.

ite weapons from his weahest faculty , and the
very intenazty of hisantelivet presvented tim fiom
secing where Ina true streng.n lay  He apould
argue, he wonld try to convert me from scepu-
cism, by, what scemed to hin reasoning, the
conmnon figure of wihich was, what logeana
{ believe, call begging the guestiony and the
common method, what they eall 1znoratio elen-
ehi—shooting at pgeons, while crows are the
game desiredy e nbways starte o iy demandng
y aesent to thie very question which lay at the
battont of my denbre, e would wrang'e aud
weeatle blindly up and dows, with tears of voce
nestness in s eyes, 1l he had lod Ins temper,
a3 far a9 was posaible fur one so angei-gunrded
as he seemed to be; and then when e found
himself confused, contradicing his own words,
making conceasions at which he shuddered, forihe
sake of gaining from e assent o propositions
which he found out the next mowment I under-
stood in quite a different sense from his, hie would
suddenly shift his grocnd, nud try to knock me
down authontatively with a single text of Senp-
ture ; when all the wiile I wanted proof that
Scripture had any authority atall. . . . ..

¢ Besides, I never denied the existence of Jeaus |
of Nazateth, orhis aposties. I doubted the myths |
and doctrines which I believed to have been gra. |
dually built up round the true story. ‘The fact
was, he was like most of his class, attacking ex-
tinct Satans, fighting manfully agamst Voltawue,
Volney and Tom Pame ; while I was fighung for
Strauss, Hennell and Emerson.  Aund at last he
gave me by for some weeks as a hopeless infidel,
withiout ever having touched the points on which
I disbelieved. Hehad never read Sgrauss—hard. .
ly ever heard of him ; aud ull clergymen make
up their minds to do that, and to answer Stranss
also, they will, as he did, leave the heretic artisan
just where they found him.'"

Qur third illustration will, perhaps, surprisc,
but, we hope, will not oficnd.  We are in some
doubt whetlier the bearing of it will be readily
discerned 3 but, we arc persuaded it containg sug-
gestions which could be turned to the most valu.
able account by a minister of mental vigour and
alacrity, in dealing incidentally with a lazge and
influential scction of the population of this very
Canada, in the nincteenth century, We shall

leave it with our intelligsat rcaders, to ponder
the example of

SICRATES AND HIS METII0D 1: DEALING ViTH TilF
MINDS OF MEX.

« Early in the morving he frequenteid the pub-
lic walks, the gymnasia, for bodily training, and
e sthools where youtha were receiving instruc-
tion ; lie was 1o he scen i the market-place at
the hour when it was moast crowded, antong the
booths and tables, where geods were exposed for
sale; his wlole day was nsually epent in this
public manner. He talked with any one, young
or old, rich ur poor, who sought to address I,
and in the hearing of all who chose to stand by ,
not only he never cither asked or received any
reward, but he made no distinction of persons,
never withheld ms conversation from any one,
aond talked upon the same general topics 1o all? {

e L 3 - * - » . -

¢ To him the precept, inscribed in the Delphian |
temple—KHnow thyself—was the holiest of all
texts, which he constanily cited and strenuousiy
enforced upon his hearers; interpreting it to
mean, Know what sort of a man thou art, and
what are thy capacities, in reference to human
use. His manner of enforcing it was alike
original and effective, and though he was dexter-
ous in yarying his topics and queries according
to the individual person with whom he had to
deal, it was his first object to bring the hearer to
take just measute of his own real knowledge or
real ignorance. To preach, to exhort, even to
eonfute particular errors, appcared to Socratés

useless, 8o Jong as the mind lay wrapped up in its
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Labstual meat, or allision of windem, such mist
funst be deespated bufore aoy new Loate o't
enter  Acconhngiv, the hearer beng uoaa iy
fm\\'nnl Aot uncimg poalse nlrr;mm. me on
e generar doctgnes, and ey pians s ue ut <hose
teeme to wheh e wae most acaced, anta
which b il the mowt naplicat eonti feaee, S
crates took them to preces, and showed that they
wvolved conteadiciion and anconsistenry | prot
sing lumse'l to be without anv posieve vpinion,
nor over advancmg any 1t the bea ecfe e f
had unde g gone the propee punfyng erosseegame.
nation,

¢ It wae thie mdirect and negative procecding
which, theuzh oniy a passof the whote, stood
out as g ntost onginal and meat consh cuons
charnctertstic, ®* ¢ @ lhis constant hatut of

_never suffenmg o gencrad temm to remam mnteters

mned, but applymg st at once to partientare—ihe
homely and effeenve naances of wlich be made
choice—1he string of nterrogitorics each advane
cing towards a result, yet a result not foreseen by -
any one<the mdirect and circuitons manner wheres
by the subjeet was turned round, and atlast ap-
proached and iaid open by a tmally ifferent face
—all thia constituted a sort of prefogatine sn So-
crat-+, which no one else veems to have aproach. .
od,  lta eflvet was enhanced by a vaiee and man.

ner Jughly plansible and capuvating—and to a
" certnin extent, by the very eccentnenty of lus Sil-
. eme physiognomy. What astermed lus trony—or
, Assmption of the chaeacier of an agnorant learner
, a<king information from onc who kpew better
~than lumself—winle it was essentinl a3 an excuse
. for hia practice as n quesuoner, contnbuted nlo

to add zest and novelty 1o lus conversation ; aud

- totally banshed from st boh didacue pedantry
" and seenung bias as an advocate, whicl, to one

who talked so much, was of no smail advant.
age. "
P S —

Asstar, Reronr or Kxox's Cuvren, To-
roxto.~On March Tth the Aunual Mecting of
the congrega‘ion of Knox’s Church was held,
when a report of the temporalities was subintted,
and trustecs appointed for the year. Captam
Thomas Dick wos unanimously enlied to the
chair. The prelinunary religious services having
been conducted by De. Burns, the smtement of
accounts was submitted by Mr. MeXMurnich,
Treasurer, and Mr. John Shaw, Secretary, whea
the pleasing fact was announced, that during the
year more than one thousand pounds of debt on,

the building had been paid off, panly by the sale,
of June last,and partly by savings on the income
alove the expeaditure.  Ttappeared, sleo, that tlie |
sum of £266 had been contnbuted 10 relugins
objects, such a8 the College, Home aml Foreagn
Missions, and the French Canadizn Instiute. 1n
aid of this last objeet, the young ladies of the !
Bible Ciass hiad had a very svecessful Soiree,
Januazy last, when, after payung all expenecs, the |
clear sum of £30 was realized. The financial |
state of this large and growing congregation is,
we are happy to say, in a more flourishing con- |
diuon than in any vear since 1t was or;;:mzcd.i
May is sparitunl prosperity advance in duc pro-
portion.

[

Questioxs ror Biste Cr.asses —A cotrespon-
dent writes—** by all means continue the ques-
tions from the Banner of the Corenant) We
te ret our inability to do so—the Banner for the
tast month not having reached as.

B r—— P —
The Rev. F. Andeews has been inducted into §
the pastoral charge of Otanabee. We have re- ]

ceived no report of the gervices.

" mamrned 1

i things I*

- hear 0 many complaintal
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CONGLRLOUATION AL ORGANIZATION.

In prasren’ ng the buunese of hfe those who
Wl ver D have . uavage wah prudence,
and rew'ate thear aflaes e syvateny.  Mueh of
farlute that attends
able enterpngs o would be prevented,
A4 ther progertora hal a fixed plan of operatians,
nonder to e attaciment of there end

th ¢cnfisgen, and the w
even it

If a0 the maiagemieat of the secular affains of
men the utmust prudence be requisite, how much
more aecessary s, that good men gmde with
ducreton the affairs of the house of God. In
stewanls 1t ga required that & man be faithful.
Our Preshy tenan polity founded upon and deawn
from the Divine word 1s adurably fitted whea
fanhfolly carned out, for the regulation not enly
of the internal and wore spinmal sffaies of the
Churel, but also for the outwand bustieers of the
house of God. All things pertamng to it interually
and extemaily should be done decently and in order

When we hear of a congregativn becoming cold
and lukewarm, the very nntural wquiry ie made
“arc the numister and eldens nght-hearted men ?
[x the word foebfally preached and discipline
So also when we liear of a con-
gregation becotning mvolved in debi—falling into
arrears with the ministers stpend—neglecting the
stated contebutions for the Schemes of the Church,
the fiest inquiry that occurs to the mund iy, ““what
mcans ate used 1o guard against this state of
In such of onr congregntions as liavea
proper working organization we do not hear of
defalcanon 1 any department. Nor do wo be-
licve in many cases where a deficiency exiats,
that jt is to be ascribed to the inability of the
people, or always to the want of will.  The latter
is a libel upon the Presbytecian peeple of Canada
and the former notn accordance with fact, Whats
then 15 wanung to remedy hie evily of whicl we
How are arrears of
stipend to be paul—even the scanty mcans of bare
subsistence to be provided for ministers and their
famlies! How ia the missionary cause in our

* own and other lands to be sumained ! We ana-

wer, under God, by systematic organization, by
laving in every congregation and at every station
10 us feeblest infancy, some associatiov for carry-
ing on the “ ontward business,” as I'r. Chalmers
has so appropnately design sted the Sccularitics
of the Church.

It is the duty of every Station applying to the
Preshiytery of the bounds for a smsinnary, to
make an honest and strentous effirt 1o defray the
expenses that must neceasarily be incurred, they
should not count npen supplies from otker quasters.
The very effurt on their part not to be burdensome,
will affurd to the Presbytery the best argument
for furnishing the desired numionasy labour,. snd
if necessary, cking out the contnbunons of the
people.  Although the duty of sppointing the pro-
per perzons 1o atiend to such business belongs of
nght to the people, and can only be legitimately
exercised by thein, yet Pregbyteries ooght never-
theless, by vintation or othierwise, to sscertrin
that such necessary orge. ‘ization has beea formed.
For this end we would respectfully suggest that
i the absense of any gencral Supenntendent of



