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and the liko, over long rallway lines, independently of
the oxpense  Now, we focl convinced that, after Con

1. teration, the rosult of this will Lo the establiinent
{o the Lower Provinces of an extonsive winter trade
tu nur products and those of the Western States

Montreal and Quebee wlll continue to bo the distri-
buting polnts in summer, and Halifax and St John will
beso {0 winter In the fall, vessels beartng produce,
passing through our canals and inlund waters, wifl
convey cargoes to tho Lower ports, to bo thenco dis

tributed wlerover o markot oflers—Furopr, the West
Indies, South America—instead of lying unprofitably
in our warehouscs; ourexportiog merchants will havo
partners and agents in the principal cities of New
Brynawick and Nova Scotin; and, thus, a state
of things will arise which Wwill operate to the
mutual benefit of all parties concerned. Rut it
will bo =aid that all theso benefits may be effected
frrespectivo of Confederation. o do not believe
it Without Confederation we cannot have the
tutercolonial Railway, and without the raflway wo
caunot have the trade of which wo speay  Easy, di-
rect, and spoedy Intercourse with rogular and relinblo
postal facilitics, i3 a necessary condition of its exfst.
enca; aud wo should remember that the causes of na-
tional increnso and commercial prosperity aro oflenas
imperceptiblo as thoso which govern the growth of the
fruits of tho field. Add, thon this important incident
to the future that is in rescrve for us, as wo attempted
to describo iz our last publication, and we imagive
that few thoughiful men in tho Maritimo Provinces
will not hesitate before they throw impedimonts fu tho
way of the working of a Union which i3 calculated to
bo attended twith so many advantages to all within its
pale. Ablove all, it should not be forgotten that this
isnot a party question, but one in which the welfaro
of cvery fuliabitant of British North America is deep-
1y involved.

THE NEW BRURSWICK DUTY CN TIMBER
CUT IN MAINE.

11:2. DERBY, in his rccent report on tho state of
JH the Colonics, yuotes Tke Year Book as an au-
thurity for tho statement that tho New Brunswick ex-
port duty replaces a stumpago duty formeriy levied 1o
that Province, and jumping rather hastily to the cun-
clasion that this ¢xpurt duty was levied on lumbercut
in Maine, suggests that this uxpurt duty was dested 1n
violation of the Ashburton Treaty.

The facts are |, recisely what Zhe Year Bool asserts
In addition, as the question has recently assumed
fresh interest, wo may state.—

That under the Ashburton Treaty all logs, timber,
ecantling, &c., nut mavufactured, the pruduce of thoso
parts of tho Stato of Maing, watered by the River bt.
John or its tributarics, liave constantly been sont by
the St. John River to tho sea-board, aud shipped thenco
to tho United States freo of export duty.

The shipper has been required to mako an aflidavit
of the following form:—

SAINT Joun, N.B, 1st February, 1867,

Shipped by John Smith on board the schr. “ Rough
Diamond,” “Whelpley, Master, for Boston, Mass.
Burthen, 129 tons.

Pino Lumber, Masts and Spars. Spruce, Juniper,
and Hardwood Timber Alasts and Spars, Saw Logs
and Sawed Lumber, seventy-ono thousand six hun-
dred superficial feot 'ine Boards and Plank,

I, John Joues, doawear that { am authorizod by the
shipper of tho above named cargo of timber and lum-
ber, and that the auanmy Bhip[l)cd by John Smith fs
correctly described, sud containg no more than as
above stated, to the best of my knowledge and belief
Produco uf that part of tho Stato of Maino watered by
River St. John or its tributaries, and floated down to

this port.
l‘nzgsum'. SaixrJonxN, N B, } (Signed,)
18t February, 1867, ENKXY JONES.
Sworn before me,
{Sigued,)  B. ROBINSON.
Dory.
Tons Pine Timber, ot 20¢ perton,$

** Spruce,Junipar, Hard-

wood, &cC., at 16e. per ton
71,600 superfic'l f£. Sawed Lumber,

at 20¢ per Al. Freo

$
Frer.—Lathwood, Laths, Shingles, Clapbards, Sash
Pisces

Whon tho Reciprocity Treaty came into oporationin
1854, tho Governor of New Brunswick made proclama.
tion that under tho treaty lJumbor sawn in mills at St.
John from logs cut in tho Stato of Maino, would be
allowed to bo exported to the United States five, and
tha privilege continued until the 26th of February,
when the Solicltor-General of Now Brunswick dirocted
tho Treasurer of 8t. John (an office auswesing to onr

Collector of Customsi to colleot the duty un timber and ,
other lumber cut in tho Stato of Maine ¢ as beturo tho
{ssuing of the proclamation, dited the 11th Nov,, 1851,
giving effect to tho Reolprocity Treaty.” Of course,
this menns that lumbor sann ur manufactured s muis
at St. Juhn, oven if cut in the State of Maive, shall bo
liable to oxport duty.

It will bo seen that Mr. Derby s randvnmsuggestion
was curiously enough made previous to the levy ing of
the duty, and wo sliould not bo surprised it it was the
means of drawing the attention of the New Bruuswick
poople to thosubject.

Siuco then, Mr. Jowett, an American citizen, sly_»
per of St.John has retaincd counsel to dispute the
charge and try tho question, and tho authunties at
Washington, with that dosire to sypport Amerlcan
citizens uuder all circumstances, which it wouid by
well for our Gosernment to imitate, have inforined
him that his tuterests would bo protected.

We cannot doubt that the matter has been consider-
od in Councii, at Iredericton, and that the New
Brunswick Government have carefully hept within tho
Ashburton Treaty, although tho original intention of
the oxport duty, viz., the replacing of the stumpage,
has been dopaited from since lumber cut in Maine can
nover have been Hablo to it

MINING IN NGVA SCOTIA.

fDHE Report of the Chief Commtssioner of Mines for
l tho I’rovinco of Nova Fcotia, for thy year 1866, is
already printed. Like its predecessors, it is divided
into two parts, tho first treating of gotd mines; tho
eccond of mines other than gold

Respeoting the gold mines, tho juteresting fact
appears that more goid has been produced to each
hand employed than in any previcus ycar, although
tho total yicld is somewhat less than in 1865, The

figures are:—
Avorage moen employed .......... 6771
Crushing wills, water ... ... oo 11
. ¢ eam - .. 27— 88

Quartz and gravel crushed, tons . 31963
Y101d PET O o ococenvoincannines 10dwt. 14qrs.
Total yield of gold, including

360z from washings 24,102 oz.
Avorago yield for 12 mouths pel

man, at $18.00 peroz..c..... . oes $669.41

Tho Commi-sioner believes thus to bo rather an un-
der statement, as a system of dishonest gold-pilfering
has been commenced by persons pretending to be
pediars, who buy gold at half-price from dishionest
miuers, thus cheating both the mine owners and tho
government. A strict coforcement of tho law aund the
cmployment of several detectives is recommended,
To show what resources the government obtains
directly from tho gold mines, applicable to such pre-
vontive measurcs, we copy tho uold Balance Sheet of
the mining dopartment for the 12 months endisg, Sep.
30th 1866.

RECEIPTS :—Ront8...0oeies veee o8 5937
Royalty coviieeaeas . 12263

$18202

EXPENDITURES :=—

Salaries and Surveys.......$7068
Returns of Ronts & Royalty. 2654
Royalty Commission......... 669
Lands tevvvennninenensnnanees 1220

—_ o1

Net Revenue . ........ £11591

The stato of the Coal mining industry is very remark-
able.

Tho total sales of coal were 601,302 tons, or 51,552
tonsless than in 1865. ¢ Thacausv of thedecrease,”” says
the Commissioucr, *“ raust be patent to everyone **

¢ The abroi:auon of tho so-called Reciprocity Treaty
with tho United States, and the imposition in the
Jatter country of & somewhat heavy duty un cosl, has
of course had its damaging effect upon our coal trade,
as tho United States was our largest customer. Still
tho cffect has not been so grcat as mlf;bt reasonably
have been expected, and the aspect of affairs at tho
closo of tho fiscal year, ater tho abrogation of the
treaty is thae very roverse of discouraging., * .
Tho sbipments to tho United States show a decreaso
of 145,744 tons; but the falling of, it mag rcasonably
bo presumed, is not duo wholly to tho abrogation of
tho treaty. The great demand for coal during tho
Jate war, and tho depressing effects of that war upon
productive industry fn tho United States, gave a great:
stimulus to our coal trade, and one which did not
ceaso with tho close of tho war. Agaln, when the
ebrogation of tho treaty was imminent, a further
stimulus was ofiured to that trade, efforts being made
to forco as much coal as possiblointo tho United States
market beforo a duty should be imposed upon it.

4 When wo ook to tho othor side of the account—
to the direction in which our coal trado has increased
—the prospect is vory cheering. Tho proprictors of
colliories having a check put upoa their trade with the
United States, bave been looking about them for uew
markets. Tho home consumption has increased—the

IRgrvps0 amounting to about 50 per cent. within thy

ear. What {s mora important, the exports of coal to
hio neh‘l’\bounng North American coluntes havo tne
croatod by 54,090 tons  These tigures, however du not
sufliciently oxplain the matter: the annual export of
coal to tho neighbouring colonics has more than
doubled within the ast year. and present indications
warrant the bellet in a rapid and continucd increase
fu tho trade. » # ¢ [0 no reaton to doulbit that
by tho closo of tho incoming year the eales of Nova
Scotian cunl will have attained as great an amount as
thay would at the same period, had the Reciprucity
Tieaty continued in operation.”

o have copled this oxtract, not only for its in
trinsic value, but also as showing that tho same splrit
prevails in Nova Scotia as in Canada with reference
to tho commercial isolation from thie States, to which
wo aro being foreed; viz,, that it {2 an evil, but by no
means an insupportable or uncompeusated one.

It only remalns for us to give tho statistics of the
Nova Scotia coal mines for 1866, which are :—

Handsemployed . Cee 3013
No. of days labour....ooeeeee oo ol 665 0S8
No. of horses emgloyed ..... ..
No ofongiues, 46, horse power ...

Total tons............501,301

The receipts of the mining department were §68,110.
and the exponditures $1296, leaving the large mt
reyenue of $56 814,

The only other mine worked, besides the gold and
‘oa! mince, was the Iron mine belonging to tho
}Vo adon Company, which produced 2003 tons of Vig

ron.

MINERAL RESOURCES OF REW BRUNSWICE .
(Continued.)
BITCMINOUS SHALES,

'rllE Bituminous Shales of New Bruunswick are

spread over quito a wido extent of country; thoy
have beon recognizod at Dorchester 1n Westmoreland,
and oxtond from thenco to Apohaqul, in King’s Co,
a distancc excoeding fifty miles. At this latter place,
according to 3r. G. S. Matthow, thoro .are * beds of
bituminousshale and scams of Albertite in sandstone,
and further up the valley thick depouts of bituminous
shale and limestone.” The largest are2 howover in
which they occur, is probably in Albert Co. Thero
are two variotics, those known as tho Albert shales,
and another as tho Baltimoro shales, bug as they do
not differ materially fn their composition or properties,
tho distinction is comparatively animportant. As far
a8 we can learn no systematic efforts havo as yot beon
mado to turn this source of weslth to account. And
wo therefore think that a brief description of its
naturo, properties, and the uses to which it is
capable of being applicd, may appropriately find &
placo hero.

Dr Davwson and Sir Charles Lyall bave both pro
nounced opinions upon tho geological character of
theso shales; and Profescor Hind describes them ss
being of acalcareous bituminous nature, * containing
8 great number of fossil fishes in a remarkablo condi-
tion of preservation, every scalo being in place,
although the fishesare Sattened by pressure; they have
also their fins perfectly preserved. ® ¢ » 9 Somo
specimens which 1 took from the parent rock near the
Albert mines, resemblo 8 fino calearcous mud, stratl-
fied in oxtremely thin layers, cach layer being
serpaated by a coating of bitumen, I counted up-
wards of ono hundred of these layers in an inch.*
And bo further adds, that, “a ton of these ehales
would yield upon distillation from 60 to 90 gallons of
crudeoil ** It is more than probable that the first uso
to bo made of theso shales, will bo as a sourco of ol
for illumivating and other purposes, and in this
respect they will bear vory favourable comparison
with any other. In “Geology of Canada* wo
find itstated that at Collingwood, oil has been distilled
from bituminous schist which yiolded only cight galls.
of crude oil to the ton. Tho cost of tho crude oil was
140 tho gallon, when rectified it gave from 40 to 50 per
cent of burning oil, and from 20 to 25 per cent cf
pitch or waste; the remafnder boing a heavy oil fitted
forlubricating purposes. The Albert shales yioMd from
G5 to 90 gallons of crude ol per ton, or from 83 to 50
gollons fit for illuminating purposcs—and as the
Canadian manufacturers considered that if tho dis-
covery of Potrolcum had not matorlally lessened the
price of burning oll, thoy would havo realized hangd.
somo profits, it is therofore more than probable that a
shalo which ylelds ten times as largo n quantity of of)
might bo made very profitable notwithstandipg m;
enormous quantitics of Potroleum -now produced.

Tho dlecovary of ellrhopring shales in parts of Soots



