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The Little Peach Disease
L. Case, U.S.A., O.A.C., Guelphi, Ont.

During'a recent trip ta the peach dis-
tricts of Michigan ta investigate the dis-
case known as Little Peacb the wîiter
gained the following information:

Little Peach is a very destructive dis-
ease; and in the opinion of the majority
of Michigan grow ers îs several. times more
destructive than Peach Yellows. Wber-
ever affected trees have been allowed to
remain tbe whole orchard, as a mile, bas
hecamfe hopeiessly diseased in four or five
years. An expert grower stated that he
had bimself seen more than io00 orchards
thus destroyed.

.So fair as known, no variety of peach
tree is exempt. japanese plums are sub-
ject to the disease. Tbe writer saw tbree
plum orchards with several of the trees
attacked by Little Peach.

Little 1'each attacks trees from. twa
years of age upwards. (This is also true
of Yellows.) The disease bas been suc-
cessfully controlled in Michigan and oth-
er places, but only by the removal each
year, as soon as possible,- of ail clearly
diseased trees andl also ail suspected ones.
It is absoiutely necessary ta remnove the
suspicious cases as weil as the clearly
diseased. Co-operation in control meas-
ures is necessary, and, where orchards are
close together as in Ontario peacb dis-
tricts, is imperative. No person can thar-
oughly contrai the disease in hi s own
orchard by the removal of diseased trees
if bis neighbar only a few rads away fails
to remove bis. If, bowever, the archardç
are half a mile or mare apart one may
hope ta be able ta keep bis awn archard
fairly free from the disease even inde-
pendent of bis neighbors. Where tree.q
have been removed because of the dis-
ease yaung trees miay, if desired, be set
in the same place next qprinLý. Sucb trees
are not any more subject ta Little Peacb
and Yellow'q thanm anv ather trees in the
orchaird. (Prof. Waite of Wasbington,
D., C. ,Prof. Blake of New Jersey, and
sqeveral others agree with tbis statemrent.)

second year, and in some'cases the third
year.

Wbether the pits fromý Little Peach
will grow and produoe the dicase is flot
yet proven. (Prof. Philips of Virginia,
believes a small percentage of themn wil
do so.) The ordinary system of inspec-
tion for Yellows (as practised int Ontaria)
is flot sufficient for Little Peach, as thls
disease often does flot show in trees un-
tii the latter part of September. There-
fore, inspection work should continue up
ta the coloring of the leaves by frost. It
is not an infrequent occurrence ta find
trees with ail the symptoms of Little
Peach except that the fruit ripens some-
whatprematurely or at latest at the nor-
mal time. Sucb fruit shows no sign of

The best of tbe garden is wbàt yau
put into it rather tban what cames aut
af it. It is the satisfaction of your
tastes and the bettering of tbem, tbe
thaugbt and sentiment you express in
planting and gathering, the innocence
and quiet of mind that yau take ta the
seeding, trimming and watering that are
the real rewards.

The winter is tbe season ta talke stock
of your yard conditians, the reflecting
period wben your plans are matured for
its improvemrent in tbe spring. Have
you tbought of planting any arnamental
sbrubs? Do so now-let me recomniend
fromn personal experience the despised and
neglected snowbail. tbe guelder-rose (Vi-
burn Opulus) with its globose dlus-
ters of wýhite sterile Rlowers, said ta, be
a cultivated variety of higb cranberry. It
is very bardy, does well enougb in any
soi! and under ail conditions, but plant it
-attend to it-prune it-feed it, and love
it, and the beautiful display of bloom
it will in gratitude return will be a source
of wonder, pleasure and delight.

Have you a place wb,,ere a hedge ef-
fect is desirable, tben alternate with the
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hest known honeysuckle, tbe Tartarian
fram Russia---feed and prune them with
care and in a few years notbing will, sur-
pass the fragrant loveliness of these
sbrubs in flowers:-

"How sweetly smell the honeysuckle
In the hush'd night, as if the world were

one
0f utter peace and love and gentleness."

-Tewnnysona (aarelh and Lynrette.)

I bave also found tbe lilac or pipe tree
and particularly the Persian lilac (S.
Persica) an excellent hedge ta div ide the
vegetable garden fromn the front. The
lilac is a widely cultivated ornamrentai
Old World shrub of tbe genus Syvinga of
the olive famiiy (Oleaceoe), but notwith-
standing its ancestry, baw do.we find ît
in Ontario? Everywhere sadly neglected,
untîdy, scraggy, its suckers occupying
and spoiling the ground for some feet
around tbe busbes. Try this method,
plant a lilac hedge-feed it-prune it for
formn and flawers-cut out tbe suckers,
and note tbe great panicles of f ragran t
blootu it wvill produce in quantity and
quality. ,I cballenge aIl exotics ta excel
these flowers in pleasing perfumne.

URIST 5

Yellows. This is possibly an abnormal
case of Little Peach and Yellows attack-
ing the tree at the samne time. Whatever
be the cause these trees must be destroyed
just as if they had typical Little Peach or
Yellows.

In some districts in Ontario' Little
Peach lias already caused the loss of sev-
eral orchards and of many trees in nearby
orchards. No chance should be given it.
ta make further progress ; therefore,
every grower, is urged to destroy AT
ONCE every tree marked by the inspec-
tor and èvery suspected trce. It is very
important flot to let them remain in the
orchard tilI next spring. There is na use
in boping for the recovery of trees;,they
nex er recover from this disease.

Shrub Hedges
A. K. Goo4mnan, LL.B., Toronto, Ont.


