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CANADIAN POLITICS.

[From the Scotaman.}

STATE OF AFFAIRS IN CANADA.

We sunounced in our last that the Canadian
Huuse of Assombly had heen dissnlved. "Tho
Address in reply to Lord Gousford’s Messago,
which lad to tlus step, will be found in another
column. ‘i’he Messuge will be found in the
Scotsman of the 16th inst.  We shall tuke n
survey of the contents of this Address, which
is a document of considerable importunce.

For tho last four yenrs the House of Avsem-
bly had stopped that portion of the unnual sup-
plies which was appropriated to the puyment
of tho judges and cwil officers.  'The 8th re-
solutinn pnssed by Parlinment last session,
urms Lord Gosford with power to pay them
out of Bruish funds in the mean time, tho a-
mount under the special Act of British Par-
liament, unless the Coalonial Legislatura grant
the mouey, and prevent this stronyg exercise
of imperial aunthority. On this pont the Ad-
dress refuses all concession. It declares that
the stoppuge ofthe supplies is founded on prin-
ciples recogunised by the Constitution as the
n:eans of obtaining the redress of numerous
grievances the province has long lahoured un-
dor ; that these grievances are acknowleaged,
und should have been removed befure such
extreme toeusures were resorted toj nnd that
they can ooly regard tl.ese measures * asan
attack upon the property ofthe people und
upon the most sacred rigits of the House, as
constituting a scrious obstacle to the arrange-
ment of the existing difficulties, and as tending
to wealen the tics which bind the colony to
the mother country.”

Finding thatthe partial stopping of the sup-
plies did not compel the Government to suc-
cumb, the House of Assembly lust year put a
stop to the whole public business, by rofusing
to exercise its legislative fuuctions. This also
isboldly justified 'The House of Assembly
resolved * to wuspend its deliberations,” be-
csuse **it could not, with advantage to the
country, enter intothe labours and incer the
expenses of a Mgular session in cunjunction
with the present Legislative Counci, whose
anterior proceedings breathed nathing but fac.
tious oppusition to the wislies, wants, and in-
terests of the people.” ‘The people of Britain
have sonie reason to sympathuze in this plea.
The Legislative Council is the Canadian house
of Lords s and were the Commons of Britnin
disposed tu net on the principles of the House
of Assembly, they might well decline to incur
the expences of & regular session, in conjunc-
tion with a bady ¢ whose snterior proceedings
breathed nothing but a fachious opposition to
the wishes, wants, and interests of tho people 1
T'hey profoss to be astonished that the Briush
Parlinment, after admitting that the Legisla-
tive Council is not so constituted as to enjoy
public confidence, and doing nuthiang to reme-
dy the evil, should conjouin with this “an im-
perative demand for supplies.” They hold
that  the supplies are granted by the Com-
mons solely in considerntion of their entire
confidence in the Government 3 and this con-
fidence cannot esist while the Goverament
teaves untouched a legistutive body which it
upenly ncknowledges not to possess the confi-
dence of tho public.”  We must explam,
howover, that Lord Gosford informed the
Houge in his Message, that the reforin of the
Legislative Gouncil would huve been carried
o effect, if the King's death, and tho conse-
quence chssolution of parlinment, had not in-
terupted the public business.

. 'Tiey affect to believe that the British Parlia-
linment, in pngsing the resolutions, had acted
on “a forced interpretation” ofthe language

minatiun to suspend its delibrations.  They
mean, wo suppose, to repel the iden, that thoy
nim at a separation of the colony from the mo-
ther country.  Thoe only coudition they iusist
on, as essentinl to the restoration ot harweny,
is the catablishment of an clective Legislative
Council. At all events, they hold that the
reforms contemplated by Ministers in the con-
stitutiva of the Council, must first be made
known, before the House of Assembly can con.
sent to resume its doliberstions.  National
pride has been the source of half the wars
which have desolated the world ; and here we
have the pride of the colony murshalled ngainst
the pride of the mother country. Grant the
Civil List, snys the one party, and vou shall
then huve reforms.  Let us lirst see your re-
forms, the other replies, and we will then con-
sider the Civil List. Itis not impossible that
the bayonet mny by-and-by be unsheathed to
decids who shall malke the first concession !

Onu considering all the circumstances, they
“ find themselves under the painful necessity
of adhering to the determination come to lnst
sussion, of suspending their deliberations until
the reforms promised (and that of the Legis-
lative Council above all) are consummated.”

In his reply, Lord Gusford expresses his
deep regret that the House of Assembly lad
made the resumption of its legislutive duties
contingent on a coudition which the British
Government had solemnnly declared it wos in-
cxpedient to grant.  The House was imme-
thutely prorogued, and dissolved a few days
afterwards.

We suspend a full discussion of the subject
until we have some further details. ln the
mean time 1t may be proper to put the reader
in pussession of u few statisucal facts. Lower
Canada hud 511,000 inhabitamsin 1831, Of
these 400,000 were Catholics, compused per-
haps of 20,000 Irish and 380,000 French.
The population must now amount 1o 650,000,
of whom perhaps 450,000 are French. The
proportions of the tvo races has an important
beuring on the questions now agitated, but we
want precise data for its determination.

The House of Assembly cuonsists of eighty
three membess, who 1re clivsen for a penod of
four years. The clectors cunsist, we think,
of all the holders of real proporty, aund theso
may be estimated nt one-ninth of the popula-
tion, or 70,000. Complaints are made, how-
ever, that the representation is unequally dis-
tributed, no provisious being mude to increase
the members for nnwer districis as the popule-
tion grows, and that in consequence the
French inhabitants, who accupy the older dis-
tricts, have an undue share iuthe representa-
tion. Sincothe system of lavishing graats of
land on fuvourites ceased, the Government can
have no great influcnce 3 and the new elec-
tions will therefore most probably express
pretty fairly the opinions of the people.

Our impression is, that oll the mattars in
dispute between Lower Canada and the mother
country will be easily -adjusted, exeept that re-
lating to the Legislative Council.  Iu dealing
with the quastion much depends on a point
which, so far aswe know, is not yet clearly
soutled ; namely, whather the doninant party
in the Assembly is purely » French party, or
whether it is simply n Liberal party. Ifihe
former, the introduction of au clective Coun-

»

agaiust the abuse of power, and enable
to injurc or oppress the English settlers.

this cnse, it would be the duty of the Govern-
ment to resist the proposed innovation. If it
is a Liberal party composed of both races, and
if new elections, fairly conducted, prove that
the mass of the colonists consider the chango

indispensable, it may be necesssry to concede
it. Tho quostion does not however, scem so

used by tho Assembly, in declaring its deter- I simple to us a6 it does to many. It is true the

cil would take away the ouly steady barrier|or recrmung the old appoiriments.
1t F therefore,'the Liberals in the se : 3
In | ulso tab e the field, and that speedily, with their

American States have elective Upper Chan- '
bers ; but Canadais not an independant State:
it is a colony, which hns been nursed and pro-
tected by the mothor country at a gront ex-
pense, und may well submit to some restraint
for tho advantages, it has reaped {rom the con-
nection. T'his does not nuthorise Brituin to
inflict bad government upon it ; bot it justifios
hier 1 retoiniug such influence m the manage-
ment of its aftuirs, as shall proteet her fair in-
12rests in its coucerns from invasion. An Up-
per Chamber, filled by Royal nomination with
native Canadians of Liberal views, but sincere
frionds to British counanection, is onc means
(It may be the only means) of accomplishing
thisobjoct. fts power bheit remembered is
nearly negative. Itcan pass no law, impose
no tax, but acts simply as a check on the pro-
ceedings of the other EHouse. With suUpgper
Chomber, such as the present Minister would
appwint, and its freely chosen House of Assem-
bly, we firmly believe that Canada would have
a murh bettef Guvernment than the mother
country now enjoys, or is hkely to enjoy for
many years. The colonial constitution might,
in our opinion, bave subsisted if the Torics had
not brought odium upea it, by picking the
Legislative Council from men of their own
creed, haters of populur principles, and sworn
foesto tmprovement. It way be, that the ir~
ritation and distrust thus generated, ore too
strong for uallintives. Ifso, we trust Minis-
ters will promptly concede an Elective Coun-
cil. It would be wiser to declare the colony
independen®, at once, than to keep it in subjec-
tion by the sword.

[The following erticle, from the London
Globe, may be decmed approprinte enough ut
the present juncture in this Province ; it shows
that the peoplo of England are alive to their
interests, and Nova-Scotians should follow in
their wake,—Bee.]

NECESSITY OP LIBERALIZING THE COUNTY MAGIS-
TRACY.

We have on former occasions spoken of the
surt of monoply of every local and orgamzed
power in the counties, by that party who have
uut yet done celebrauing thewr receat succes-
ses in those quarters, and wreaking their ven-
geance for every independent vote. We do
say it1s high time for a Liberal Government to
break every link within its seach juthe chain
of that undue domination winch has been suf-
fered to take root through the length and
breadth of their land, aud to push its ramifica~
tions farand wide, wherever there were fears
or hope to be worked on within the sphere of
its inflvence.

An apportunity will scon present itself,
which should not be allowed to be lost, of in-
fusing Liberal principles into the local govern-
ment of the counties. Al commissions of the
peace expire within six mouths from the de-
mise of the crown; and itis customary, as
many of our readeisarc already aware, to
1ssue the commission on such occasions 1o a
number of new persons.  ‘The present Lords-
Licutenant, bowewver, for the most part, deing
"Pories, it is easy to anticipate what sort of
lists they are hikcly to send up for thie Chan-
cellur to make his election from in rencwing
Uunless,
veral couunties

recomendations, the Government will have no
choice, in the great bulk of instances, but 1o
make the appointments on tuose presented by
their party opponents. The links of Tory -
sway 1n the counties will be thus newly rivet-
ed ; and the ministers of u Sovereign 1n whqm
the notion are delighted to recognise the prin-
ciples which placed—and mny they long keep



