
TUE WESTERN CIURCHMAN

Coliiîmnbia were nover able to attend a imeeting of the
%voisterîa coamillitCc tilOtlgh Lire coIIutuitteeS once met
at il înfl' iii the lZozky Niountains. Tire diflim~lty in the
way or the meeting of our corninittees froin the great
dlistatnces of' the ninbers froua each other lisso far
proved iiîuperaible. litit as tbc mueeting of conaluiittees
cluring time interval 1)etwccen Iwo mleetings of' the goni-
oral synod is a'ery desia-abie and înay be vory iinpar.
tant it s'iemns adIvi-able that a special coiiiiiiiltec bc ap-
poiflte(l to rpport at this mneeting of tlie general syr.od
as to the be3t way of oviirconiiig this difliuulty.

I exceptedl froin ny reinaî'ks tire mission iworki of
tire cimnacia, Tflac western couîaîailtee on tire subjeet at
its meeting lu lune, 189 (in lý.ifi, aeting upon a re-
port of a stib-comiiiîtt'(u appointcd at lîs previons nîcet-
in g lui Jauuary, 189 1, drew uptir a scheane tor the organ.
iz.ttion won'k. This was fuily consldered by the east-
crm eo:nmittee at tire tirne oî the meeting of provincial
synod to the province of Canada ini September, 1895.
'l'lic inodlied sceene adoptcd by bbe casteriu commitîee
rcceived th-_ careful attention oU tue westerrn coininittee
at Lire meeting in .January, 1896, and lbit vicavs on it
were Urwvarded to the castern coinnmittee. Tu'le joint
conititittee of bothi divisions met ou Septembe- 1, and
%vill report to the geameral synod. It ivonld be out of
place for mic to say anything on these proposais. I
would oniy wish 10 emphflasise the vital importance to
tlie clhurch of our Adopting ilicasures that ivili enable
oui' people to have a hall uindeestaiding and realizibion
of the needs, *respo)nsibilities and duties of lime charch,
,and thit by bringino, tire cflorts of time churcla int
touch ivitli out, people wîlI mmoit freely recive their
confidlence and supp)ort. Thea strengîth of tire c'ici
and tire loyaity or iti amenbers are ever wonderftilly
bound Up) mviti selU-detia-i and self-sacrifice for à on
thieir p)art.

Tite aciÀon of' the Ven. S. P. G. to ih ici, I have ai-
ready reflrr(i, wvili iodoiibt receive our mnost earnest
attenti»u. It is a1 sotAiey to %vhich ail our dioceses wvho
aire recelivin- sctiers are inlin iteiy iudebtcd. lu fact, but
l'or the mnunificent aud or time sowicty the CLurch of
Eemgiand in Canada iwouid to-day have been small in-
(lecd. Bu--t necither the Doniioîa of Cýtnada nor time
Clauireli or Engiand in the Dominion are yet in
thal unified condition that they eari with accuracy
and reaiity be spokeia of as tle resoinîlon of lime Society
impliles. There is no doubt one government and one
paa'liament for lime Dominion and one General Synod
of tue Church, but pracîically our D)ominion consists
of varions jarisdictions cachi 'ith its own feelings and
interesti and tue churcla is a consolidation of dioceses
eaeh ivitia its oivi individual funds, aitus and effects.
Even if chiirelmen iii Canada lave the abiIity 10 do
wiat ltme society expeels timose viho are acqnainîed wiîl
tire real condition of things must feci that it wull take a
considerable time to bring out tht; abiiity. Looking at
the veailli of England one avouid say that the possibil.
ities of fnnds for mission 'vork are immeasurabie, but
noue know better than the commîîîee of lime S. p. G.
liow liard it is to secure eveta a very Irifling proportion
of that weaith for tire work of God. But after ail vie
cannot but reel limat if the comlîituc of file S. 1>. G;.
ivere to anvestigabe the ability of lime Canadian churel
it would tind tit -t the needs over lime vihole country in
every diocese are so great as to give for some lime,
little, 1 aima inciined to say no, liope of the cimureh being
able to grapple witli the pressing needs of lime young
s.>ttlelîaents in tie ' Nortimwest as the society hitb been
able ho do.

l3ut the S. P. G. ii not alone in its poiicy of with..
draiwal of the laelp Io mission wvork in Canada. Tho
Churcia Missionary society lias at great co3t done a most
unscllislh and noble work among the Iiidians and Eiki.
imos of this cotintry. But for variou3 reasons this 80.
ciety lias introluced a poiicy of graduai wvithdtrawvai.
Lt is as yet in operation only in tlhrce diocaeses. It is
quite impos:)sible l'or these N rthwe3tern dioceses to
carry on what is thu3 being laid tapon thein, unloss as-
sistance is given froua without, the work inust suWfer.

For anyseli I do not lu tire least question the prin-
elpios or the obligations pressed on ouiattention by the
comuxnittees of these two great socicties af t'.e chiureh.
1 oniy question their just a-ad wvise application in our
cireainstances and 1 think it would be uaost advisabie
that the societies should before taking this action send
out representatives, iu ý%vitomn they have confidence,
with sufficient liime at tiacir disposai to investigate a0l
the circuinstances.

1 ain conselous that, as primate, I have lu the pwit
thrce years, not been able to do, anyîhin- but by cor-
responde c-. 1 hiave foit tie positioit. sornewhal. inde-
finite aud should like to kîaow mnire distinetly avhat tire
churchi ineanl by the olfiue or name, but I inay say,
that, even if the dtuties liaa be3a more definite, the pres-
sure or urgent -.rork in My Owva diocese wouid have
linaited the poi,.ibality of mny (loing more.

And nov, again comnaending our deliberationi to
the guidance of' the lI'ly Spirit, 1 direct tire Lover
Ilonse toe dc Iheir prolocutor. I tind, howcver, that
no provision is as yet iade in tue rule-s of order for a«
provi:,ionail cha.irniatn. Unidea tiiese circumnstances fol-
loiving the prec 3delt of' thaý la3t Geaeral Synol and the*
usage of the mnetropalitan lui the Provincial Synod of'
Rupert's Lmid, and 1 be-lieve aiso or C.aada, I watuld
naine as thc tean porary chairmntu ire prolo,.tior of the
Lower flIuse iu the iast Generai Syamod, the Very Rev.

"The Dean of Montreai.

THE RECElWrION.
During the past yeai the IN1tel Manitoba has been

the scene of inany large *.mtieringi, but none of the3e
approaclhed the receptionof Tliiirsdtyevening, in point of
representation of ail sorts and conditions of inen. The
niembers of the Church of England in tho city are
naturally so proni of Uic honmr timat has been conferred
on tirera by the General Synod of tbc Chureh of Eng.
land in Canada meeting here, that they ttirned out en
masse to welcome their visitors. Few cies in the
Daminion ena. boasî of sueh a suitable place for a large
gathering of timis kind as the lotel Manitoba ; Tbursday
evening the suite of rooins on tire second floor, appirtion-
cd for the gathering avere fuily required. A litIle before
8 p.m. His Grace the L'ord Primate of ail Canada,
accomipanied by a select reception eommittee, took up
ais position in the drawing rcom to await his guests.
From timat hour up to 10 p. mn. there avas one incessant
streamn of visilors, viho paid their respects bo fis Grace
and then passed on to greet their f riends and acquaint-
ances. The humble representative of the press, elbow-
ing his way tlirough the throng, coald not help rmm-
ating on the tremendons change that had taken place
in ehurch matters since the second Bishop of ' he vast
Diocese of Rupert's Land arrived on tIc banks of the
Red River aud founré no more elergy in the district,
whose -western boundary is the z5now-capped Rockies,
than can now be counted in the fonrth part of the
Province of Manitoba. The development has been ex-
traordinary. Tue gatberiig of Thursday eveffing would


