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even only four gallons of pure whisky, to make a
barrel of the whisky of commerce. To these are
added rain water, campbene, and arsenic ; the latter
to restore the bead destroyed by water. He stated
algo that brandy made to imitate the real Fronch
brandy, and of materials of the most poisonous char-
acter, was sold at $4 the gallon, costing only twenty-
two cents. That all kinds of wine were imitated so
closely, that the best judges could not discriminate
them; costing but a trifle, and sold at prices to suit
customers. The higher the standing of the customaer,
and the more particular as to his wines, the higher
the price, to satisfy him ac to quality. The most
celebrated European dealers were quoted, as to the
source of supply; and European dealers, be it known,
are not wmuch behind, but much in advance of the
American trader, in their adulterations. e quotes
an advertisement from a chemist in New York, who
is “now prepared to furnish the flavorings for every
kind ot liquor.” We have known personally several
such frauds. The devil is carrying on no greater
farce in the “ fashionable world,” than what is called
wine-drinking. The poor coxcombs who smack their
lips over their glesses, are only drugging themaelves.
If & physician should prescribe their drams, letting
them know meanwhile their real composition, there
would be a general insurrection against the faculty.
C. A, Journal.

USES OF SNOW.
Froxt the Nasw England Farmer

In this community, where the peopte are _rained
to believe that there is & wise purpose to be agcom-
_plished by all the phenomens of nature—the religious
as well as the philosophical mind is curious to scarch
out the advantages to be derived {rom them. The
beneficent influence ot rain, by giving moisture to
the earth and purifying the atmosphere, is apparent
to ull.  But the uses of anow are less obvious, though
it truly is one of the greatest blessings of Providence.
Qur readers will recollsct the unprecedented quan-
tities of snow that fell during the last winter ; let us
carefully note some of the phenomena that attended
it. Through this uniform inass of snow, which fell
simultaneously over the whole North American con-
tinent above the latitude of 36,° the hirt of the
aarth’s surface could not escape, being confined as
by a thick blanket. lence & nearly uniform degree
of cold suddenty pervaded all this large extent of]
territory, because the atmosphere was no longer
warmed by the radiation of heat from the earth’s
surface. The principal sources of heat were from
the region south of tho snow-clad territory, and
from the ocean ; but the curronts from the north con-
taining a dense and heavier atmosphere, were suffi-
ciont to overpower any curreni that might pass
against them from any other directian. Heacesnow-
porm followed upon smow-storm, until the winds
from the ocean were reduced to nearly the same tem-
perature with the overland atmosphere, and were
exhansted of their superfluons moisture. By this
time such 8 mass of snow covered tho whols contin-
er#, as to make it evident tha} the power of the sun’s
xay8 in the spring must be preseut, before it could he
melted away.

The firat apparent consequence of this bhody of]
goow was the uniform cold temperature of the
&eather that, prevsiled. There were no sndden
£hanges, ag ugusal, from thawing, mildoess to extreme
cold, One uuchangeable temperaturs but a fow de-
grees above zero provailed throughbout the winter.
Yhe wisdom of physicians and the cemmon gense of

mankind agrae in copsidering this uniformity of tem-
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perature as highly favorable to health. (‘oldq, fevers
and consumptions are always the most prevalent in
a changeable climate, and during a changeable
season. Hence it has been lately thought by some
physicians that consumptive patients would do bet-
ter to cpend their winters in Cannda thun in Georgia.
Lust winter, wus Healthy, because the weather, though
severzly cold, was even; and this evenness wag the
effect of the universal covering of snow. The heat
that would bave ascended from the carth was shut
in; and the rays of the sun could not produce s ex-
traordinary amount of heat, because they acted only
upon a bright reflecting surface. Thus it is evident
that a general covering of snow is favorable to health
by promoting an cvenness of temperatare.
.

CANADIAN MARRIAGE ACT.

The Editor of the Christian Guardian has recently
pablisbed a review of this subject, designed to show
the necessity of the “motion” lately muade in
parlinment, for the introduction of a Bill to remedy
the defects of the statutenow in force. As the subject
ison Important one, it is deemed proper to present
the readers of the Tribune with the material features
of the review alluded to as follows :—

The first Provincial Act was passed in the second
gession of the first Parliament which met at Ningara,
and is dated July 9th, 1793, The first clause of this
Act rendered “valid the marringes of all persons
not being under any canonical disability to contract
matrimony, and whose marriages had been publicly
contracted before any Magistrate, or Commanding
officer of a Post, or Adjutant or Surgeon of a Regi-
ment, acting as Chaplain, or any other person in any
public office,” in consequence ot * there being no Pro-
testant Parson or Miuuster, duly ordained, residing
in any part of the said Proviuce, nor any consecrated
Protestant Church or Chapel within the same.” The
third clause of the same Act provided, *That until
sach time as there should be five parsons ~~ Ministers
of the Church of England, severallyin 'mbent or
doing duty on and in their respective parishes or
places of residence, in any one District within this
Province,” matrimony might be solemnized by any
Justice of the Peace *“ provided that neither parties
lived within cighteen miles of any Parson or Minister
of the Church of England.” The fifth clause of this
Act provided that as soon as there were five Parsons
or Ministers of the Church of England in any one dis-
trict, the Governor, or person administering the gov-
ernment shonld ¢ ive notice of the fact, and after the
reading of the rotice at the first Genereral Quarter
-Sessions after 1ts issue, then the autbority of theJus-
ticees of the Peace within the District was ta ceage.
The other ciauses of the Act defined the other formis
and conditions to be observed, but asthese are not
essential to the design of this review, they need wot
be noticed. The next legislation upon.this question
was i{ml'l98, at York, and the Act is dated July 5th.
Omitting the preamble, the following gre the cianses
of the Act passed that year, which provide for“ the
solempization of matrimony by ministers of certdin
ofher congregations o religions commusity,” and it
will be seen how vexatious and tedious the proceed-
ings might be and were frequently reandered, when
the law was administered by such persons as were
usnally the “powers that he” in those ttmes:—

#That from and after the passing of this Act, it
shall and may be lawful to and for the minister or
clexgyman of any congregatior arreligious communi~

ty of persons, professing to be members of the Church



