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ical-exper-ience, or that iii this matter we are to nicasure ourselves by
ourselves or comxpare ourselves aniong ourselves ; but as youi admit
that men mnust be born again, and that this change is more or less
knoivn, or knowable to the subj oct of it, in proportion to, their age
amd circuinstanoos, and thiat suich change is always followcd by corres-
pundent fruits of love to Christ, to lioliness, and to christians, wvith a
inanifest ahhlorreuice of' wi,~hether discovered iii tlhenselves or in.
others ; Ofjoy iii believiîîg iii Christ, and in doing bis vil; of peace
witb God the Spirit, in thec heart, cryiing Abba, iFather ! with men,
in seeiug- thoeir good, &c. &c. Shial we not, 1 say, require such a
confession with the mouth, ab %vill gi% e us a charitable conviction that
they have "lbelieved witli tlie hcart unto rigliteousness ;" and that
accoî'ding to theiî age, or the circuistances unider whicli they have

benraised, or in wvhiclh they have lived. These reniarks 1 subniit te,
yoit witlî the confidence of a. brother iii Christ, be1ieving~, whien under-
stood, there -will be no inaterial difference of sentiment on this subjcct.
Indoed 1 think I ahonady understand you, but wisli you to be more
exphicit for general satisfaction. You cati niake what use yoit please
of auy part of this letter ; and as iny naine fixed to any composition
of mine \vill Iikehy ne,,er biug muie to great hionor, 1 wishi it alwvays
to, appear. 1 remnain ý our uinleigned brother in Christ Jesuis our
Lord.

B. ALLEN.

IREPLY.

Brother Allet-I perfectly agrc ivith you "thmat w'e should re-
quire the strongest evidemce duit cati flow be givemi of a real change
of leart. in those %vlionm we ilow baptize.", The ouly question ieun is,
What is that evidence ? W'ie mubt remneinber that we have no right,
no law, nor precedent fo>r pmtting off an applicant for one single day.
The applicamut 7nay, anmd, indecd qd, to scicit baptisrn the hiour
lie behieves. *We canmnot bay t.o himi, Go and show us by your works
for a week, a nonth, or a year, that you are a genuine convert.
Ttàl> would lie a glaimg iiifrdction of every principle, Iaw, amxd prece-
dent lin the kingdoni of Josmus. 'What thten '? Shall ie require the
testinîony of otiers respecting the chiaracter of the candidate ? This
cannot be satibfacetory. lmt.y mnay toil us hoe is moral, vir-tuous, aiiè
ivas alivays so; or they inay tell us hie is reformed ; but stili thiis is.
imot sufficient evidonce. Nay, bhould they testify that he is known
to be dev out, stili a question arises, M'hy wvas lie iiot long simîce im-
mersed if so good a tuant - if so devout? M'e are at hengthi red uced
to a necessity of taking his o%,n %vord, and acting uipon that.No
the question is, lut referemîce to wkat shali we take his word ? Shahl
Ive require humuii to declare %v liat ho belieces or whiat lie feels, or both ?
For the flrst wve have apostolic exanîple, but for nio other. Suppose,
however, thiat we hiave fouind a safcr way, (Oieo ajio:tles w'ere deccived


