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] Un readers have no doubt all heard of the Biessed
W Margarct Mary. They hnow that her name is inti-
U matgly connected with the dewotion to the Sacred
i Heart of Jesus. They will be happy, we consider, to
have some details on the sublime revelations with which she
was blessed and which gaiu rise to this beautiful devotion now
spread throughout the whole world.

Qur Lord did not teach his merciful designs to his servant
ali at once; he led her by three successive stages to the end
that he had in view. By three different revelations he tho-
roughly enlightened her.

It was in 1673. Marguerite was only twenty six years old
and had hardly been a professed Visitandine nun for a year
when she received her first revelation from the Heart of Jesus.
That divine heart, as she herself writes in a letter, appeared to
her resplendent un all sides, more brillant than the sun and
transparent as crystal. The wound thaf he received on the
cros< was visible. There was a crown of thorns around the
divine heart with a cross above it.

During this first revelation Our Lord made her rest her
head for a long while on his breast. He told her that he could
no longer contain in his heart the love that he felt for mankind,
and that he would make use of her to make its marvels known
to the world. This was a first step.

A year later, in 1674, Marguerite Marie was, as at the time
of her first revelation, in adoration before the Blessed Sacra-
ment, when Our Lord again showed himselfto her btuunder a
wuch more magnificent aspect than before. « After I had felt
quite withdrawn into myself, » she relates, « by an extraordinary
recollection, Jesus Christ, my sweet Master, presented himself




