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and dip the silver-pointed instrument into a quantity of quicksilver.
The silver having an affinity for the mercury, a quantity will be taken
up, adhering to the point which may bc carried to the plug. There is
a stronger affinity between the quicksilver and the amalgam than be-
tween the quicksilver and the instrument, and it will therefore inme-
diately leave the instrument and unite with the plug. The quicksilver
will reduce the hardest amalgan plugs to their original plastic condition
in a few minutes, when they can be removed without trouble. Ten or
a dozen plugs may be removed in this way in as many minutes, which
otherwise would be a good half day's work. The operation may be faci-
litated by using considerable pressure in rubbng the mercury on the
plugs with the instrument. I rub it on al! the plugs, and then coin-
nience on the first one and cut into it with a strong excavator or sharp
drill, and then add more mercury and pass on to the next plug, and so
on excavating and addin; more mercury till I have gone over all the
plugs. In the absence of the proper instruments, a strip of thick silver
plate, or a piece of silver wire fastened in any ordinary handle will
answer as a substitute. Before dipping the point of the instrument in
the mercury, it should be well scr.ped to remove any oxidation caused
by the mercury at a previous time.-Amer. Jour. Dent. Science.

EDUCATED STUDENTS AND DENTISTS.-If we expeCt competent
dentists, we must have educated students. An old physician once told
us that, " an uneducated comrnunity never supports an educated physi-
cian." And the converse of this is truc. An educated community
will never support an uneducated dentist. Let the training be thorough.
-Dental q//i-e and Laboratory.

NOTICE TO READERS, CORRESPONDENTS, &c.

Reinittances of money, articles for publication, advertisenents, and books for
review, should be addressed to the Editor at Montreal. Money letters should be
registered.

Contributions ai e respectfully solicited. Contributors will please write as
legibly as possible, and only on one side of the paper.

Exchan.ges.-We would tlank other journals to exchange with us in duplicate,
and address to each editor respectively, in Montreal and Toronto.

.advertising.-We would call attention to the facilities offered by the journal
for advertisinîg.

Each subscriber receives the " Canada Dental Directory " gratis, at the end
of each year. The names of subscribers and contributors will be published an-
nually.


