Mr. Laxton, ot Stamford, Englund, has suc-
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Winter's Work in Lawns. New Peas. . :
A lawn should bo—;:r_fect'y smooth. The —_ é{atur‘ﬂ ;ﬁtﬁiﬂl‘g.

usial way of making it 2o is by breaking up
and tillingthoroughly. This cannot always
be done to good advantiage, Som~times
trees and shrubbery interfere, and then at
the hest it must be up a whole year, and the
work done in the summer when other things
crowds In place of breaking up, the Gar-
dener’s Monthly says :—

“Fine soil hauled on through winter or
carly spring, and spread over the surface so
s to fill up the inequatities, and then beav-
ily rolled in spring, will do as well, A little
grass seed may be thrown over before rol-
ling, but even this is unncceseary, as the
natural grass will soon come through, Un-
legs the surfacesoil i3 very shallow, 8o much
¥0 a8 to dry out in summer time, many lawns
may he better made by this simple process
than in breaking itup. As itis, the tough

god hns crowded out the ansual weeds; but]

when we break up old ground, the sceds of
ragweedand pernicious plants germinate in
the grouud, und give uo end of trouble be,
fore a good lawn 13 obtained. The surface
soilof a lawn, however, should he deep,or
itwill suon dry out in summer, and the lawn
loge that fresh green which is most desirable
in the driest times,”?

omnemrmcsran e ol - e s
Celery.

To oblaiu good cetery, it is necessary that
the plants should be strong und well grown,
Sow the geeds in a hot-bed or cold-frame
When the plants are about three inches in
helght, transplant to a nicely prepared bed
in the border, setting them about four or
five inches apart. When about six inches
high, and good stocky plants, sct thew in the
trenches.  About the middle of July is early
cpough. Too many make trenches by dig-
wing out the tap #oil, and only putting a few
inches of mould at the bJottom, and never
obtain good celery. The tienches should
contain at least eighteen inches of goud soil
andwell-rotted manure, in about equal por
tions. Tuke off all suckers and straggling
leaves atthe time of transplanting. Eurth
upalittle during the summer, keeping the
leaf-stalks close together, so that the goil
cannot get hetween them, and during Sep-
tember and October earth up well for
blanching. Those who grow cclery for
rnarket extensively do not use trenches, but
make the soil deep and rich, and plant in
rows, earthing up with the plough. Takeup
the plants late in the fall, just before winter
sets in. A littlemay be placed in the cellar,
covered witheand or earth, for immediate
use. The best way of keeping is todig a
trench about & foot wide, deep enough to
stand the stalks of celery ercct, leaving the
topsa foot below the surfuce. Ilace them

in this trench, withont crowding, then cover
with boards and pleaty of leaves und straw.
This can be opencd at any time during the
winter, commencing at one end, and remov-
ing enough to the cellar to last & week or
ten days~=Viel's Galde,

ceeded in raising a vace of early green mare
rows of great excellence, by bis exertions in
hybridizing.

Wistian L, raised by Lim, is a wrinkled
olue turrow, a3 early as Sangster’'s No. 1,
and producing very large pods,

Murres ay IParvo i3 said to be a larger
form of Little Gem, and in gome respects an
improvement on that varety,
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Covrositiox ror Warsns o8 Trees.—We
find nothing botter than white lead paint,
wdding a little lamp blaok to render it Jess
conspicuous. The edges of the wound where
the branceh is sawn off should be p red
smooth with a knife, and the wound well
coated with the paint,

TraNSPLANTING Evenaseess,~In this coun.
try, probably the very Uest time for trans-
planting evergreens is in the spring, when
the buds are beginuing to swell and before
they have pushed into growth. When trans-
planted late in the fall they are very liable
to be killed by the w'nter,

Stove Piaxrs.—It is now universally
adwnitted that siove planis are seriou«ly
injured by keeping the temperatuce too
high in winter, as well us by allow-
ing the atmosphere to be too moist at night
with & low temperature. Toavoid the laiter
it is preferable to water stove piautseurly in
the day, so that the superabundaut moisture
may have time to escape.

EarLy ToMators.~—~Those who have not s
hotbed will find it to their advantage to sow
a fow seeds in o box and start them in the
house. The best room you can give them is
the kitchien, aud a nice sunny window where
they will have pleaty of light. Take care
that the plants ave not too crowded, hut
give each plenty of room. A tew stucky
plauts are worth fur more than a multitude of
long drawn, spindly things.

Oncuann  Praxrivg,—The  bhest  results
in the orchard will be obtained if the
ground is well prepared by deep ploughing
and thorough draining before the trees are
planted,aud brought into that state of fer-
tility which would yield a good crop of corn
or potatocs, In suchsoil the trees will make
s good vigorous growth, but in a poor or
badlydrained soil their growth will be fecble
and many will die.

Tue Nortaery Spy ArrLE blossoms later
in the season than most varieties, and
thereby escapes frosts that often destroy the
crop on the eatlicr blossoming sorts. The
fruit is borne on fruitapurs interspersed
through the tree, and therefore is Juss liable
to be blowa off by the winds than those
apples which are set on the extremities of
the bianches. The quality of the fruit is
equatl to any, and it retains its flavour until
tate in the spring.

'l‘oadl‘.

Thearticles on general Nuturul Hisiory in
this periodical bave hitherw been coutined
ultmust exclusively to three ordes of ver-
tebrata under the popular designation of
gquadrupeds, birds and fishes.  But between
tae lurt two there ute otir by no means
unimpotitat gronps of anuau.s, knowa comt-
monly us reptdes, Natwralists subdivide
these iuto reptiles proper (comprenoending
shakes, tutoises, and ot wr stusilar creatures)
and Batrachiaas, or tae jrog tribe. All
taege varict es of st ls, tao.agh woat'y ob-
jeets of ubhiorrence, ave deserving of study,
aud many of twem have heen  wolally misre-
presentad,  Anang tid cliss, aguinst which
a general prejudice exirts, prrhaps none are
less deserving of their ilf nume than toads.
Being noct irnul in their hab.ts, and seen,
theretore, Jike the but, clietly in the dusk,
feequenting oftzn damp nnd gloomy places,
being slow in their movements and sowe-
what grotesque in theic appeatauce, they
bave come to be regarded as objects of
louthing, and even of superstitious dread.
They ure cousidered by many not only as
crentures of if) ouen, but ws venomous and
poritively dangerous to handle. Now taisis
a great mistake. A more harmless being
does not exist, Like all cold-blooded ani-
muls, tae sensation they give to the touchis
less pleasunt thun the contict of a warm
body covered with soft fur or featiers ; and
moreover, as a means of protaction, esps-
ciallyneeded on account of their gentleness
and helplesaness, the skin exudes a some-
what viscid and acrid secrction, which dete:s
more powerfnl animals from biting them.
Thissccretion is, however, quito devoid of
any venomous or irvitsting propeities, and
they bave no etaer means of defence, their
mouths even being dest tuts of teeth.  They
ae not only timid and porfectly harmless,
but cupable of domestication, and show u
quick recognit.on and a certain degree of
sttichment to their friends und protectors.
Their best quality, however, is their great
usetulniess m destroying immense aumbers
of noxious insccts. On this account they
are invaluable in & garden. A writer in the
Towa Homestead gives the following iuterest-
ing account of this much maligned garvden-
ers’ friend :—

4 [le feeds entirely on insccts, and mostly
at evening twilight, at which time he bunts
for his prey. He is mnot dainty, but swal-
lows bugs, grubs or flies, as they come in
his way,or as he chances to find them.
There are many insects whick seldom go
ahroad by daylight, such as various kinds of
mothe, May-bugs and other bectles, and
geveral lusects, the larvae of which are called
“cut-worms,” &c.  All of theseurd devoured
by the toad. Later in the svapon be feeds
on crickets and grasshoppers, Ie is ea-




