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course from year to year, and hear of
nothing else from generation to gene-
ration, they are apt to imagine that
things will and must continue to move
in the same way always and forever.
‘“ You are mistaken,” Peter says, *the
Liord shall be here;” or, as Paul ex-
glresses it in the Hebrews, ¢ Yet a lit-
e while, and he that shall come will
come and not tarry.”—Heb. x. 87.
There sre reasons of a weighty
kind why he that shall come will
come. He must and will come to do
the work of this great day, because
is day is needful, nay necessary, to
justify God's wisdom, and power, and,
holiness, and goodness, before his
oreatures. Let God close up the his-
tory of this earth without a day of
this kind, and he would give occasion
to the adversary to rejsice over Him,
and to say as Moses feaied they would
say, if Israel were left to perish in the
widerness, *“ he could not have done
atherwise.” A day of judgment,
further, is necessary to satisfy the ex-
pectation of his own people There is
in the breast of every bad man, dim
dark apprehensions amounting at times
to horrible forebodings of & day of re-
tribution : but let us suppose that
wicked men can by long and deep iu-
dulgence in sin, silence this voice;
the fact still remains, that those who
love the Lord and serve him do look
and wait and long for his second
coming, and it is needful and neces-
sary, therefore, that he should not
put to shame the expectations of his
poor ones, The necessity of meeting
the expectations of his people is in-
creased to the highest degree by the
promise God gave of this day. This
day is contained in the very first an-
nouncement of Christ’s coming, The
bruising of the head of the serpent is
not fullv accomplished till the final
judgment is finished, * Then cometh
the end, when he shall have delivered
ap the Kingdom to God the father,
when he shall have put down all rule

and all guthority and power, for he
must reign till he hath put all enemies
under his feet.—1 Cor, xv. 24, 25.

For the day of judgment, therefore,
there is the greatest certainty. Itis
more certain than any future event.
The sun shell cease his rising and set-
ting, and spring shall cease to visit
us. Weo are not sure of seeing next
year, or next week. ¢ But he fhaf
shall come will come and will not tarry.”

ITI. Bur WBAT OF THE MNANNER OF
u1s coMing? The manner of Christ’s
coming is & point with which the
Church ought to be familiar. He has
been coming indeed since the beginn.
ing. A great king sends an ambas.
sador before his face, the ambassador
euters the country with great pomp,.
as hecomes the servant of a great
king. But the king himself is com-
ing. What shall the manner of s
coming be? His coming is fore-
shadowed in the coming of his servant,
Now our Lord has had ocecasiop fo
come in the person of others frequently
since the world began. He .came t0
destroy the old world; to deliver his
people from Egypt: he came to
desiroy that same people. The Lord
comes in times of great revolution, he

comes in storms of nature, he comes
in sickness and death. But there 158
final coming in which all thes: com-;
ings meet as types meet in the anti-
type. Like his other comings the |
last coming has thesy three features; ¢
his ceming will be (1) sudden like 8 |
thief in the night. h
striking and terrible: Picture to
yourself a house in which there ars,
comforts and lnxuriclals. T%)ﬁ inmatug.res.
spend .a, happy night. ey retire
tg rest: They are in deep sleep. A,
nojse awakes them. . The house i
in posgession of {hieves, yobbers;
such mep as left the man going down
to. Jexicho half dead. There i nouse
toxesighs everything is lost. Thab 18

‘a pioture of the way of Christ’s se cont |
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