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worthy to he Lll”(d a Christian country. ! chains, we should rise to the dignity of
That would imply a Christian Parlia- ! Chrisi’s freermen.
ment, Christinn laws, New Testament A second reason for that feav, whieh
principles mcorpomted in acts of legisl- 'makes a Christian “dig in the ecarth”
tion. Let me see a country t akm" the 'and hide his Lord’s unft is this--eis.
New Testament as a book of last .lppe'd Hrust of Gul's grace. % T 'shall never be
in its legislation, and I will own it is alable to do so and s0.” But who gooth a
Christian country ; but not till then.: warfare at his own charges? If you are
To say that all who have had the w ater’ Christ’s _soldier, ﬁuhtm" s b'\bl]u
of ‘baptism sprinkled ov their brows are ! \\'umnﬂ His ret'lmonml:, and maz chm"
Christians leectse of that is utterly to]under “His ﬁa will He, who has
misuse the ordinance, which deelires ! called you to be a soldier, not provide
something about Gol, not something; 11l things necessary 7 Venture on Him,
about the child—nothing farther than!venture wholly.  Suppose a student
this, at any rate, that it has a right to!were to begin his studies with, « I shail
all the privileges of Christ’s Kingdom. }newr reach such a point 1”  Suppose a
A Christian is one who witnesses to}Zradesmen were to begin his business
Christ in his daily life.  Life incdudes}with, “I shall never succeed?”  Sup-
specch and action, To be as ave they pose a Tubowrer weve to begin his d'l‘ S
Wwho make no claim o " relationship to | work with, I <hall newr"ct through1”
our Lond would be strange inconsistency. | Would there not be universal stagnation
If we use our<elves, our time, our powers, ; ail around us?  Everywhere men mast
our mouey, our property of any kind ' walk by faith, and the more faith the
even as they who, by their conduet,” more suceess.  ITow often do we hear
declare they have no sul to be saved. that confidence is half the battle! We
then it is belter for ns o have Qoune wmust trample on distrust. We must
with calling ourselves Chiistians.  We ernsh down despondency.  Take thou,
are lowering the name in the eyes of oh timid une, Guod’s promises, and they
the warld arowsl ws.  We make it shall be as bread, as meat, as water of
stand for nothing. It is like a swin- life to thee.
dler’s forged bill ; there is nothing to’  Dut now, as a final word—our own
represent it. Tt remains £or the Evan- spiritual life requires that we shall not
gelical Churchies of Ergland to rescue bury sur one talent, whatever it be.
the name of Christian from its fallen There is a penalty attached to sloth as
condition.  “Ye are my witnesses”  well as to positive wickedness, It isso
sa™l our Divine IHeal. % Ye are the in relation to this world’s welfare, and
salt of the earth ! Yo are the light s inrespect to the soul’s inteveste.  We
of the world !”  Is a witness dumb? ean only keep what we have by using it.
Is salt inactive? Is light valuelessl: ¢ Take, therefore, the talent from him ”
The least we dare ask of you, my breth- ' —the unused 1.ilent-—-\\m the master's
Ten, is that you would discard these,verdict. The other day I met with a
locse applications of the word ¢ Chris- " curious myth illustrative of this point.
tian,” which are as frequent as they are” It comes from the East, from Mahom-
misleading, and stick resolutely to the’ ‘medanism ; but is very expressive. A
New Testament. Let us leave mere tribe of men, says the story, dwelt 6n
caelesinstios to theirsquabblings, and for the shores of the Dead Sea.  They had
our doctrines, our opinions, our practices ' forgotten all about trath, and had taken
go to the New Testament.  If we wonld; up “with lies; and were fast verging
onlv give the same implicit obedience %o ; towards the saddest possible condition.
the New Testament prineiples which the! W) hereupun, it pleased a kind Provi-
Romish Chureh elaims from her children, | denco to send them the prophet Moses
. instead of being bound in fetters and, with an instructive word of waining.
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