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that, iw,the,years.eoming thoge.who, sueer
wY, Lim now,may fecl houored by,his care:
los glange,;.. that. it lays with himself
whether e shall be a master spirit—in
his condéering all grosser inclinations—in
his aspirations after the exulted, the sub-
lire things that pertain to the Intellestual
niglit of man-—in his subjugation of ove-
ry viscious inclination—in his resolute
wiil to bo an lionor to the country.

EDUCATION IN CIINA.

The boys commence their studiesat six
or seven years of age. In China there is
1o royal road to learning, but every boy,
whatever his rank, takes the same class-
book and submits to the samo training.
The school room is a low shed, or a back
ropm in some . temple, or some attic in
some shop where each boy is supplied
mth a.table and a stool, and the teacher
has a more cle\'atcd seat and a larger table.
In the corner. of the room.is a tablet or
pioture of Confucius, before which each
pupil prostrates himself on cntering the
room, .and then makes his obeisance to his
teacher. e then brings his book to the
teacher, who repeats over a sentence or
more . to the pu}il, .and he goes to his

place.repeating the same at the top of his:

voice {ill.he can repeat it from menory,
when he geturns to bis teacher, and lay-
ing his book on.the. teacher’s table, turns
his; back ,;upon ‘both, buok and teacher
znd repeats ‘his Jesson. This is called
Lacking.bis lesson, Inythis way he goes
through- tho .volume: till he can ook the
Wtho book ; then: nnother, then. another,:
till he: can: back:a list of the.classies.
Thé boys:in the'school; tp the number of
ten to:twenty,. each gothrough the same
process, coling.up in turn to back. their
lesson, and he that has.a defeotive recita-
tion.veceives a.blow on -the head from the
master’s-ferule of bamboo, and returns to
s seab.totperfect hislesson. The school
teachers are usually unsucessful candidates
for preferment and office, who, not having
habits for. husiness or a' disposition to
fabor; turn pedagogucs, They reeeive
from each of the pupils -8« given sum
proportionad :to'the meiins of the parents,
and byarying. from threé to- ten or
twelve.dollars 'a year frora edch pupil, and| !
perhaps.in addition an ocoasional gift of
fruits orfod:| reoT - Tk
4The schools are ;opened at carly duwn,
audsthe boys:studyitill nine or'ten o’clock;-
when they go ‘to breakfust, and aftér an,
bouror, Bo'returnand. study til) fourior’
fivo-o'look:in the-afternoon; and thef ro-

tirg l‘or,t.bv day. 1 In! wintér :ﬂnymom&
timoa kave.a lesson, in-the, evening.

The first bookis éalledthe! Tﬁmemc;{l
Classio, which all Chiindso boys hegin with,
and which some of. their commentators
have called a passport into the regions of
classical and historieal literature. We
should as scon think of putting a topy of
Young's:Night Thoughts into the hunds
of a Deginner with the expectation of
sceing- him inaster it. These youny
Celestials are not expected, however, to
understand whit they read, but simply to
memorise, and oceasionally write out some
more simple chiracter, and perh.lps dfter
two or three years' rcading and memort
ising,; they'begin tostudy the sebtiments
of the nuthor. The sons of tradésmen
and inechanies seldom study long enough
to master the classics, but zain a simatter-

ing of books, and learn to read and write,

the l'angu-xvre Sufficient to keep accounts,
and gaidl 2 lltth, Luowledgo of math(,»
maties, when "their education is ended.
Such’ boy= and they coustitute no small
pomon of‘ séhool boys in China, a2s they
grot tip, rotain the sound of many chivg
‘ncters, but are unable te esplain the mean-
ingof a page in any common book. Thréo
or four years of schooling forms the sum.
of their caucatxon and that is insufficient
to give any' one a pmchcal kuow lcdfre of
thcxr Wntten lanvrua"e.-—-“ The Cluna
stswn b Y, WILLIA\I Dz,w D D.

HOW TO TEACH THE ALPHA-
v B&:T

?
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At a recent mecmw in Boston, Georgc
B. Emcrson Esq - had soniething to say
of what he had seen of tcnchmv in Europe
dunnw his Bl els. " Tle spoke of what he
saw in’ Drcsden. “He spoke of teixcliiﬁg
the a]ph'tbcb—of its usu.xlly being regard-
ed as'a druddery, which he “callgd a sad |
mistake. He clted an cx'unp1c of forty
boys seven ' years old \,omm«v to learn
their alp"l;mbef I't \vas mu"ht by 2 man
competent for a Co]lef'o Prdxdent He
commenced by drawing a fish on the black-
board, nnd'mqnmnv of ‘thc ’boys, “What

is thnt i
el
Onc qnswcr w'xs “ A ﬁsh," .md nnother

© Tt xs “the plcture ofa ﬁsh"’ and nnothcr,
t It i ‘the drawmg of & fish.” '4 “ Right,"
szud ‘the tcachcr to the ‘asb Thcy were
then rcqmrcd to make a mce sexftcncc
abont the. ﬁsﬁl 'f‘.[‘]us bemf' done, he then
phced before' them tbo Ieffers t‘hnt mndo
theworda '.[’hey' wcre then 1 uircd w
puit-the Jetters to«veﬂxcr 80 a8 td spell thé

—
Iwotd.» This whs donc’; also tho making
of tho letters on {1’ blate, forming the
.word. They woro next, required to draw
the picture of the ﬁsh This was the
metbod of teaching the alphabet, by no
novice, but by'a most léarned German
scholar. This mothod of thoroughness
was overywhere practiced In teaching—n
littlo at a time, and constant repetition.
“'The ecffect of this mothod,” said ke,
‘“.ls surpnqnm ow unlike is this
‘method to thut pursued in our primary
school!  The teachers use no books in
teaching,  Consequently their minds are
wholly on the matter of teaching—watch-
ing tho effect of their teaching upon their
children. When their interest tired, their
attention wag directed to 2 new sabject,
and thus the happicst results ara produced.
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THE FIRST MORNING IHOUR.

Nature tells us what it should be. Nut
ushered in  with din and strifo, aud the
trumpet call to hattle ; butstealing softly,
quictly, screncly over the semses, with
song of birds aud scent of myriad flpwers.
Just so should the spirit be in its waking
hours, buoyant, hopeful, bright, sonring,
rejoicing.  No.cloud of discontent,, no, fog
of sul]cnneasl' no biting_ bre: xth}gf vords
that “slay qme'(er than knife or bullc.t
and too oftert, Ged .knows; those who, de-

.} fenccless dnd/hopeless, ean wage with the

tyrant victor no warfare.  What misery a
.day, the first mormng of which, thus ush-
ercd jn, -shall bring, ere its sunset—how
many siching hearts can tell! - How lead-
en theifeet of duty move unwinged by
love, how many a' sorrowful houschold
niight reveal, did its tomb-like walls tell
all-the sighs and tears witncsscd \s‘it]nin
them! Oh, mothers, ~fathers, guard
your ﬁrst xcal.zng thoughts ! Bm dcn ot
unncce&sanly, or dwpondnwl), or svlﬁ«h]) )
thie new born day with ; ./cstmlu y's discon:
tents and sorrows, do not for )our owp
sake; do not for the sake of those \vhose
unhfted faces reflect ev cry flitting shadow
that mars the sunshine of yours. A
frowning face! Iow ~ad a lezpey for
children to hang up in memory’s c'nbmct
when thcy sit musing, in after )c'\r% on
the infuences that have marred, thcxr hnp-*
pmess :md by so much mannal thclr use-
fulncss "Look to'the ﬁrcr morning Ipurs
of each day, fo, lxkc the little stonc which
you idly throw into the Lﬂ\c car c]ws
whore it sinks, it lcavcs 8 npple that ‘shall
w;den and widen till it reaches the shore

of eternity,



