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engineer of tlie Grand Trunk Railway. G,-orge 1, flurrows, Stginawv,
Mich.. president of the Niagara Fails, International Bridge Conipiny '
T. R. àlerr.tt. St. Cathîarines, president. secretary and trcasurer of te
Niaigara F:alls Suispension l3ridge Company, of Canada, tliese two
companics being owniers af trne newv bridge ; 1. L. Buck. of New York.
the dcsigning engincer. %%ho bad charge of the test; R. S. 1%u, k, resi-
dont engincer. who supervised the construction of the bridge . j 13.
Fraine, Hlarrisburg, l'a , superintendent of the lennisylîani.a Steel
Camip ii>y Thamnas R. Reynolds. the superjîtteildent ai the bridge
comspanies; and Ross Mackenzie, Toronto

l'le formai opcning ai the bridge will flot take place for a manth
or so. Miîen it is hoped tduit Sir Charles Rivers Wilson, presidcnt ai
the G.*r. R . will1 be able ta bc present.

BRITLSII YUJKON tIININO REGIONS.

A SEt',CliI F TIIE GitIAT CANAi>AN P.I.IZAIiO OF IltE SONTII.
Althoîîgl the falînlents fidî oi gold in the placer dmiggitig-

of the Etrcaius and rivers tribulary ta the Cnnadiati Yukon ha:ve
only now begt:n to, sendt a wvavc of excitenient aver the civi-
Iized %vorld. the existence ai ricli gold finds tiierc is not a dis-
Covcry of to.<Ily. For sixteen years or mare gold lin; beeti
mîinesd along the Yukon and its trihutaries, .sant, Mille the prin-
cipal mining camîps iii the carly days wvcrc in the Aitîcricani
tcrritory oi Alaska, as long aga as 1887 wc hanve officiai reports
oi extenisive placer mines on tlic Caundian side, iii shichi evcîî
tdieu 300 ijuers %vere at wvork. Tite first official investigation
oi tlîat region wvas uîîdertakcn hy direction ai the late I Ion
Thas. WVhite. Uîcîî Aiiter ai tie Intcrior, wlîa sent ans ex-
plormng expedition, tînder Dr. G. M1\. Dawson anti WVîi. Ogilvie,
the former atie af th,. ablest geolagists, aîîd tlîe latter aile of
the îîîost skilftil and catîrageouis surveyors evcr emiployed by the
Dominion Govcrsîinie,î. andtI Ui valut of wîos.ý tectlnical skîll
is lieiglitenced sa mucli by niotesty and iîîtegrity.

Tîteir explorations laid a lîealtlîy iouîîdatioîi for tic devclop-
tiients wlîich have silice taken place iii tlîe Canladian Yu:konî
regiali. As long ngo as 1840 Czniiwpbell svas coîniissîaîied b>'
Sir George Simîpsonî. af the lltidý-oit Bay Ca., ta, explore the
lipper Liard. î-le travcrsedl a part ai the Pelly River Valley,
ail( seven %.cars later Fort Vukoîî. at the inoiti oi tue P'or-
cupine River, i:as eçtah)lislicci hy the Hudson Bay Ca., utîder
A. Hl. Murra>'. li î8.48 Camîpbell crected Fart Selkirk, whîic)î.
lîawvever, wvai plîidercd b>' the Indians iii 1852, and is i10w iis
ruins. lit 1869 the Hudson Bay ffilcers werc expellcd froin
Fart Y'ukon, wliicli %vas found ta bc iii Anicricati terrîtary, anîd
inoved tlîeir tradinîg past ta, Kauipart Hanuse, but in î89a it
wvas fotind tlîat titis also ;vas a fenutîîiles witlîin the Unîited States
territary, anîd Uic>' uere coirpcllcd to silîit tvetîty nrules up tue
Porcîîpiîîe River. For inan> ycars, dating front 18,73, private
trading wuas carried on, clîiefly by two traders îîanicd I larper
anid 'i\cQucstieîî, svlio liad a partnersiiip for sortie years. 1 iar-
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per is îîaw at Fart Sclk'i-;k, and \IcQucst-.at is cîiplaycd by tlîe
Alaska Commercial Ca., nt Circle City. For saie ycirs the
trading by corparations in AInskan territar>' lias been largcly a
nianopol>' possessed by the Alaska Commercial Ca., wlîa îiiay
bce called the Hnudsaî Bay Company' ai the U.S. Bîît iii 1892
a Chîicago, corporation, knovîî as tlîe Northî Anierican Tra,îs.
portation and Trading Conmpany', started a lise ai steamers
trading ta Alaska. Front dcaling in furs and otlier nartlîern
produce, tlicse anîd private corporations have become large car-
riers ai passengers and freighit far tîe unining regians. And
50, rapidi>' have devclopmnrts takens place thai transpartatians
by rail irom Britisli Calumnbia anîd the Nortu-W'cst. Territories,
.nîd cven iroîns Ontario via Hudson Bay, wcst across the Mc-
Kenzic basin ta, Yukon, are naw prablemrs tlîat reqîlirc carl>'
salution in the ic ndling ai tramei.

Ini 1894 the Canadian Mounted Police appcared on thc
scene ai the placer diggings ai the Uppcr Yukan, and estab-

lislîed a past at Fart Ctudalîy, i the confiluenîce aifli Fa rrty Mile
Crck andi Yukon RZiver, smnder Ilispectors Constantine ands
Stricklaîc. By titnis dlate it wns cstimîated fuit aile tlîatisand
mecs sucre eilaycd inii îiîing tlîc, andîti t 'le mniîers liad
takeîi ont $3oo.oaa front the Forty Mfile Crcck. At thai timnie
i apiieare<l îlat the finds %vere clîichly iii streains lîavîng tlieîr
s;ources iii United States territary, but as praspecting proceeded
baller ni) the Ytilcon anîd tribuîîary streanis it svas foîîîîd tliat
stili rieluer diggiîîgs wcre! fouund in tue: beds ai rivers and srav
whlly witlîim Cinîaîiaîî îerritory. Tite inspectors cstitiiate<l
'Iat tîtere %verc 1,400 iliils oi streaîîls iii titis district, iii ail oi
whlicli gold coutîl ie latîîin iii paying qîlantities, and ai aid
Swedisi îiitier, wvlîo liat been iii Caliiorîîia andI British Colutiî-
hia ii lthe days ai placer digging, said ta oîîe of tlîe Govcriî-
mîenît oficials : I tiever saî%v a couîntry wviac tliere %vas so
ilîueil goid. and su evctîly dlistrihted(.", Titis reînauk usas
miade iii18; Otîe streanii iler anotlier uvas prospected, anîd
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as fresli iîîiîîers came in tlic area ai discavery ;videncd tilI
creeks ntIf streanis aliniosi hy tlîe score could be mappcd aut.
\\,lien the cnorîius finds on the Klondike and Eldorado
Creck bcica: noîscd abroad thiese streains, nearly ail ai wliicl
would yield a good returni for flue tuiliers' labor, uvere descrted
tintil Dawsan Ciity, the cenître ai dlistribtîtion ai suîpplies for the
Klondtike, svas t,stiîiatcl *ta have a papuîlation of froni threc ta
four thiansand ininers Iit the bcginning ai tlîis yenr.

No <loublt nîany ai tlic staries ai big finds are exaggeratedl,
1)twe have before us a varicty of evidence stlfucient ta 511ou1

thiat. nîakiîg dfile alloanzce for- flese exaggeratians, the placer
gaid iiîîis ai the Klidike anîd aflier streanis ai thc Cana-
<flan Yukon arc the riclîest ever dîscavered in tlîe uvorld, andI
if titis tunprcccîiltedl richîncss exists in tliese alluvial deposis
the qulartz rack frant wlîîclî tiiese golden grains have becai
%waslied :ist Vie equailly titprccedcnted. Tite saurces fraont
whlich tliese river svashings have carne have natura.y îîat yet
ittracted tlic ininers in titis inliaspitable clime. Far wlîile
such astoîîishlig iresuilts ean Vie abtnilicd by simply waslîing the
river ,andt %vitli primitive apphialices, tlîey have nat seen tlic
iîcccssity ai atteînptiîîg ta briîîg lip nîacliinery far quartz iiîîîn-
ilng. wlîerc tranisportation anîd livinîg are sa, enarmatîsly hîîgh.

It slîolîld bc iîntiolîeul, lîovevcr, tlîat tlue officiai reports
ni Dr. Dawsonî and ',\r. Ogilvie show the existence ai at lenst
Uic bcginîings ai tiiese gald-bcaring quartz bcds. In Junc.
î896i, thcy found saniples ai quartz in a hill called Cane Hill,
iii the 'valley ai tlue Fart>' Mile River, wlîich assayed better
ilian the ccelbratcd Tre- dWcil mille on flic coast ai Alaska, and
tlic wîiole bill ippeatred ta cantain gold. A lcdge ai quartz
uvas aiîerwards discavered an Tvelve 'Mile Crck (the Chian-
diî'dtO, %vhîich appenrcd ta lie richuer evcn flian thas, ai Cane
Iiii!.

Tite questiontu next in imipartanice ta iliat ai tlîe gald itsed
is tlie amiount and coflveincIiC ai fuel supply, aîîd it sccms a
pravidezitial canîbiîîatiarî ai the bauiîties ai unatuîre tlîat the
coal scaîns have beeii discavcred wlîiclî show beyaîîd question
tîtat extensive ;ni.es ai coal exist in the vcry midsi ai tiis
%vanderitil gold îîining tract. Iii iact the Canadian Yukon is
aniotlier Transvaaul, anly au a stili vastcr scale. In tic Trans-
vaal the large <lepasits ai coa] tlîat were iauiild witlîin can-
veilient ajistanre by rail ai the Witwatcrs Rand fild mrie mat
country wlîa' it is ta-day. In 1887 Johuanncsburg uvas a Baer
iarm. Now it is a city ai over 70,000 inhabitants, aîîd thîc
mines arc cqtiipped witlî the mast scientific maclîinery known in
thic hîistory ai mining. Tite climate ai the Yukon district may
prevent its dcvclopmient irom runnittg oîî parallel lines witlî the
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