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that it is coeval with the world's history,
others date ut fromn the time of IMethu-
sclah, others to the dayý of Noah, and
othiers claimi the greai. pyrimid as the
firsi. Nasoniic temple, wlien the secrets
of our divine Order wvere irsi. revealed.
1-owever this may, be-and there are
good grounds for this, for the usages
and customws arnongst Maoshave. ever
corresponcled wii.h those of the ancien.
Egyptians-there cati be r .o doub.
wlatever tbat iMalsoiiry goes back to
the timc 1)eforc the building of Solo-
mon's1 Temple at Terusaîcm, wbien the
numl)er and the variety of the work-
mnen employed reridered it nieedful to
adopi. some means by' wbich i.bey could
be classified and recogni-ied, and also
recognize each other, and ut is an un-
doublted faci., to which I arn able to
bear my persontal wittnes-;, that the
signs, synihols, and trade marks wvhich
I bave myself seen in the foundation
stones of the ancieni. walls of Jerusa-
lent are identical with those we ilow
recognize and employ, though wc have
turned tbemi to another account. Thius,
to go no further lxack, Masonry lias a
a history of 3000 years. I now corne
to speak of its principles. They are
esscni.ially reli -ious-îf îhey were niot
I should îîot be standing in this place
this afternoon. No institutioaî outside
the Church of Christ cani daim a more
solid founidation thant thai. on wbich
Freemnasonry rests, viz., the practice of
cvery moral and social virtue. Every
character, figure, and emiblemi ern-
ployed lias a moral sigrnificance, and is
ini.ended to inculcate the 1)raci.ice of
virtue in ail its genuine professors. It
lias been called the religion of daily
life and of commnon sense, and cannot
be better described than in the wvords
that b. is " -t systern of mor-ality clotliel
in allegory and illusîrated by symbols."
Its firsi. impcrai.ive condition of rnern-
bership is the acknlowledgmen. of the
Greai Architec. of the Uniiveree, the
one living and truc God, the creator of
ail things, visible and invisible, " ii
whom 've live and inove and have our
being." No mari cati be admitted into
our Order without making a solern de-

claration of these f-unidaiinenta«,l articles
of our faitl, viz., thie being of God, die
inortality of the sou), a future state
of rewards and punisliments according
to the deeds donc in the bodly. IVe
recognize the Great Architec. of tbe
Universe in ail our- %ords and wvorks.
\Ve are constantly rerninded that
-\\'heytver we ai-e, and whatevtr we

do, He is alwalys with us, and H is ail-
seeing eye ever beholds usq." At every,
meeting of the lodge prayer is offered
to Hiîn and His blessing is invoked.
TIhis is our. firsi great 1)rinciple, and if
anyone afier bcing admitt cd to oui-
Society on such a solemtn declaration
sbouid ai. any iie repudiate the faii.h
and 1)ecorne an Atheis., the duty of the
i)retbren is clear. As a natural conse-
quence of our- faith in the Supreie
Ruler of the Universe, Freeniasonry
sets l)dfore its miembers the Volume of
tbe Sacred Law, and cli.-r(es themi to
consider ut as tlie unerring standard of
tnritb and justice, ai-id urges i.bem to
regîilate tie;r actions îiy the Divine
precep.s ut conitains-since therein they
arc tauglit i.he important duties they
oweC t God, their neigbibor, and to
i.hcselves-to God by neyer mentlion-
ing His naine but witb that awe and
reverence wvhich are due from the
creature to bis Creator, by imploring
bis aid in ail their lawful undertak-
bngs, and by looking up to Him in
every tirnc of nced for comnfor. and
suppxr ; 10 their neighbor by acting
wii.h hirn on tbe square, and by prac-
tising thai. golden rule- "Whatsocver
ye would that nien sbould do 10 you,
do ye also unto tbcmii." Dcriving Uts
inspiration front Holy Writ, ML\asoîîry
includes the practice of evcry donesi.ic:
as well as public vir-tue. "Masonis are
individually exbiorted to "ici. prudence
direct thern, temperance chasteti tbemn,
fortitude support i.ber, and justice
gDuide thcmii." Another grea. principle
inisisted 111n )01y Masons, and tbe
natural resuit of whiat 1 have jus. heen
saying respecting our helief bn the
Bible as the W ord of God, is the duty
of obedience to the powers that he.
"Honor alI mren, love the brother-
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