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Moved by J. 1. I'rith}seconded by J. B.
tiall, that the Saoretary of this association
cet up blaok forng for the aflilinted socie-
ties to report their finnnces upan, and that
the forms for general report have two
columns udded, so that there can be a
repart of how many colonies put ints
winter quarters, and hrw wintered,—
Curried.

Mr. J. K. Darling rvead his paper, ** Why
it 17" bringing out many interesting
points, and cnusing a profitable discus.ioa.

WIHY IS IT?
By J. K. Darnixa.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen :—
When requested by the Secretury to pre-
pare a puper for this meeting T did not
know whut to swy in reply My evperience
is not satlicient to warrant me in chonsing
u subject relating to npiculture aud treating
st ag it ought to be treated. 1 thought I
could not do better than note a few of the
difficulties that I have met from time to
time, some of which I have partly well
overcome, while others remain ag obstinate
azever ‘The object of this paper is not
to show what little T kno'v sahout b-ekeep
iny, but rather to string tovether a few of
the difficulties that are more or less an-
noying to the majority of beekeepers,
especially those who have not had experi-
ence enough to help themselves over these
sund bars in the stream they have decided
to flont upon. 1 say ‘‘help themselves,”
for it is when a man is not able to help
himself and has to depend on the infor-
mation he gets trom the books and periodi-
cals devoted to apicuiture,§ that his real
trouhles beain,

Why is it chat the instruction given in
this maaner so ~ften proves partially if not
wholly useless to the novic who 1s “tryving
to oarve his wav ns a beekeeper ?

\Why ig it that men like E. R. France
aver that thev cun reiuce swarming to a
minimum and o™ain laree crops of honay
by caging or remnring the queen for n time
during the honey finv?  Whilst, if this
plan was tried on bv u novice, uine times
out of ten he would have not only no
swarm3, bot alsor lot of sulky bees that
would do nothing for him or themselves
either, and would ball their queen when
returned or when let lonse if she had been
caged on top of the frames.

Why is it that othera, like G. M. Doo-
little (n very great misnomer, 1 think),
declare that there 18 no way that they can
get as 2107 crops as by natural swarming ?
Yet, it & novic= tries to follow their plan,
be would be likely to hauve more swarms
shan honey. .

Why is it that tho majority of writers
advise keeping the queens doing their level
best > —Professor Cook going ro fur as to
advise having laying queens ready +n put
in a hive after 1t has swnrmed. w0 thit no
tire bo lost, while the evrerience of &
great number of beckeepers shows that »
larger quantity of honev iz stored when
there is no brocd to ferd for ten to fifteen
days, than there 18 when the colony is <ept
raising bees that mavy boe goad for no ning
except to consume the stores thav have
been laid up for winter use

Why ig it thut gome of those very oro.
lific queens sometimes preve to be tke
pooreat etock & man has in Lis vard ¢

Iremember one such case in my own
yuard some years since.  There was one
colony, - & prime swarm. --that pleased me
very much; aficays atit, and when T would
lift the sheet off the frames eserything
apoeared lovely. Ina shortti~a 1 begun
extracting, and took u lot of honey from
other colonies; but when Y came to mv
favorite, what did Ifind ? Twelve* Jones' ™
frames solid with brood, witha litle toney
alomg the top bar; not ten pounds of honey
in the hive. Everything was converted into
brood, avd that in July, when it was not
wanrted in anything like thar quantity.

Why is it that anme writers will tell you
to ““crowd ' the bees below in orde- 1o
drive them into the sections (is this not
the advice cenerally given to the inexperi-
enced) ? And yet, if the “crowdmg” is
done by some other than the writets, they
swarm,~—thut is, the bees swarm snd not
the writera, and the game ir up  While at
the same time these very writers, if asked
how to prevent swarming, would say,
¢ Give plenty of room.”

Will the veterans stand up and be cate.
chised on this point for the benefit of the
order?

Why is it that some men ~laim to make
a guccess of hiving on starters, and allow.
ing the bees 10 build their own ¢ombe, and
advise others to do the same. while nine
out often would have the«ir brcod nests
filled with drone comb and their colonies
ruined ?

Why ia it that tiering up is practised
successfully by & great many beekeepers,
and yet there are hunédreds who cannot
induc: their hees to do anything sbove the
brood nest; at least & majority of their
colonies prefer 670ling themselves nn the
piazza inatend of filling the vaganoy above
their slerping apartments ?

Why is it that some can manage to get
fine sections without queen excluders, while
the raajority of us would have brood and
pollen in the sections, galore, unless we
confined her mujesty in  her proper
quarters ?

Ia short, Why is it that so much of the



