Lioncl, with
the excepuion of the church duues, and a few
stated hours of cach of three days during the
week, which were devated 1o classical and
musical studics, was free 1o go whereand whea
he pleased.

He had now attaned the sixicenth year of
his age, and the clear silvery tone of lus voice,
according to the course of natuve, was changing
to the dezper diapason of manhood ; conse-
queatly the ume had arnwved that he, in due
course of cvents, must ressga the office which
he had litherto filld w the charch. The
symploms of sach change were regarded with
muck regret by Miss De Vere, beeause sheno
longer could hear the compesitions in which
she 100k so great delight, performed by onc,
who, 1n her judmacnt far excelled all others
therr execation. By him. because reaily at-
tached to, and taking delight i the serviee, ke
conld no longer veinin his office. His wiens
atthe hoase of the Canon oo must now be

! ess.frequent, l;ec:usc mdependent of the cu-

cumstances under which he had commenced
them having no longer existence, he must also
engage in some worldly occupation, which
would require his attention to its successful
and profitable prosecution. Having resigned
his office he became a less frequent visitor at
the house, but his intimacy was now on sach
torms that he was no longer regarded as a
mere Loy, but treated by the Canon in a man-
ner more in accordance with his riper age.—
While attached to the cathedral no one noticed
the familiar terms which existed between him-
self and Miss De Vere; because knowing the
favour with which the Canon regarded him,
he was merdy considered fortunate in having
attracted his notice, and so much of familiar
intercourse scen in public, which passed be-
tween the daughter and himself was looked
upon as a natural consequence of the Canon’s
distinction. Their youth also bad hitherto
been sufficient to shicld themf{rom the remarks
usually made on others in similar situations.
But now circamstances were changed.  Lionel
was no longer 2 mere boy, his present position
no longer warranted that familiatity on the
former terms ; and the same reasons cqually
applied, wih regard to Miss De Vere. The
Canon stll entertaining the same friendly fecl-
mgs toward Lionel, oftgn specially invited him
to his houss, and on these occasions if by
writing, it was by the hand of Margaret the in-
vitation waspenned.  Andnow began to lower
the clouds of sorrow, which darkened the ho-
rizon of their bright heaven, and were the pro-
cursors of the storm which was about to burst
on them in all its fury. The Canon having
expressed a wish that Lionel should vis' him,
desired his daughter to write and send a billet
of invutation 10 him; a desire which was most
gldly complicd with. The note was written
and despatched by 2 servant, who having ar-
rived at Weston's home, found Lionel pre-
panng for a journey; and on delivering the
notc, was dismissed with a verbal message
that a wntten answer would be shortly retern-
ed. Itso happened that a few hoursprevious,
Mr. Weston had recaved & government des-
patch accompanizd by others withinsiructions
to give his isunediate personal atiention 0
that directed 10 himself; scloct a messengerin
whom he could place firm confidence, and by
b forward withoat loss of ime the othersto
their place of destitauon, which place was
situazed absct one hundred miles from the
Gty 1 which ho resided.  In complianco with
theiw mstructions, he immedistely desred Li-
oael to prepats himselfto catry thedespatcher,



