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5. Others contend that the blessings
conferred on us at eur Baptism are
only outward andd nominal.  More than
once have we been deeply grieved to
hear one who had sacrilegiously allowed

herself to be immersed, having been '

previously truly baptised, flippantly
remark, *“ but [ dont consider Baptism
a saving ordinance,”’ {forgetting that
the Seripture says that *“ Baptism doth
now save us.”” DBut surely when
people argue that a divinely instituted
sacrament is only an outward thing, it
is to turn the whole matter into a
solemn farce and foolish ceremony.
What would be said if'a ceremnony were
appointed for giving a man great gitts
and lasge estates of this world only
outwardly and nominally not in reality ?
Would it not he at once felt to be a
ridiculous ceremony ?  What respect
should we have for the wisdom of him
that appointed it? Even so. to suppose
that when God was manifest in the

flesh, He instituted the saerament of
Baptisin to consey to men certaiu oifi.
ouly outwwrdly and womindly !
not really. is to entertain the wos
unworthy thoughts ut' the divine wie.
dom and gooldness, i to tu.a (],
sacrament of’ Chiri~t into a havicn sl
fooli~h ceremony. for in thit vasc i (.
really woith wothing,  In that va.
might very well have that naone o
Water Buptism which is so cont- uij.-
uously applied to it by sviic. @ e
which wizht  perhaps have ey
propetly given to the Bapticu o,
Johu. but which ought never ot
applied to the Bapti-w of the 1l

esus Christ, except by the iufide]
the blasphemer.

In another paper we shall conclle
our notice of the popular objectivns 1
the true doctrine of Christian Bayti-w,
as taught by the IHoly Seriptures anl
[ held by the Chureh of Inwland.

DIOCESAN CHURCH SOCIETY.

HE usual mectings of the Gen-

eral Committee of’ the Diocesan

Church Society were held at

Tredericton on the fourth and

fifth days of July, previous to

the anniversery meeting, which
was held in the Council Chamnber on
Thursday evening, July 6, presided
over by His Excelleney the Lieutenant
Governor. A report of the annual
meeting, and the minutes of Com-
mittee, will be found on another page.
Our object in noticing the mecting in
this place, is to call attention to the
present relations of this diocese with
the Society for Propagating the Gospel,
and to the changes which are about to
take place in thosc moatters.

It is well known that since the foun-
dation of this province, the Propaga-
tion Society has contributed largely
towards the support of the clergy.
How far it was desirable or wise to do
so in those cases where there was a
sufficient number of Chureh people to
sustain the ministrations of religion
among themsclves, we need not now
stop to inyuire. Tt is sufficient to say
that since 1534 there has been taking
place a gradual reduction in the sti-
pendsof all clergymen who were placed
on the Society’s list, while many of the
cures, cspecially in the towns, have

, been left quite without help from the
Society for Propagating the Gospel
About five or six years ago the Prop

aation Socicty proposed to the Diocesun
Church Society, tlln'ough the Bishop.
to pay their various grants to clergs-
men in one larze sum, which the Tres
surer of the Diocesan Church Suciey
would draw, and distribute among the
clergy. This block sum it was iutended
should be decreased at the rate of £1w
per annum. A similar arrangement,
was_proposed to the dioceses of Mon
treal and Nova Scotia. and gladly ae

cepted by them, and an effort made in
each case to provide a geacral endos-
ment, to take the place of the Societs
for Propagating the Gospel on the towl
cessation of their grant. To a very
great extent these efforts have been,

we are happy to say, crowned with

suceess.

In this diocese, owing to causes,
which necd not be here recorded, the
scheme of a diocesan endowment was
not adopted by the members of the,
Church generally.  And through some
misunderstanding, the subject of the
Propagation Society’s letter was &l
lowed to stand over, without any de
nite action being taken. Butlast year,
shortly before the annual meeting of;
the Church Socicty, his lordship the




