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-d littie nursery, out of which I got
more enjoymcnt to the square inch than

~r'nany other spot on the place. 1-icre
r.tiscd rows upon rowvs of tlîrifty per-

!nnial plantlets, delphineums, shasta
laisies, perennial chrysantlîcmums, Cari-
erbury bells, gypsophila (baby's brcatb),
,oxgloves, and mainy others, wvhich, as

they became large enougli, 1 transplant-
cd ta the perennial bcd, so thiat now,
aftcr îhree ycars, I have my border fil!-
ed ta overflowving, and could do away
entirely wvitlî thc annuals, although 1
still reserve a strip in front of the bcd
for the gorgeous, annual display of pop-
pies, succecded by an cqually bcautiful

dibplity of asters, dnd 1 btilI outline the
lbarder wvith the staunch alyssum. The
restilt eveiy scason is a lied wvhich is the
abject of interest and admiration to every
passerby, us well as the tinfailing source
if supply for ctia flowers throughaout the
summer, andi so a joy also even ta my
maose distant frientis.

Orchids: the Goddesses of the F'lower Families

A D. J. A. ELLIS, M.L.A , of Ot-tawa, is one of the very few nmen
in Canada who has grown orchids

stuccessfully. As an amateur wvho has
1 grown .themn for inany years lie speaks
ý.pprciative1y of the rewvards they bave
igiven hlm.

On the occasion a short time aga o ai
ývisit to, his home ta sec his plants, 1
'askcd him if he diti not expcricnce a

oati deal of pleasure in being able ta

grow the flowvers of a millionaire on the
,incarne ai an ordinary man. To thishli
ýrcplied that the flowvers wvhich could bie
'grown wvith the very minimum o! care
and with a maximum of results, were or-
cids. He added, of course, that this is
,provided one does nat attempt the high
temperature section, or some of the ex-
pensive varieties which are often less
beautiful than those of reusonable price.

.As a matter of fact,' said Mr. Ells,
1. haven't spent a cent -on orchitis for

the past five years. Some of the plants
I have to-day are those I began with

may yars aga. 0f course they have
increaseti, as most orchitis do, until ta-
day the increase ai some has been per-
haps fifty-fold."
,Mr. Ellis took me into several roons
ofthe house where architis were used for

table decaratians, and similar purpases,
:instead ai palms or fernis. He remarked
about one fine fiowvcring plant that "it
i ad been brought out o! the grecnhause
Iwhen it starteti ta bloomn three vceks
ago0, and was good for anather month,
w-%hen anather one from the greenhouse

[nouldi take its place." Varieties wvhicli
flawcr in winter are his choice, because,

la.s lie says, "in the summer tliere arc
[litnity of floivcrs in the garden which cati
be- useti as cut flaovers in the house.

Orchîis acslongrown. Most peo-

pl.tlink that thcy cannot begrown by

ýfthe millionaire. Such opinions in
bnxcases ar elfoundcd, althougli

on>in sanie cases. The experience of
'h.- Ellis and others who have grown

,refute such ani idea. Actually

tliçrc is a strong case in favar af the ar-
ichiti as a plant for home use, and espec-
11-.11v for the winter season. The case is

1-r'~c by the following facts:
1i ~t: Orchitis require a minimum oi

1c.tre tnd attention.
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Second: The expense of growving or-
chids is not prohibitive, and after on..
lias started, lcss than that af other
plants.

Third: As suitable house plants, wvon-
derful in their beauty of coloring and
charm af form, they are unsurpassed.

IVIIY EXPENSIVE

The varieties wvhich the amateur shauld
attempt to grow are flot expensive, but
rare varieties f etch sums wvhich only a
millianaire could dreamn af giving for
them. Such varieties are baught an the
same basis as curioes are bought, to, add
to, priceless collectians. Some few ycars
ago 1 wvas visiting a canunmercial estab-
lishment wvhich has a fine colection or or-
chids, and in discussing prices with the
manager 1 was told this: That a short
time befare his firm matie a purchase af
several litindrcd bulbs, paying, I think,
on the average about a dollar apicce for
them. In this collection were one or two
rare plants. About the timne they wverc
in bloom another orchid spccialist vîsitcd
this collection and askcd to be given a
price on twva of the rare plan-t:. One

%%-;s quoted to hini a.t sevcnuy-five dollars.
zind the~ otlier, a very beautiful plant, zit
anc hundred and fifty dollars. lie bouglit
thcmn at thiese prices and a few months
later the one hundrcd anti fifty dollar
plant wvas shawn by hnm ait a wvorld-fanm-
ed exhibition wherc it toak the first prize,
anti was then sold ta, some admiring ricli
mi for five hundred dollars. An inci-
dent like this explains high prices, but
the amateur is not to be frightened by
such incidents, andi they shoulti nat kecp
him from trying his hanti at a most in-
teresting, even if sometimes a rich man's
hobby.

There are three essentials ta success
in grawing orchids. Shotld you bc able
ta supply these essentials try a few or-
chitis.

First: Thle greenhouse, or that part ai
it set aside for the orchitis, must alwvays
be heateti to a temperaturie ranging from
55 degrees F. ta -,o degrees F. It ivauld
prove fatal ta the plants if it fell below
45 degrees F. WcN' shaîl sec why, later.

Second. Praper ventilation must be
proviticd. But it must be provitied__so
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