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E.d a little nursery, out of which I got
Snore enjoyment to the square inch than
B -~m any other spot on the place. Here
raised rows upon rows of thrifty per-
Ronnial plantlets, delphineums, shasta
B 1aisics, perennial chrysanthemums, Can-
W crbury bells, gypsophila (baby’s breath),
Bl oxgloves, and many others, which, as

LD. J. A, ELLIS, M.L.A | of Ot-
tawa, is one of the very few men
in Canada who has grown orchids
Buccessfully. As an amateur who has
B:rown them for many years he speaks
Wl ppreciatively of the rewards they bave
gziven him,
E  On the occasion a short time ago of a
BB isit to his home to see his plants, I
B sked him if he did not experience a
Mcood deal of pleasure in being able to
W - row the flowers of a millionaire on the
#eincome of an ordinary man. To this. he
Rereplied that the flowers which could be
R rown with the very minimum of care
B and with a maximum of results, were or-
B9 hids. He added, of course, that this is
% rovided one does not attempt the high
temperature section, or some of the ex-
B pensive varieties which are often less
Mbeautiful than those of reusonable price.
B *‘As a matter of fact,’ said Mr. Eliis,
1 haven’t spent a cent on orchids for
Bl ihe past five years. Some of the plants
B have to-day are those I began with
many years ago. Of course they have
R increased, as most orchids do, until to-
B (ay the increase of some has been per-
Baps fifty-fold.”
§  Mr, Ellis took me into several rooms
B of the house where orchids were used for
[ (able decorations, and similar purposes,
Bl instead of palms or ferns. He remarked
M about one fine flowering plant that *‘it
@8 1ad been brought out of the greenhouse
B® when it started to bloom three weeks
Bl 2o, and was good for another month,
Bl hcn another one from the greenhouse
fuould take its place.” Varieties which
flower in winter are his choice, because,
®.s he says, “in the summer there are
fplenty of flowers in the garden which can
be used as cut flowers in the house.

. WHY OROHIDS
Orchids are seldom grown. Most peo-

plc think that they cannot be grown by
the amateur, or that they are the flowers
uf the millionaire. Such opinions 1n
suie cases are well founded, although
oy in some cases. The experience of
SR\, Lllis and others who have grown
the, refute such an idea.  Actually
there is a strong case in favor of the or-
M chid as a plant for home use, and espec-
BBy for the winter seasun. The case is
Bl < ~rted by the following facts:

8 |ist: Orchids require a minimum of
care and attention.
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they became large enough, I transplant-
ed to the perennial bed, so that now,
after three years, I have my border fill-
ed to overflowing, and could do away
entirely with the annuals, although 1
still reserve a strip in front of the bed
for the gorgeous, annual display of pop-
pies, succeeded by an equally beautiful

F. E, Buck, C.E.F., Ottawa, Oat.

Second: The expense of growing or-
chids is not prohibitive, and after onc
has started, less than that of other
plants.

Third: As suitable house plants, won-
derful in their beauty of coloring and
charm of form, they are unsurpassed.

WHY EXPENSIVE

The varieties which the amateur should
attempt to grow are not expensive, but
rare varietics fetch sums which only a
millionaire could dream of giving for
them. Such varieties are bought on the
same basis as curioes are bought, to add
to priceless collections. Some few years
ago I was visiting a commercial estab-
lishment which has a fine colection or or-
chids, and in discussing prices with the
manager 1 was told this: That a short
time before his firm made a purchase of
several hundred bulbs, paying, I think,
on the average about a dollar apiece for
them. In this collection were one or two
rare plants. About the time they were
in bloom another orchid specialist visited
this collection and asked to be given a
price on two of the rare plani.. One
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display of asters, and 1 still outline the
border with the staunch alyssum. The
result every season is a bed which is the
object of interest and admiration to every
passerby, as well as the unfailing source
of supply for cut flowers throughout the
summer, and so a joy also even to my
mose distant friends.

Orchids: the Goddesses of the Flower Families

was quoted to him at seventy-five dollars,
and the other, a very beautiful plant, at
one hundred and fifty dollars. He bought
them at thesc prices and a few months
later the one hundred and fifty dollar
plant was shown by him at a werld-fam-
ed cxhibition where it took the first prize,
and was then sold to some admiring rich
man for flve hundred dollars. An inci-
dent like this explains high prices, but
the amateur is not to be {rightened by
such incidents, and they should not keep
him from trying his hand at a most in-
teresting, even if sometimes a rich man’s
hobby.

There are three essentials to success
in growing orchids. Should you be able
to supply these essentials try a few or-
chids.

First: The greenhouse, or that part of
it set aside for the orchids, must always
be heated to a temperature ranging from
55 degrees F. to 7o degrees F. It would
prove fatal to the plants if it fell below
45 degrees F. We shall sec why, later.

Second: Proper ventilation must be
provided. But it must be provided so

is & Olcmatis Vi . & rapid growing

The Vias, Clamatis Pasiculata, Grewing ox the Residencs of Mr. Herman Simmers, Toceate, Ount.

This is an casy growing, bardy, free flowering, f{ragrant climber.
. very bardy, natico variety of Olomatis
a8 njoce & vino nor has it as fino foliage as tho Paniculata.

The vino on tho vorandah
It s not




