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TAXING COAL &

At a meeting held at Northfield, the
government candidate, ‘Mr. Melnpes, in
answer to the argument that the govern-
ment ownership of railways would in-
crease the taxes of the farmers, -asked
why the money to pay for the ‘railways
could not be got by taxing coal. There
are some people to whom such'a proposi-
tion will appear very T able, and it
is worth while to consider it for 8 little
while, fer = experience shows that one

‘Bot safely take it for granted that

“Sablic will see the fallacy of an

geous proposition unless it is dis-
tinetly pointed ont to them.: When it is
proposeéd to tax coal, only the output of
the two. companies on Vancouver Island
can be meant, for all other’coal is sub-
ject to a royalty of five cents per ton.
That raised by the New Vancouver Coal
Company is free from royalty, because
the land was granted to the company
before the royalty was imposed, and s0
also is the coal raised on the E. & N.
company's lands. ;
fore, free from - taxation as
although the land in which the coal is
contained becomes taxable under_certain
cenditions. 'What is meant by those
who claim that this tax should be im-
pesed is @ot that a tax should be levied
upon the probable value of the mine,
but upon the output.

‘We shall not enter into a discussion of
the legal right of the legislature to im-
pose a tax upon coal in contravention of
the contract under which the companies

' pamed received their grants. /By con-
tract we mean the terms of the grant,
for when the crown grants land to any
one, it enters into a contract with the
grantee, namely, that the latter shall
have what is purported to be given him,
and this would not be the case if, after
granting land to a man free of any
royalty upon the coal ‘contained in it,
although expressly conveying the coal t0
him, the legislature should seek to im-
pose a tax upon the coal after having
given it free.  We say that we shall not
enter into an argument-upon this point,
but pass on to the business aspect of the

* case, for this is what will come most
closely home to the people generally.
“There is mined in British Columbia now
_.about a million tons of coal every year.
J¥or the purposes of argument we will
.assume that the product of the two Van-
¢ouver Island companies is a million tons
4 year. 1f a royalty of five cents a ton
were imposed upon this, the revenue
xoalized would be $50,000 a year, or
.sufficient to pay the interest and sinking
fund upon $1,250,000, or less than one-
tenth of the cost of Mr. Martin’s pro-
‘posed railway from the Coast to Koot-
enay. To meet the interest and sinking
fund upon the cost of that railway alone,
& royalty of 50 cents per ton would have

_4e be imposed upon the cgal output of
‘the two .companies in question. " Such a
reyalty would doubtless close the mines
and ‘not only throw out of employment
the thousands of' people engaged in min-
ing or in connection therewith, but would
.erush out of existence Nanaimo and the

_.other coal mine towns, and strike such a
blow at the business of Vancouver
‘Asland as could not -be recovered from
jin three generations. But doubtless the
_advocates of this sort of taxation will
.say that they do not propose to levy the
svhole amount upon the coal. ' Let us
sthen suppose that only a-small part of it
is 80 levied, who will pay it? The com-
.panies owning the mines? ~Well, not
wexactly. And this brings us to the dis-
scussion of a great fallacy in the dema-
gogic arguments of the class mentioned.

There is a home market and a foreign
market for the coal produced on Van-
couver Island. The home market is
practically a monopoly to the two com-
panies, that is, no one can hope to come
in and undersell them. They can fix

the price. In point of fact, they do fix

_-the price, and for years to come they are
' mot likely to have any serious competi-

tion. The foreign market is. not a
_monopoly. There the companies have

to compete with coal produced every-
_ "where, and in San Franciseo, the prin-

«ipal foreign market, they have to com-

‘pete against coal protected by duty.

Impose a new charge upon the coal pro-
. duced by the Vancouver lsland com-

panies, and they would at once take

steps to get it out of their customers.

That is business, and no one would un-

dertake to say that it was an improper

thing to do. It is the same in every
other line of business. The producer
- endeavors to get all the charges on his
' product out of the consumer, and we
suppose coal mine owners are built upon
much the same lines as the rest of man-
kind. Could they impose this extra

. charge, necessitated: by the tax to meet

a railway loan, upon foreign con-

sumers? Every one will have to admit

that they could not, because they could
siot raise the pricein the foreign market,

«owing to competition. They would have

‘to collect the increased cost from the

. home . consumers, which would be a

«compiratively easy matter, because, as
‘we H§ve shown, they can fix the price
in . home market.. Therefore the
people who would pay this tax upon coal
‘“wwould be the local consumers of coal, the
_steamboat owners, the owners of fac-
tories, every person who buys a ton of
coal for family use. This is where the
incidence of the taxation would fall, un-
less indeed the coal mine owners should

decide not to increase the price of coal |

‘to the’ consumer, but to reduce the
wages of those engaged at the mines,

This coal is, there-} .
sucb, |

increase, that is, the burden of the whole
royalty, including that upon exported
coal, the ‘miners and others employed in
getting out and handling the coal would
have to pay it. } t is not g question]
of what one mag #opld like ’( . i
a simple business on. ;
Robins or My’ Dunsisie: ht person<
ally be averse to reducing wages in
order to meet added taxation, but they
would be unable to avoid it. They are
not the sole owners of * the properties
which they represent, and we may be
very sure that they would both find
themselves compelled to apply to the
mines urder their control the same busi.-
ness principles that prevail everywhere
olse in the world. 'Therefore if a suffi-
cient tax were imposed on the output of
the Island mines to have any appreciable
effect mpon the enormous taxation en-
tailed by the government railway policy,
the effect would be extremely serious
upon local consumers of coal, and prob-
ably also upon the wage-earners em-
ploged in connection with the mines.
The demagogues who plead for such
taxation in order to make good their
chimerical scheme of government owner-
ship of railways are simply. misleading
the people.

A T
ONE EFFECT OF THE WAR.

One lesson of the war in South’ Africa
is that the much-talked-of invasion of
India by Russia will be indefinitely post-
poned. « The defente of the Tugela by
the Boer forces has demonstrated that it
is next to impossible to force a strong]
position defended by an army with large
resources. If the Boers had been just
a little stronger, Buller might still be
south ~ of the Tugela, and Ladysmith
might have been compelled to succumb
to starvation. In view of these unques-
tionable considerations it is evident
enough that the northwest frontier ' of
India could be easily held by the Indian
army against any force which Raussia
could hurl against it. This is a very
important matter. As long as there was
the least reason to suppose the Empire
to. be vulnerable on the northwestern
frontier of India, our'foreign policy had
to ‘be shaped accordingly, but  this
menace has been removed, and, oddly
enough, not by what our forces have
done, but by what they failed to do else-
where. What Buller did not accom-
plish simply could not have been done.
The remarkable advance of Roberts
through the Free State and into the
Transvaal was due to the fact that he
had room in which to execute flanking
movements, which Buller had not in
.Natal. Now, on the Indian frontier
flanking movements would be out of the
question. Our forces would hold posi-
tions that could not. be turned, and
hence an enemy from the north would
dash itself to pieces all in vain. The
details of the last assault by the Boers
upon the defences of Ladysmith show
the immense superiority of the defence.
A determined effort was made to carry
Bester’s Hill, the idea being that if our
troops ‘could be driven thence in econ-
fusion, the enemy could take advantage
of the panic and ;
beleaguered town. But though a
superior force attempted to capture the
hill, it was easily held in check. Our
outposts = that were ‘attnckéd were
numerically weak, whiie the enemy were
very strong. Yet the latter could not
advance after their presence was detect-
ed, and when reinforcements were hur-
ried up the situation was changed, and
the whole effort.of the Boers was to
secure refuge, where they would be fairly
safe from our fire, until darkness enabled
them to retreat. Russia cannot hope to
do even as well against the force which
we could throw into the fromtier moun-
tains of India, as the enemy did against
the defences of Ladysmith, or those of
Kimberley and Mafeking. Hence India
is safe from invasion, and a bughbear of
many years has beea disposed of.

The superiority of the defence was al-
ready well known, but it has been vastly
increased by modern weapons. The
heroic resistance of Plevna, a town
poorly adapted to defence purposes, Was
the first great lesson in modern timeés
that a defending force could withstand
an immensely superior attacking army.
Plevna would probably never have been
' taken if the garrison could have been
supplied with food and ammunition.
Means of defence have been greatly im-
proved since the last Russo-Turkish war,
and the advantage is on the side of the
defenders even more than it was at that
time, In the case of our frontier posts
in India there would be no danger of
their supplies being cut off. They would
have behind them the whole of India to
draw upon for men and munitions of
war, and behind India the open ocean,
on which we will be supreme for many
a long day. Hence on this important
frontier the conditions for defence would
be the most favorable possible, while
those against which' the attacking force
‘would have to contend would be difficult.
Hence we feel very certain that India
is safe, and that its - safety has been
established on'the banks of the Tugela.

_—0
BRYAN'S CHANCES.

Very great confidence seems to be felt
by the suppotters of Bryan in the com-
ing contest for the presidency of the
United States. At one time it was
thought that he would not receive any-
thing like the solid assistance of the
New York Democrats, but there has
lately been a great change in this respect,
and there seems to be a chance that the
great vote of New York in the electoral
college will be cast for Bryan, whoese
nomination by the Democratic Conven-
tion seems to be taken for granted by
every one. If Bryan can carry New

49f the local market would not stand the

York, his Gliaiicks tor success will be

rush: into'  the

vastly improved. We still feel, however,
that the next president of the United
States wil be ‘William"McKinley. From
the point of view of an outsider there
would sppear to be some risk attending

ehange B admi Sfion at the present
tirbe. nited stands commit-
‘ted toa dine of policy, which cannot
much departed from without risk. Cuba,
Porto Rico and the Philippines present
problems that will not be improved by
experimenting with them.. A settled line
of action must be determined upon, and
be carried into execution, no matter how
much it may apparently antagonize what
are claimed to be the essential features
of the United States system. Take
Porto Rico, for example. In this new
possession of- the United States the
President. appoints- the governor, the
executive council, the upper branch of
the legislature and the judges. He has
‘an absolute veto on all legislation, the
absolute control of ali franchises, and
the people are not consulted on the ques-
tion of taxation. The latter have the
right to elect the members of the lower
legislative body, but its powers are S0
slight that this concession is only a
mockery- of mepresentative institutions.
This is very much like the government of
what we call a Crown Colony, but what
else can be suggested? It is idle to talk
of ‘applying to such a population as that
of Porto Rico the principles of represent-
ative government, even to the extent al-
lowed in the territories of the United
States, while to make of the island a
self-governing community would be a
piece ‘of absolute foolhardiness. It
Bryan were in power to-morrow he would
have to follow much the same course in
this respect as McKinley has pursued.
He might change a few things, but it is
plain to every impartial observer that for
years to come Porto Rico and the Philip-
pines must be governed, to a very large
extent, from Washington. Cuba presents
another class of problems, because Cuba
noes not belohg to the United States.
Nevertheless, the United States, having
forced Spain to abandon Cuba, is respon-
sible for the good government of the is-
land, and the responsibility cannot be
shirked without serious consequences. It
is for such reasons as the above that we
deciine to think the majority of the peo-
ple of the United States will decide to ex-
change the policy. of the Republican
party, which sc far has worked very well,
for the experiments of the Democrats,
and at the forthcoming presidential elec-
tion, the great issue will be the govern-
ment of the newly acquired possessions
of the United States. *
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GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

There are ~ government - railways in
Queensland, New South ‘Wales, Viec-
toria, West Australia, South Australia,
Tasmania and New Zealand. The fol-
lowing is an official statement of their
earnings in 1899 upon their capital cost:

Queensland ...... 2,43 per cent,
New South Wales......:. 3. "
IVIORORI. iiio sl g v iinaieode

West Australia

%outh Australia .

Tasmania, . <45 + - ok

| New Zealand ......... s 132D

™

“

have not at hand, do the roads pay any-
thing like the interest on thelr cost, not
to speak of the sinking fund. There is a
very serious deficit in each case,

In New Zealand, which is the colony
t6 which most frequent reference is made
in this comnection, the railways cost a
littie under $40,000 per mile, showing
that government construction is not
specially economical. There are in this
colony 2,090 miles of railway, so that
the internal carrying trade of the-coun-

government.  There i§ one important
private line. The ranning expenses of
the latter amounted last year to 46 per
cent, of the total earning, while the run-
ning expenses of the government lines
were over 63 per cent. of the gross earn-
ing, making ‘a great difference in favor
of the management of the private line.

The white population of New Zealand
is a little over 607,000, and the revenue
is upwards of $25,000,000. Deducting
from the latter the earnings of the rail-
ways and the territorial revenue, 80 a8
to arrive at tht amount of taxation, and
we have $17,245,000 contributed by the
peopie in The form of some kind of taxes,
which is $28.50 per head. This is a
very large sum, and we fancy the voters
of British Columbia will think a long
time before they will grow enamored of
the New Zealand system, which places
such enormous burdens upon the people.
For the privileges of owning their rail-
ways, the people of New Zealand are
paying, over and above what they con-
tribute in the way of passenger fares and
freight charges, the sum of $1,230,000
every year in direct taxes. There may
be something about this that commends
itself to The minds of the people of Brit-
ish Columbia, but we fail to see what it
can be.

There are, of course, no statistics in
the official year books to enable us to
judge of the charidcter of the gecommo-
dation furnished by the New Zealand
railways, but the statement is made else-
where that it is of an inferior kind. As
nearly as we can gather from the re-
tirns the average mileage charge upon
passengers is a little over 5 cents
per mile, and if it were not for the fact
that many persons are carried on season
tickets the rate would be considerably
higher. On the whole the railway statis-
tios of the Australasian colonies are not
favorable to government ownership, and
they demonstrate very clearly that such
a policy would be folly in the cdse of a
proviznice like ours, where the sources of
revenue are limited to what we can raise
by direct taxation,

S T B NE S ESIE

Thelr gentle action and good effect on the

system really make them a perfect little

piil. The{ please those who use them. Car-
ter's Little !::Iver Pllls may well be termedy

L TRE )

In no.single case, e;cept‘it be that of
‘West ‘Australia, particulars of which we

try is almost entirely in the hands of the.

e

In some of the VTnmqv_er Island eﬁ_ﬁ-

stituencies very great stress is laid upon
the question of Oriental. exclusion as an

5 lgat thi election, a
f provincial interferen

the advocates
¢ in this matter
think also that steps should fe taken to
drive out of the country ‘th€ Chinamen
already resident here. The question
calls for much consideration, because it
is important that there should be no
misapprehension: of the power of the
local legislaturg to-deal with it. Not-
withstanding all that has been said and
written on the point, there still lingers in
the minds of many people the belief that
the logal house has the power to exclude
aliens from the country. We therefore
state in the most emphatic way we can
think of that the, locdl degislature has no
power whatevér to dédl with the exclu-
sion of Chinese or Japanese or any one
else from British' Columbia. That power
rests exclusively witn the parliament of
Canada. : 'J;he Confederation Act, which,
whether we like it or not, is the law of
the land, e'_xpressly says that the parlia-
ment of Canada has exclusive control of

.such subjects, and if our legislature were

to pass an exclusion law it would be
promptly set aside by the courts] even if
it were not disallowed at once by the
Governor-General.,  There is no excuse
for any mistake on this point, for the
law is as clear as the sun at noonday. -

But it is argued that if we cannot keep
these people out of the country :we ean
drive them out of business and so compel
thei to leave.' It has been decided by
the courts' that we cannot pass laws in
the province affecting the standing of
aliens here. The rights of aliens as
such are under the jurisdiction of the
parliament of Canada. Moreover, it has
already been demonstrated that if a
province undertakes to pass laws inter-
fering with the rights of the subjects of
a foreign power with whom the Empire
is on friendly terms, it will be promptly
disallowed without waiting for any one
to invoke the interference of the courts.
So well settled are these points that all
Mr. Martin proposes to do is to pass
laws time after time, notwithstanding
their disallowance, until the Imperia’
government is forced to yield.

Some people, however, imagine that
there is a much easier way to get at the
same point, namely to impose a tax upon
every person who employs a Chinese
male servant. In support of such a
policy it is claimed toat a similar law is
in force in Great Britain. This is of a
piece with most of the arguments of a
certain class of politicians. There is no
such law in ‘Great Britain. There is a
gmall tax upon a person who keeps ser-
vants in livery, but it is not designed to
keep people ' from employing servants
who wear livery, but as an easy means
of making well-to-do people contribute
something to the revenume. The advo-
cates of this ‘special tax go so far as to
fix the amoufit of it.” They say it ought
to be $560 a year. Well, suppose it was,
what would the effect be? Ifi:Chinese
;n@}ipimé’m called upon'to choose
between leaving the vountry and taking
less wages, they would probably choose
the latter. ‘Take a: Chinese gdomestic
who gets say $15 a month. This is lower
than the best get, but we are taking the
lowest amount, for if.the argument holds
good in their case it will hold good with
the higher priced servants. This class
of Chinamen would find their wages re-
duced about 25 per cemt. Would they
be driven '‘qut of the country? We
doubt it. HEyen $11 or $12 a month and
board would-be muca better than they
could hope to do in China. Probably in
practice the burden of the tax would be
divided between the employer and the
servant. It:would mean that the em-
ployer would have to pay a little less
wages than before, but would have to
make up more than the difference by an
addition to his taxes. The consequence
would be that people of small means
might feel compelled to do without hired
help. The tax would not be a serious
matter to those in better circumstances,
for, as we have said, a part of it, if not
the whole, would be paid by the servant.
Depend upon it, as long as the Chinese
are in the country, they will get work at
something, and even if they can be
driven out of city households and from
the farms, they will be found competing
in ether walks of industry with white
labor. We ean only get rid of the Chi-
nese by adopting a  policy which will
prevent them from coming into the
country, and the only. legislature in-the
world that can do this is the parliament
of Canada.

But it will be asked:. Can nothing be
done with the Chinese now in the prov-
ince? We admit that this subject is one
that will bear investigation. In his card
to the electors of North Nanaimo, Mr.
John Bryden speaks of sanitary inspec-
tion that will limit the number of in-
mates in dwellings. Mr, Bryden does
not say that this is aimed at the Chinese,
but it will apply to them. The local legis-
lature can certainly stop the huddling
together of scores of the Asiaties in
small apartments. It can compel them
to conform to Western ideas of sanita-
tion and thus render their cost of living
greater, which will prevent them from
cutting the rate of wages and put them
more upon & par with white people in
competition, = If this can be done, the
result would probably be that the Chi-
nese now in British Columbia would
spread over ‘the whole Dominion, and if
the supply from the Orient were cut off,
either by a high head tax or some such
provision as the Natal Act, we would
soon find oturselves freed from Chinese
competition. his  is the line along
which the local legislature can proceed.
It has its limitations, but we say, with a
full conviction -of -the importance of

k

what e say, that we pgitqye Mr. Bry-

/

likely to begin. The influx will not be

‘ling him as there is about any other ex-

den has pointed out the most efficient
way of dealing with the Chinese ques-
tion by our legislature. It will doubt-

d necessary to go further

compelling them to conform to the con-
ditions under which white laborers live.
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DEMAND FOR OUR TIMBER.

As soon as the war is over a period of
large immigration to South Africa is

confined to people from the JJnited
Kingdom, although these may form the
majority, but there will be-a rush thither
from all parts of the civilized world.
Whatever foreign nations pretend to
think of Britain and British rule, foreign
people have the utmost confidence in the
safety and security of British govern-
ment, and they will hasten to take ad-
vantage of it in the new South Africa
which will be thrown open to all the
world on equal terms. When our

pire conquers, it conquers for the worid.
This influx of pophlation and the corres-
ponding influx of- capital will create a
very great demand for timber, and those
who have followed the story of the war
will ‘not need to be told - that South
Afsica is deficient in timber. The most
convenient source of supply is Britishi
Oohimbia, and a great demand for' our
wouds may be looked for with confidenee.
This will revolutionize conditions on Van-
couver Island. Our lumber supply is
enormous, and: very fortunately it is
within easy veach of the coast upon
which mills will be erected. The de-
velopment of the lumber trade will mean
the establishment of smart milling towns,
like Chemainus, in many places, and
also the settlement of the extensive
tracts of farming land to be found on
‘the Island. For example, along the east
coast of the Island almost all the way to
Seymour’ Narrows therg is a wide strip
of heavily timbered land that when
cleared will make excellent farms. The
cost of clearing it is great, as every one
knows, so. much so that although it
pays to invest money in oclearing up such
land, comparatively few people have the
courage to attempt it. When the heavy
timber has been removed the expense of
the work is greatly reduced. This will
lead to the early occupation of the land
by tarmers. The state of Washington
affords an example of this, for there
farmers have taken up similar land very
readily. In the meantime most of this
land will remain wunoccupied, and per-
haps it is as well that it should. Presi-
deént Hill of the Great Northern railway
has on several occasions told the people
of the state of Washington that the tim-
ber growing on their uplands is worth
to them more than could be raised in
crop off the same land, if cleared, in a
Jifetime. There is very much in this,
and we confess that much as we wish to
see Vancouver Island occupied by pros-
perous settlers, it would be with con-
siderable regret that we would witness
wholesale destruction of our forests even:
for the purpose of making farms. The
‘market for-our timber is about to ex-
pand, not onfy in South Africa, but in
Eastern Asia, for after the present dis-
turbed conditions existing in the latter
region have been terminated, there will
be inaugurated a period of development
that will be rapid and far-reaching.
‘Wherever modern civilization is intro-
duced, there a great demand for timber
springs up of necessity, and China must
draw upon us for her supply. China is
not a timbered country, and there is no
source upon which she can dtaw as read-
ily as upon British Columbia. For years
to come the great forests of Siberia will
be unavailable, because of the fact that
the rivers draining them all run into the
Arctic Ocean, and consequently the tim-
ber can only be brought out by rail. This
will ultimately be provided, but long be-
fore it comes about, the Oriental market
will have created on this Island and on
our Mainland an immense timber indus-
try. The present Siberian railway does
not enter the forest belt, although there
is said to be a large, well-timbered re-
gion lying to the south of the railway line
and drained by the river Amur, that is
not very difficult to get at from the rail-
way, but even if this proves to be the
case, its output cannot be placed in com-

our forests are so mear the ocean, and
the demand in China will also be from
points easily accessible from the ocean.
We look forward with great confidence
to an early and rapid increase in our
export of timber, and this means more
than can easily be calculated for the
province,

T TAia e o b A B
MR. MARTIN’S MISTAKES. .

If it is correct to judge of a man’s
political future by his past, Mr. Martin’s
premiership, if long continued, would be
fruitful of errors. And it is not neces-
sary to go to Manitoba either for proof
of this statement. It is not quite two
years since Mr. Martin made his.entry
into our politics, and he has contrived to
surpass all records for blundering dur-
ing that period. He wofully blundered
in the Deadman’s Island question, He
made a phenomenal blunder when he pro-

when he took Mr. Ryder into his eab-
inet. He blundered about the royalty on
the Crow’s Nest Pass coal. He blun-
dered when he advised the Lieutenant-
Governor as to the possibility of having
a session of the legislature before the
close of the fiscal year. His legislative
blunders are innumerable. Mr, Martin
is a creature of force; but so is a bull in
a china shop. If he could be kept under
control ‘and be used to carry out plans
formed by men of better judgment, his
services would be useful, although there
would be the same risk attending hand-

plosive material. You never could . be

sure when he would not upset all yous

mulgated his platform. He blundered|

aid.
blood is needed in the herds, and the
tarmers- are hardly in a position to get

calculatione by going off at a tangent."
There is one error that Mr. Martin did
not make. He did not sawround kimself
with ‘ministe 0 haye minds of their
own, Mr, §_ﬂis an-excellent fellow.
We all like MF*Yates: ~Yet Mr. Martin
knew when e got Mr. Yates into his
cabinet thathe would not in any way
interfere with him. He presented Mr.
Yates with a platform and a cabinet of-
fice, and Mr. Yates swallowed the former
for the sake of the latter. It is the old
case of the good little boy who takes his
pills in jam. Mr. George Washington
Beebe is_so little known to the rest of
mankind that we are at a loss to form
any opinion as to his qualifications for
office, It is understood that Mr. Beebe
came down, to be sworn in, drew a
month’s salary and went home, He has
probably drawn another month’s salary
since¢ He is money in pocket, no matter
how he comes out at the polls next Sat-
urday. Mr. Martin was safe in taking
Mr. Beebe into his councils. He knew
there would be no kicking over the traces
in that quarter. Then we have Mr.
Curtis, Mr, Curtis is alleged to have
said something about turning Mr. Mar-
tin down in a centain event. We think
we see him doing it. - Mr. Curtis is
rather hard of hearing, and we feel sure
that if he heard himself say anything
of that kind he would kave promptly de-
nied it, for Mr, Curtis is much too close
to My, Martin to interfere with him in
anyway. This leaves us Mr. Brown.
We hardly know what to make of Mr.
Brown. Mr. Brown has had the reputa-
tion of being a very formidable person,
one who is prepared to sally out with a
whole arsenal the moment any one even
thinks of doing anything to interfere
with his real or imaginary rights. Now
Mr. Brown is cooling as gently as a
sucking dove in the sacred shades of Mr.
Martin’s cabinet. - Mr. Martin was
shrewd enough to see that the way to get
rid of Mr. Brown was to make Mr.
Brown answerable for his political sins,
and se he invited him into his cabinet,
and Mr. Brown, after the usual number
of protests, succumbed. It is the sad
story of how the only virtuous public
man in British Columbia, according to
himself, was seduced by the sweets of
office, Thus Mr. Martin is happy in the
possession of a cabinet that will stay
with him, if the electors give permission,
until any place you choose to think of
freezes over. His platform was a series
of blunders; his acts of administration
have been conspicuous for errors; his
legislation is a hodge-podge of mistakes;
but his cabinet—well, if he gets a lease
of power from the people, he can do just
exactly as he will, for all the resistance
that need be expected from his colleagues.
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NOTHING FOR THE FARMERS,

The present government hag nothing to
offer the farmers. In the twenty-two
planks in Mr, Martin’s platform there is
no mention of this very important class
of {he community. He does not seem to
recognize that there is anything vhich
he ean do to make the province better
fitted  to be the home of an industrious
firming: pepulation.. -Yet, perhaps, there
is hardly a question that is of greater im-
portance,  We send abroad thousands
upon thousands of dollars every year for
farm produce of one kind and anotber
that. eould be fjust as well produced at
home. . Ityis said by some that nothing
can be done for the farmers, but this is
the rankest political heresy. Much can
be done for them. Much has been done
for them elsewhere, ‘Whatever else may
be said about the administration of Mr.
Turner, it cannot be alleged that he did
not seek to promote British Columbia ag-
riculture, and he never lost eight of the
industry, nor permitted a session to pass
without doing something that seemed cal-
eulated to advance it. This same cry
that nething can really be deme for far-
mers and that all promises are merely
election cries'is not confined to this prov-
ince. It has been heard elsewhere.

But it has been established elsewhere
that very much can be dome for far-
mers. We may mention some of the
lines in which the governments of other
provinces have assisted agriculture. One
of them is in the establishment of co-
operative dairies. This bas been very
successful, The aid given is not very
large. It is really more in the nature of
an encouragement than anything else. In

petition nvith ours, for the reason ‘that| New Brunswick a grant of $200 is given

to'any company formed to earry on dairy-
ing, not an annual grant, ‘but simply a
cash bonus, The amount is not great,
but it has proved to be a valuable incen-
tive, and during the eight or nine years
that it has been in operation it has done
a great deal of good. It was the little
necessary stimulus that met the neces-
sities of the case. There are other direc-
tions in which much good can be done.
A very excellent thing for farming
communities is the introduction, from
time to time, of new seeds, especially of
the various grains. Grain grown for a
series of years on the same soil deterior-
ates, and frequent changes are found ad-
visable. The governments in several of
the provinces expend money in the pur-
chase of grain, which is sold at cost.
Nothing is lost to the treasury, and the
Farmers get a good deal of benefit from
the change.

In British Columbia explosives play an
important part in the clearing of mew

land, ‘These explosives are purchased by

the farmers directly from the manufac-
furers, but as they buy in small guan-
tities, they pay retail prices. It has
been pointed out that if the government
would purchase explosives and sell them
to the farmers at ‘cost and charges, the
saving to the latter would be very con-
siderable. . Here is a subject that is well
worth looking into.

In the matter of stock, the government
can give the farmers very considerable

There are localities where new
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*The government might very well
purchase, occasionally, a number of
young bulls aud sell them for what they
would bring in the farming districts. It
may be objeeted that this would have a
tendency to imterfere with the business
of breeders of improved stock, but, in
point of fact, it has net had this effect
where it has been tried, and if a little
good judgment were shown, it would not
have that effect bere. Indeed the stimu-
lus that would be given to the improve-
ment of stock by a little judicious as-
sistance of the kind mentioned would, in
a short time, have a most beneficial effeet
wpon local breeders, by creating a de-
mand for pedigreed amimals. Moreover,
%n British Columbia it would be possible
in may cases to purchase the needed
pure bred animals ii¥ the province from
the local breeders, and in this way send
out to remote sectigns what would be as
much new strains as if the animals were
imported from Omtario or Great Britain.

The government and the legislature can
do a great deal for the farmers simply
by taking a lively interest in that indus-
-Fry, and by creating thereby an interest
in it on the part of others. In British
C(?lumbia we have thought so much about
mining that we have dlmost lost sight
of the importance of farming, Yet it is
trl.xe that, whereas the operations of the
miner is take constantly from the wealth
of the ecountry, and must ultimately
exhaust it, the work of the farmer en-
dures for all time, and he is creating a
permanent source of prosperity. In time
the best mines become exhausted, but the
man ‘who clears up an acre of land for
the plough creates an asset that will be
of value forever. Hence we contend that
it is time the government of British Col-
umbia gave greater attention to agricul-
ture, and we find, in his omission to give
this great interest any attention what-
ever, one of the strongest proofs that
Mr, Martin is not alive to the real needs
of ‘the .province.

o B R e el

It is announced that sea-sickness can
be prevented by inhaling pure compressed
oxygen, and tubes containing it will soon
be placed upon the market. The oxygen
is said to be infallible in its effects.

For the information of people who may
have occasion to use Spanish names, it
may be mentioned that, like the Chinese,
the last name borne by a Spaniard is
often the least important. Suppose, for
example, you were introduced to Pedro
Diaz y Castilio, you would not be cor-
rect if you afterwards called him Mr,
Castilio. You should e¢all him Mr. Diaz.
Castilio is simply his mother’s name,
which he has.appended to that of his
father so as to avoid confusion with
other men who may be called Mr. Diaz.
And the same thing would be true of a
double name, even when the letter y is.
not used to connect it.

Naval experts all the world over—and
this includes those of the United States—
are agreed that the Spanish war has
thrown no light upon the conditions of
modern naval ‘warfare, and that it is
altogether too soon to econdemn the tor-

o do. =

After posing for some time as an in-
dependent, Mr.” W. W. B, McInnes has.
come out as a Martinite, although he per-
sists in denying. that he is. one. He re-
fused gt Parkville to say how he would
vote on a plain want-of-confidence motion
based upon Mr. Martin’s platform and
the record of his adm.in‘lstration, and now
he has gone to Comox to work in the in-
terests of Mr. McPhee, who has declared
himself & Martinite.

Gen. Nelson A. Miles, of the United
States army, is respousible for the state-
ment that “the grandest enterprise in
which mankind was ever engaged was
the preservation of the American union.”
This is apropos of Memorial Day. We
see no ob:'action to our neighbors cele-
brating. that day in the most energetic
way possible, but they are rather inclined
to bumptiousness in conneection with it,
as” this letter from the commander-in-
chief of their army shows. There have
been many events since the beginning of
historical times which. were worth quite
a high place in the estimation of man-
kind. = For example,-if it had not been
for the Crusades there would never
have been an English-speaking republic
in America or anywhere else to preserye.
Moreover, it is not absolutely certaim
that the world at large would not have
been just as well off if there were two
English-speaking republics im America,
instead of one.

‘We have good reason for thinking that
it has not yet been decided at Ottawa
when to bring on thé gemeral eleetions.
Word has gone out to the Liberal party
to. be ready, but we do not think any
final decision has been reached. The
government is ‘doubtless halting for
reasons other than those that are parti-
zan. The census must be taken mext .
year, and after the census will come re-
distribution of seats between the prov-
imees. If a plan ecould be devised for
announcing the population returns in
time for a redistributien hill to be passed
during the lifetime of the present parlia-
ment, it would be a good plan to adopt
it, and so do away with the need of a
dissolution of parliament within a short

time after the census. We do not know
that the government is comsidering this
matter, but think it might do so with
very great advantage. We believe Brit-
ish Columbia will be found to be entitled
to one or two more representatives
after the census, and would very much
like to have them.
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A—;say Office
At Da

Boardof Trade Strongly
mends the Establish
of One.

Seattle Reaping Benefi
to Lack of Governm
Enterprise.

At a meeting of the British
Board of Trade held yesterday
action was taken on a questioy
interest to Victoria and the Wi
ince—the urgent necessity of es
an assay office at Dawson.
minion government will be stron
to meet the wishes of the peop
Other matte
on the situation in the North
discussed. There were presey
dent W. A, Ward, in the ¢
Messrs, L. G. McQuade, Lind
Simor " Leiser, D. R. Ker,"J.
cross, Capt. Cox, A. G. McCay
Secretary Elworthy.

The mining committee, to
been submitted certain resoluti
by the Vancouver Board of
gard to the collection of the
the Yukon district, submitted
recommending_(_:lmnges in’ the
1aws of a rather drastic cha

 was suggested that a miner

prohibited, by the imposition {
penalty, from disposing of h
any manner except through
ment assay office.

Qapt. Cox thought this a mos
proposal. ‘The miner who w
paid for his license, conforme
laws of the country, ought to
ted to do with his gold exs
wished. The resolutions of the
Board of Trade were as follo

1. That the 10 per cent. royg
sent levied by the government
of the Yukon is distasteful to
and unsatisfactory In its ope
does not produce the revenue
ernment which is due on the o

2. That the present mode ¢
induces deceit on the part of
and  incidentally causes pes
committed in respect to the re
to.

3. That in consequence a larg
gold is taken out of the count
priving Canada of business
be done here if the gold we

. in Dawson and paid for in D

rency.

4. That it is eminently desi
much as possible of the busin
rived from the mining indus
conserved to the people of Ci
fair revenue be secured by thd
in a manner alike agreeable t
and the government.

5. That in order to best
desirable results it is respect
ted that the present tax of
be abolished, and in lieu the
assay office be opened in Daw
all gold produced there shall
Dominion currency. A charg
ceeding 5 per cent. being ma
and all taxes upon said gold.

_ 8. That notice be given f
must be assayed in the goveq
office and duty paid there, 2
person found attempting to ¢
without a proper certificate

say office stating the correct

" wvalue of gold so being taken o

shall be seized and forfeited
found in possession of the sa
thereof, or such other penalt
deemed desirable by the gove!

Mr. Ker thought it was m

" that the government should

tablish a government assay o
son, where the full market
be paid for gold, the same"
Seattle. The Canadian gov
now being robbed of much d
fees: and if the office we
and the royalty reduced to)
the governmenf would collec
that was coming. There
incentive for the miners to
1y and smuggle the gold out
try. He further suggested
‘should be paid for by dra
bank in Canada. If this
adopted there would be a
for the miners to come to
their checks and spend at
As th
the miners go to Seattle
‘their gold, much to the detr
adian Coast cities, which
mately reap the major po
‘velopment of the Canadian|

Capt. Cox pointed out th
drafts were issued on Can
‘there was nothing to preve
«<ashed in Seattle.

Mr. MecQandless agreed




