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8 A MAN OF TIE WORLD.

A MAN OF THE WORLD.
A SERMON
BY THE REV. LLEWELYN D, BEVAN, LL.B.

* A\l Esant wak a cunning hunter, a man of the field.”—Sen. xxv. 27.

I'ROPOSE to look at the life and character of one of two

brothers  Esan, the man of impulse, the man who was
*a cunmng hunter and a man of the field.” Iet me very
brietly renod “you of the history of the man, and thenina
tew wourds attempt a sketch of his character. In tha first
plize, then, in the life of this man, wo are told that there was
a straggle hefore
the buth between
the two brothers,
Faan aml  Jaeeh,
‘I'his, of course, was
typical of the anta-
gonism of life and
character  which
would mark them.
They were not in
any way abke,
Jisan touk after his
mother, and Jacob
after his father.
The impulsivencss
of the woman scems
to  be marked
strongly iu the
son ; she who was
so realy to go into
the wilderness, who
would have no de-
lay; she who, the
instant she saw
[saac, *“ligkted off
her camel ” to meet
hitn—allthese little
trrits about Rebe-
kah ecome out in
Jisan, whilst Jacob,
the younger, was
more hke sfather.
And yet the mo-
ther’s  love
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was =
tixed on Jaccb; =
Esau was his
father’s  favourite.

It 13 a thing which
you find every day
in  almost every
houselhwold, this fa-
vouritism ou the
part of parents to-
wards  their chil-
dren.  The evils of
it are well taught
1 the Bible story.
Foolish parentsmay
stady witd, advan.
tage the fawilies of
[sane and Jacob,
and see theill eftect
of vegarding  one
child rather than
waostlics . <Ana su
the two grew up.
iszau became a bairy, ruddy man—a man who looked every
mceh a nuntsman; he belonged to the open air; he loved
manly sports, and delighted to chase the wild beasts of the
wilderness.  Jacob, on the other band, was more quict, more
self-restrained ; there was a good deal of the underhanded ard
schieming about mm—a pradent, sharp dealer —a typical Jew
who represented the mercantile spirit of the race.  The other
man, tue elder, had more of the masculine about him ; a grand
man if he had only bad the grace of God in his heart—a man
of great physical strength, who might have been raised intoa
noble power, but who, as we shall see presently, went utterly
-to.wreck aud ruin—a faithful picture of many a young man
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A Who'ljstens to me now, How many of you, I wonder, belong.
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From a Photograph published hy J. W. Allingham.

'ing to places whero numbers of men resort—colloges, shop,
! archouses, and so on—how many of you were interested jp
the boat-race yesterday ! I do not know whether any of yon
went to seo it, but considering the weather there must indeeq
have been a passion for boating in any who did go.  Ther,
were many whose interest in it aroso simpl{ from a love of
the sport, whilst there were many others who had ** somethig,
onit.” Itis a poor thing to hear men talk of these athley,
sports as a means of making moncy. Good-bye—gaod.hge
to the worth of any game as soon as it is turned iuto gamblig,
If there ave any of you who take a good, honest, manly interes;
in the courage, the discipline, the strength, the self-dcnial,
the forbearance, which these men have to exercise to fit they
for their task, we
can admire that—
it has in it some of
the character o
Fsau ; the other i
the charaster of
Jacob, If there haj
been races in thog
davs, depend upon
it Esaw would have
heen found pulling
bard in the boat,
and Jacob would
have been fangg
betting on shose,
One day the elder
comes home, tire]
and worn ont; bis
brother has mad¢ s
pottage, a kind of
savoury soup, and
Esau asks him ta
give him some:
but Jacob will no;
do that, he wil
only sell it to hin,
I have seen chil.
dren develop that
sort” of disposition,
There are rome
little ones who
from the very ear
liest age ~were
always buying and
selling and makipp
money cven out o
their toys. Some
lads of this stamy
arc_ the mongy
lenders of the fa
mily ; they are al-
waysgetting pocket
money at home ar
at echool, and they
are always lendiog
it to their brothers
and sisters or play-
s \ fellows, and getting
T, Vo little interest m
it. And this isa
thing that canet
be too much dis
couraged.  But to
retura to Esau. He
comes home wom
out, and asks Jacod
to give him of tI:". pottage ; but Jacob will only do so if he
will sell him his birthright. Now a birthright in thee
early days meant a great deal. It did not mean onlya
possession, but the goud use of the possession ; aud it wasso
sacred a thing that when it was once given there was no
revocation of it, for you will remember the words of Isaac,
“I have blessed him and ho shall be blessed.” But Eean s
fainting, and wante to be satisfied, and he says, *‘ You shall
have my birthright, only give me something to cat”; and &0
the Pible strikingly says—and what meaning there is in thos
few ‘words—* Then Jacob gave Esau pottage of lentiles, and
he ¢id eat and drink and rose up and went his way: thus
Esan despised his birthright.” For a mere present need and
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