
Educatlion and Co-Edtcation.

fashionable cducation? Not much,
for their supply is according to the
demnand. It is of no use in any case
to rail against outcome. We must go
dceper. The poptlar idea is that any
lady, especially if she be a widowv not
so well off as she once vas, can kcep
a boarding-school, and ifshe brings in
teachers to give instruction in French,
drawing, music, dancing, deportnient,
and fancy-work, what more can be
wanted ? Scraps of history and sci-
ence nay be tlhrovn iin, but as to the
systematic study of anything, or
methods of study, or mental training,
it is seldon dreamed of. Why should
it, if insipidity of mind and apathetic
elegance of manner be considered more
valuable? There has neen improve-
ment, but I fLar that Ihe complaint
made by a French reviewer, a gencra-
tion ago, is still too well-fonnded :
"Philosophers never conceived the idea
of so perfect a vacuum as is found to
exist in the minds of young wonen
who are stipposed to have finished in
such establi.,hments. If they marry
husbands. as uninformed as them-
selves, they fall into habits of indolent
insignificance without much pain; if
they marry persons more accom-
plished, they can retain no hold of
their affections. Hence many matri-
nionial miseries, in the midst of
which the wife finds it a consolation
to be always complaining of her health
and ruined nerves." Were it not for
the love that God lias implanted in
the hearts of women, and love, instead
of being blind, is that which gives true
insight, were it not for those instincts
which are the inherited thought of the
race, the results of such education
would be unspeakable. As it is, they
are bad enough for women themselves,
their children, and the race. Their
own health and the lives of their chil-
dren are often sacrificed from igno-
rance of elementar-, knowledge of
anatomy and physihlogy; and, be-
cause of their prejudices and wrong

idc.as, they give a twist to the moral
and intellectual nature of youth fromn
which it never complctely recovers.
Ve are now finding out that all we

have donc for India avails nothing,
siniply because we have not reached
the women. The qutcion with states-
men and missionaries is, how shall we
educate or influence the wiomen of
India? Had we not better begin
ne:trer home ?

Speaking of things as they are to-
day, and not as they werc a quarter of
a century ago, let us thankfully ac-
knowledge that improvement both in
the physical and mental training of
womcn lias been and is being gradu-
ally effected. Girls are more encour-
ageu , take active exercisc in the open
air, to nove about freely without
thought of the posture-master, and to
lead the same out-door life as boys.
And blessed be the man or wôman
who invented or made fashionable the
game of lawn-tennis. Noone can excel
in it dressed in tight stays or pull-
backs. I have indeed seen a young
lady try to play the game so dressed,
but shail not attempt to describe the
ridiculous figure the poor creature cut
as she hopped from court to court like
a "hobbled " donkey or a very lame
and limp duck. But she was the sad
and sorrowful exception that proves
the rule. Physical invalidism is now
not thought "lady.like." Perhaps Mus-
cular Christianity lias helped to dis-
pel that idiotic notion. And for a
brief comprehensive account of what
has been done in Europe and Ameri-
ca in the way of giving wiomen means
and opportunities of mental training,
particularly as regards the secondary
education that leads up to the Uni-
versity, and also in the way of open-
ing the avenues that lead to profes-
sions fron which custoni, at least,
formerly excluded theni, let me refer
you to a thoughtful paper by Mr. Mc-
Henry, Principal of the Cobourg Col-
legate Institute, on " The Higher Edu-
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