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Sehool Gardens for Te achers.
PROF. W. LOCH HEM>, ONT. AGRI. COLLEGE,

GU3ELPH.

1 'HAT school gardens will play a very
important part in the new education

miovemient whichi is being inaugurated in
Onutario is the opinion of our foremost cdu-
cators. Ontario is aivay behind miany of
the States and niost of the northcrn coun-
tries of Europe in the adoption of school
gardens as a part and parcel of her school
svstem. France bas more than 28,000
scbool gardens, and in nmany of the other
European countries state funids are not
granted unless a garden is connected with
the school. In an article, by mne, published
in The Canadian Horticulturist for July last
year, the value of school gardens is fully set
forth.

Believirc, that the school garden is of
great vali. in school work, the directors of
the sumlnier school for nature study at the
.Macdonald Institute, Guelph, decided to
have every teacher in attendance ilakie and
keep a small garden. Althougbi the usual
season for planting gardens %vas over, yet
it wvas stili possible to get iliany of the sccds
to gernlinate and grow. With »the assist-
ance of Mr. W. Hunt, the college florist, the
garden plots were miarkcd out by the teach-
ers thcmisclvcs, the land prepared an.d the
sceds planted. Talks were given at tbe
plots on the preparation of the soi] and the
use of inanures and fertilizers, on the pro-
per planting of thc différent secds, on the
use of the garden inc, on the best w,%ay of
caring for the plot after the seeds were
planted so as to conserve the moisture, and
on the care of garden tools.

Each plot was 12 X 12 feet, wvith paths
18 inches wvide between the plots, and each
tcachcr prepared a sketch plan for himself
of thc plot, which wvas discussed and criti-
cized, and niuchi valuable information ob-
ti3ined as to the best arrangemient of the

rows in the plot. It wvas pointed ont that
probably à better sized plot would be Io x
15, or Io x 20, ini that it could ',be miore
readily wvorked.

Soon after planting lîeavy rains camie.
The soil being a heavy dlay loam, calked on
dIrving, and there wvas found the accessity-
for raking the surface to conserve the mois-
ture and to prevent excessive evaporation.
In fact, practical problemis camie up for so-
lutiôn at everv turu. At present writing
the seedlings are up ilicely and the plots arc
in good shape anci condition. The ncxt
probleni wvll be the weeds and thc thinuilng.

Spr.yug Mkixturs Under Test.
SCAREFUL examination -%as miade

VI July- i9, 2o and 21 in the Niaga.ra
district to ascertain the resuits of the
vairlous experinients iade Iast spring with
spraying mixtures for the San Jose sale.
The objcct of the tests ivas to, determuine the
re.ative nierits of the limie-suiphate %vash.
the McBain mixture, the sal soda anci otlwr
comibinations. The -exainination was mlade hy
Professors Lochhead and Harcourt. of ic
Ontario Agricultural College; Inlspectqiri
Smiith and Hodgctts, of thc Provincial l')c-
partmlent of Agriculture, and a special coi-
mncte of the Niagara District Fruit Grow-
ers' Association.

The scale began to rn a week or miore
before the date of the exaininations, so 1that
the first brood only were showing. AUl oi
the remedies wcre fouind to have donc goodxx
wvork. On unspraved trees the fruit wae
iit niany instances already spottcd w~itlI the
young scale and woiûld soon bc rendrredl
unsalcable. Scale-infested trees suffércdl
severcly from the winter, and miany or-
chards between St. Catharines and Niagara.
that werc once considered models, are iui'.
conîpletcly destroyed. Thcy furnishi a *.cr-
rible exanîple of thc destructive work4 of
this scale and of %vliat neglect in its irvat-
nient will bring about.
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