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the fcaturcs of othcrwisc intelligent and bcautiful individuals.
While this May not bc dircctly construcd as a rcflcction vin the

dental profession in all instances, yet if the matter bc sifted to its
legitimate source it will bc found that at botton thc profcssion is
nostly responsible for it.

A people are largely influenccd by the trend of thought followcd
by their professional advisers. Onc of the main offices of a pro.
fessional mai is to cducate the community to the highest and best
of which his profession is capable, and as an cvidcnce that this may
be successfully accomplishcd, we sec niaterial differcnces in the cx-
isting state of the tecth in different communitics. il sone locali.
tics wc fid the mouths wcll carcd for and the natural tccth for the
most part prescrvcd, whilc in others the tceth arc allowcd to run
riot and give way to artificial substitutcs without number, And it
is just at this stage of the prcsent paper that I wish to begin to
particularize. My purpose in bringing this subject bcforc the
dentists of Ontario is fostered by the fact that within the range of
rny experience I sec more artificial teeth according to population
worn in Ontario than in any otier place I have ever visitcd. Lest
t.acre nay appear to be a shade of pr.ovincial prejudice in such s
statcncnt, I hasten to add that I was formerly a practitioner in
this fair Province mysclf, and an fre to .acknowlcdgc that in ai:
probability whilc here I put in my full quota of ill.advised and in.
harmonious artificial tectlh, For this species of nild malpractice 1
am impelled even at this late date to offer my humble apologies to
the people, and to the profession whose standard I to that extent
degraded.

And yet, in my nost magnanimous nood 1 cannot quite bring
myself to admit that in those days there was anything like the
siaughter of natural teeth that we sec to-day. I can vividly recall
my own carly efforts to educate the people in the care and preser.
vation of the natural tecth, and qvhile, as just admitttd, I did not
do all that I should have done in that direction, yet I feel that
even in those days I accomplished something for the good of the
people and the profession. It may bc claimed that there was then
a larger opportunity for doing good, with a smnaller measure of dis.
couragement than there is to-day. Dental offices did not exist in
departnental stores, and the day of the full-fledged five-dollar-a-set
man haci not yet arrived. But the greater the necessity the more
earnest should be the effort.

And this leads me logically into the consideration of some of the
causes which have brought about the present status of dental prac-
tice in the Province. I have said that I sec more artificial teeth
worn liere than anywhere else. I certainly see more young people
with artificial teeth or defective natural nes than in any coin-
munity I have ever visited. In encountering this wholesale exhi-
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