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CAXTON'S PEltl>LEXIITY,

Cton, ftEritiNg 4 o0 thRtee years
CxoR, SPfELIN 400tin foAr AGO.enyer

1477 to 1490, publistît an Etglisi transla-
tion lie maide f romi another (Frenîch) trans-
lation of Vergil's 2E iieid. Lt concluidect:--

"ll1ere fynysheth the boke of Eni'ydos,
cornpyled by Vg,--qye, vicliec hathe be
traîîslated out of latyne in to f;'cnshe,
and out of frenshe reduced into EPitglyslie
l)y me WVibn. Ca.iton, the xxij daye of
Iityn, the yere of our lorde. _.. iiijC lxxxx.
The fythe yere of the Regrie of kytig
lenry the seuenth."

speke ne frensbe. but w.>ld1e hate
vnidorst:ede hym not, And theonui
er sayd tlîat lie wolde iîaue eyveî
wvyf Saiyd1 thiat she viidera;odoe byr,
sholde a rîuau iu thyse dayc s iiow
eyiren, certa.-yn!y it is hiarde t )pl
by cause of dynorsite & change of
tliese dayes euery mon tlîat is in
iii lus contre. wyll vtter bis cou
n-at -rsini suche maners & ternîcu-,
shahil vriderstonide tbeyîu, And s
grete clerlios haue ben wyth mec
te wryte the mtost curyous tenui
fyuîde, And tiius l)ytwene plavii
I st3tnde abashied but in my Iudg
yn ternmes that be dayli vsed t.
vnderstonr1e tha-n the olde and -ir
And for a-, moche as*this prose
foi, a rude vplondyshie mant te lai:

In its preface he givs some acount of red it, but only for a cherkc & 'a n
his perplexity in choosingý,ý woird-forr-ns- tlbat feleth and ynderstandeth ii

iii loue & in noble chyualryo,
perpiexity ever presut tii they ar fixt. îneifan betwenebothel1haue redu
Tho our u lanuge is world-wide, flot insu- this sayd booke iu te oureuglysh
lar as theri, like perpiexities abound. This ne curyous but un such termes a

trui aoseirnieciaty o th inrodc- tanden by goddys grace acz,
trublîtroe immdiaty on he itrod C-opi-e. And yf ony inan wyll éii

tion of printing. Pr-inters hav fixt speling, yng of bit aid fyndeth sucbl ter
it is tru, b)ut in most irregular and T-not vnderstand6 late hym goo

tina fcin huteeprixte Vyrgyll, or the pystios of Ovy
tional fsio. Thu tese erpexitesshall s,'e and viudrstonde lyg

Caxton took a midi cour-se. H-e tels us :--- haue a good redar & enform-er,'
IIf delybered and eoncluded to translate it is not f'or cuery rude aud vuie

into englyshe. And forthwyth toke a penne and see, but to clerkys & very gent
wrotua orde rstende gentyles and seyence,lutj te! o tweyne, whych I ouerfawe agayne aile theyni tbat shahl rede lu tl

te correcte it, And wlian I sawe the fayr & te holde me for excusod for the
strauingo trnes therein, 1 doubted that it sh olde hit. For 1 knlowleche iny selfe i
flot pIemse soute gontylaien wblcb late blained nmet nrs nnes
une sayeng that in my transla",yons I huad oner nynce, Bte Ipryo me soe I
curyous termes which coud net be vnderstaudoi wret Buet I Prae inyter- v
of coînyn peple, and deslrod une te vse olde andif raed poouere arain rethe
homely t3rnmes iu my translacyons. atuud favu Anrd te eucr-se and cxorrete
anolde b sàtkfe ermnand red tberoiu, aud feuide faulte te theymi that san ode )k an rede herinandcertayril.v For hy m i knowe for suffycyenttho engr ysbe, was se rude and breod that I coude englyshe euery dyffyculto that i
net wele vnderstande it. And aise my horde hatil haLe translate*d the epys
A bbot of Westtmynster ded do shewe te me haLe the hoke of Dyodoriis Siculuis. aie
certayn euydences wryton iu olde englyshe for werkes eut of laty n in toeon gly:
te reducu, ut in te our engilyshe now vsid, And cor- adod agg.bti o
taynly it was wryton iii suche wyse that it was termnes craf tely, as hoe that hat-umore lyke te dutche than englysho 1 cou t e notre- Oye ule n i h t
duce ne brynge. it te ba vuderstooendeu, And cex nioatus emeukou
taynly our laiig,,ge now vsed varyetb ferre froru redtde the ix muses and vnderstu
that whiche wvas v;ed spekien wluan I was borne. calle soyences. Find te whom of
For we englyshe mon, bon bornue vilder the don.- ec sapord ups
ynacyon of the: moue. wbich is nouer stedfaste, o Eycns rpe. Thuon e ra
but euier wauorynge, wexyuge one season, and ethe tElcorr ete Tiden or y
waneth and dyscreaseth another season, And that or tey hhfnefale e
comnyn eng-lyshe that is spoken in one shyre v-oed yshcopy ndfrenshe asor
ryeth frein anether. In se much that lu m)y day- ed sybloptin fruuswore be gai
os happeneti that eertayn miarchants were in a arn lad. And y! othewrwye Ic sai
ship in Tarnyse for te haue sayled ouer the sec a bok. ted thyf cothrecye1su
into Zolando, andi for lacke of wynde thei taryod ti t thy quai stten-t sh
ato forlond. andi wente te land<e for te nef re.sle ton, first, a eplext sy
them. ,And oneO of theyrn nameti Shcffelde a tn rt a epetb
mercen camn ii te an hows and axeti for moto. 1epy; second, took a mnidi c(
and speoyally hoe axyd af ter oggys Andi the gooclo , cetdc us at
wyf a.nswerede. that slie cude speke ne fren, dhe.pe cuse n
And the merchant was angry. for he aIse cude, the scolarship of lus Uie.
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