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The Maiden’s Choice

O, THE LATRD OF BIRKENCLEUCH

A Tale of the Covenanters. |

Helen Cringan was too gentle, 100 right-
minded, and too truly in love to follow this
course. She went straight up to Richard as
hie stood immovable on the path, and, smiling
sweetly and putting her hand ﬂm.ll\ on his |
arm, said

‘You are angry, Richard, and have seem-
ing cause Mr it but I amnot to blume,
have been in Cantain Allan’s compa
a few minutes.  \We met aceident

wy back, and entered into co
As [did not pause, he, much to iy annoyance,
dismonnted from his horse. and®walked by |
my side till I requested him to e no fur
ther.  You do not doubt the trutl

ard? You do not belic
z you a falschood ?'
1in her lovely rendered
tenfold more lovely by her anxious frankness
und earncst animation—and in a moment or

o the awtul look' passed away as, with a
lea), a great light of gladness came into |n
eyes, ln~lmr )nwm"wu one mighty
and, with along sigh of immense re g
folded her in his arms, and ]».Iw~|l)l|.‘llt’|\
kissed her blushing lips.

“Thank God,the frightful fear was ground-
less,” he murmured. “Oh, Helen, Helen, my
heart turned to stone when I saw u!nluiu i
Ailan walking by your side, and hell itself
opened in my soul. But it is gone, and
heaven has come in its room.

Thus the cloud, so sudden and so threaten-
ing, passed from between them, and the
lovers went on their way rejoicing.

But, alas! into this Eden likewise had the
serpent glided, and his slimy trail was soon
to pass with poisonous ¢f ffect between their
loving hearts.

CHAPTER XVL——A CONFERENCE BETWEEN CHAR-
LIE ALLAN AND JABEZ CRING THE MISER
VISITS BRANKSWOOD—A DAUGHTER
CEIVED.

Charlie Allan had now been for two years
the possessor of Birkencleuch. He
yrospered in his evil wayg and succeeded in
his sin.  His trinmph over Walter Ellot had |
been of a very tangible character, though he
had not succceded to the utmost of his wish
and purpose. He had confidently calculated
on Walter being executed, and thereafter his
design was to obtain possession of Marion—
a rezult which he deemed would not be very
difficult, since by Walter's death she would

fuce

be left helpless and destitufe, unable, and no | g

longer, perchance, willing to resist him,
The unlooked-for pardon and banishment of
the Laird of Birkencleuch overturned this
part of his plan, and frustrated the latter hope
entirely. By the officious meddling of Sir
Gilbert Barton, Walter escaped the gallows,
and he and Marion going into exile, Allan
had to give up all expectation of rculhln;~ his
vindictive purpose concerning her.

This mub him very savage for a time, but
inasmuch as his ])thlOIl for Marion had been |
of the very lowest order, the place she had
occupied in his thmlghh and feelings soun |
sresented little or no trace of her image, and |
he came to think contentedly of the tiiumph
and success he had gained. Marion was lost,
but the estate was his, and in possessing it
he had the means of all the enjoyment of
which his debased nature was capable,

In his visitsito Sir Gilbert Barton at Branks-
wood, previous to pursuing his designs
against Walter, Charlie hud been favourably |
impressed with the appearance and behaviour
of Helen Cringan, who, from the position she
occupied in the household, often came into

with the B t's guests. ler

e in the family from a very young

girl, the maternal care which had been be-
stowed on her by Lady Barton, and things of
a like_nature, made her regarded as not a
menial in the houschold, and gave to herself
familiar, though quict and modest begring,
which brought her somewhat prominently
under the observation of those who visited

he mansion.

Thus it was that Charlie
tunity of noticing her, and having noticed h
fancied her, and often during the past two
years she had been in his thoughts, wi
ihe wish to see her took possession of hin.
He counted it, therefore, a piece of good
fortune to meet hux' on the upland, .uul the
sight of hersettled in him the resolution to
obtain her for lns wife

Charlie was not insensible to the great dif
ference in their station, and knew well
enough that he had it in his power to form
an allinnce with one of the leading familics
in the district, but selfish gratification was
the mainspring of all Charlie’s doings, and
whatever he sct his heart on that b would
take every means to sccomplish. He was
bent on muking her his wife, and any diffi-
culty that lay m the way only made his reso-
lutiton he stronger, and indiced him to tuke
all possible means 'to gain his object.

A few minutes” hard riding brought him
to the front of Jubez Cringan's -I|Iqmlu-~l
dwelling, and, fastening lus horse’s bridle
to n sapling by the roadside, he traversed at
a quick pace the grass:grown path which in-
tersceted the little garden, and passed in at
the open door withe st knocking,  His foot
step sounding in the passage hud given war
ning to the inmate thut some one was enter
ing, and, on stepping into the apartment,
AN canght sight of Cringan closing down
with nervous haste the lid of an iron box
whicli. stood on the floor and before which
llu nm‘ man was on his Knees.

oll, Cringan,’ observed Allan, *have you
I;un Im-\ counting the money in your strong
box? Nuy man, dun tlovk scured. [ ha
n..r come to rob yon

*Itis very little money I have,
Jabez ned to answer. ‘\rn\
deed. [ am poor—miscrably poor.”

¢ Ah, indced ; you are richer thun you care
for people to Lnuw and also nchur than you |
yourself know. Do you take me?'

“No—no. Indeed you are mistaken, C up- |
tain. 1 am not rich; no, no —poor, poor.

* Stuff! Look you here, Cringan! Ev
man has his whim, his passion, and yours is |
a thirst for gold. You obtain your pleasure ’
in the possession of that. I obtain mine in
the possession of something else. So we
clash, uud I rather think we can help each |
other. I will give you gold—gold in abun-
dance—if you help me successfully in the‘
object I have in view.

“@Gold—in abundance—did you say abun- |
dance, (,npmm # asked Cringan with trembl- |
ing eager

“In abund .mcu repeated Allan.

«And what am T to do - get information ;
about the Covenanters again ?'

“No. Something easier and more prom
?ﬂv than that. Look you here. Ilove wur
aughter Helen, and want her for my wife.’
These words made Jabez Cringan actually |
gasp for breath, and for some mome its he |
unlllldu nnnnn,_v but stare at the speaker |
with his great hollow cyes, struggling as it
were to comprehend the meaning of what he |
had said, and then, when he had caught a
glimpse of it; h(‘mg overwhelmed by its

amazing import.
TO BE CONTINUED,

Allan had oppor-

Captain,’
Inlh.n mn-

WIHERE I8 THAT INSURANCE MAN 7—

A few days ago an agent of an nceident
ingurance company entered a hnmklnu‘
car on & western railroad train, and s
proaching an exceedingly gruff old unm
arked lnm if lw did not want to * lak(-

e was told to get

and passed on. Afllr
riding about half an bour an accident oc-
cured to the trum and the smoking car
ran over the sl ', causing much con-
sternation among (\u‘ PaBsengers. The |
old man jnmped up, and seizing a hook
at the side df the car to ﬁh-nd) himself,
cdlled out. “Where is that insurance
man?’ The question caused a roar of |

r among the passengers, who for

| committee

'4i A NEW RAILWAY PROJECT,—A meet-
ng

was recently held at Meaford, in the
(uunty of Grey, to promoto the cnnstruc-
tion of & wooden railway to connect that
village with Collingwood. The meeting |
is described as large, influential and en-
thusiastic in favor of the wooden railway. |
| The meeting passed resolutions recom-
mending the construction of the railw:
and recommending, too, that the townshij
of St. Vincent, in which Meaford is Bitu- |
ated, should, x( necessary, give $30,000 |
towards the enterprise. The statement
was made that the road from Meaford to |
Collingwood could be built without the |
stations for $40,000. Assurances were |
given that Mr. Cumberland, of the Nor- ‘
thern Railway, would agree to put on the |
rolling stock and keep it in repair, ir the
townships interested would build it. A
was appointed to act in eon-
cert with, the committees mprcwulin;_’i
the townships of Euphrasia and Colling- |
wood to forward the interests of the pro
posed wooden railway. It is claimed |
that these wooden railways can be built
very cheap—in some localities as ('hv:m‘
a8 $1,000 per wije—and that a speed oil
15 or 20 miles can be attained upon them.
The consequence of the strike of last |
summer in Chieago have been such as to

| reduce many families to poverty, owing |

to the stagnation of busincss
the turn-out. It is said the
25,000 uncmployed men in t
that 19,000 of them are

caused by
there are
city, and
recipicnts of

chariety.

MARRIAGES.

NHAUGH At Guelph,
t ¢ Rev. John Hogy,
hlx we  Mereer, to Miss  Fidelia |
cldest dabghter of the e George
lvllnhlunhm h, , all of Guelph
HEFFERNAN
inst., My
Miss Joa

KuLienen
Patri 'k il
anna Kellehe

At Guelph, on the 18th
ernan, of Eramosa, to
Guelph Township,

Trorr —In Guelph, on Monday,
Harriet 8., the wife of Mr.
[The funeral will take place from the residence
of her husband, Woolwich strect, on Wedn
next, at 3 pm.  Friends and acquaintances are
invited to attend without further notice |

the
James A

24th inst.,
Thorp.

COMMERCIAL. l

The Guelph Markets.

MERCURY OFFICE, GUELPIL |
February "1 1868. §

Flour, ¥ 100 1bs seses

Fall Wheat, W bush

Spring Wheat ¥ bush .

Ouats ¥ bush

Peas do

Barley do

Hay # ton

Stray

Shingles, ¥ square

Wood, ¥ cord

Wool

Eggs, ¥ dozen

Butter, firkin, ¥ b
el

s ench

| Chickens, W pair

Ducks,  do
Potatoes
Apples, B barrel
l,m..h. B
Beef
Beef, ¥ b

k

ambsking
Hl-ln

‘ Money Market.
Jackson's Excuaxor Oprick. ) |
Guelph, February 24, 1868, | |

Gold, 142} [

Greenbacks bo't at 693 to 70; Sold at70 to 70} 1

Silver Lought at 4} to 5 dis, 5

Upper C: to 6or. |

Commercial Bank Bills bought at 95¢ to 98¢

rate in silver,

full

MoN'l‘llluAl, MARKETS.
Kirkwood, Livingstone & Co's. report by Special
Aegraph to ‘Evening Mercury.’)

MONTREAL
£7 60 to nperfine
Wnlmnllnnul G0, Bag Ihrm
.33 Outs 46 ¢ )&mln) I h,
Lutter 41xvr\ 15 store packed
Ashes — Pots 85 35 to §5 40, x«n;~,.

February "!~-\

e amd Grain no transact sales
Provisions.

k
e deniand ; Butter fair

Flon Receipts, 160 brl
@ %7 10 Fall Wheat
@ %1 62,

Puas

Oats

Oat
- Pork— g 00
to 30 50

CUELPH LU}JBER MARKET.

(Corrected by Messrs Gowdy
.um ston Lunber Yard.)

Clear 14 and 2 inch Plank from 20 (
1 ineh Boards It W
Lt ring " )5 00 " 00
Comnnon 1§ and 14 in. 1 ) 00
"1 in, board k " it
Seantling all sizesup ) " o

& Stowart, of

Shingles No 1 Sawn
1Cut .
2 Cut and ‘wuu
Laths
Water Line per in el
Plaster (Calcine) ™
iuelph, Jan,

UPHO L‘.STER\

. CHAS, FIRESTINE

Quebec-st,, near Howardand Jones,
§ prepared to exceutc orders for all kinds of Up.
holstering in a neat and expeditious manner,

SO¥AS, 1LOUNE ES,

Chairs, &c.,

1908

re-stuffed, Church Ses trimmed, |

Picture Hanging, &c., on short notice, and at

moderate rates. ’
¥F Remember the place - Quebee-st, Guelph

Guelph, 16th Feb, 1565,

s re

|
Im

Medical Dlspensarw

|
|
1

| JUST RECEIVED |

A fresh supply of that best

COAL

Perfectly eolorless and |

'FREE FROM SMELL

Only 15 ets. per Gallon.

|

OI L

| RECEIPTS,

LETTER PRESS PRINTI

LAMP GLASSES and WICKS

Alwiys on hand

. I-I.A.RVEY

Chemist agd Druggist,
 the Engilsh Clurch, Wyndham-st, |
@uelph, Ontario,

O it

L AL

The Newest Styles of Type “uie: ...

| PROGRAMMES,

MERCURY PRINTING HOUSE! ITMPORTANT INOT

MACDONNELL STREET, CUELPH. GREAT

REDUCTION §

IN PRICE
of the

nuined to place their several grades
vetually shud out all Swiss coun—
sin the lu nmuinion n! G

¥ CHEAP, NEAT AND TASTY <= AMER'CN ATCH

L)
r MHE Aerican Wateh Company of Wait)
‘ . l of Watehes at prices witl u the i
terfei cided
The uett l.old valucof A el
@ uiva irges on their Watches i Sallo i) 18 pily $o'th6 poapla of thuDoudbiion the

‘Cheapest Watches in the World.

o Wati les are of all
Lab i price
aud servieeabt

moderate

e thid Lumheeni e

rpose. . Our léading Watcl

vades, fromtiie finest G d to any climate from the
to the Cheap

\lu hianie and Farmer, apd

'ud- suf Ex lra chv) Cased
« |»|ru ular attention in Canada, as no-
18 ¢ rl‘l(-()lll Casesfor Ladics

Ik Wateh ma

FOR THE CHEAPEST AND BEST

Watchoes ‘or ltailvay En
things ean equal e
and Privatetentle t mediun prices, will alBo b

B\OOK and JO P\ int ln | We are frequently a hy we don't advertise pric. "
| D) g i v o Watclgs are 1t by most respectable houscs, the pub being served at
afuir wilvalce oil Lie turer's List. _ Our trade marks are AMERICAN Watcir Co., APPLETON
AL 00, WAL MOTATO D0 b IRFEb o W Kr s, Hone WA b0 ANttt
| i all ¢ rtificate (¢ \u,.| the Home Co (his wa the seller.  The pur-
hase pire the guarantee, as there are Swiss con n:e places,

ROBBINS & APPLETON, v l
ROBERT WILKES, Toronto i §

D. SAVAGE, Agent, Guelph.

55—

Commercial Umon Assurance Co’y.

1N

supply the trade

Co to the Mercury Printing House, Macdonnell-st.
General Agents,

C

T fitting up their extensive prowises o Macdonnell-st
), with EVERY MODERN IMPROVE
of the largest Printing Houses in the Dominion,

AVE spared ne
(East of the (
ful carrying «

r‘b/ \TEMENT COMPLIA \’/

Viet., Corp. &

.l‘ T OF
etion 11.

PARLIAMENT,

cquisite to the success

r ~u|;‘..1.u‘<1.‘u|. ( iy
The number of share sued
C .nuo the amount of £5
reccived
\J The LlAlHI ITIES of the

BUR 168 DERART NN W

On Estimted Liabilitic-,
We have

Led into 50,000 shares of £20 each

» have | , under which the

st of  £250,000 have heen

mpany on the | y of Juiy, 1967, were

Duty, Fire, Life, and Mazine . 780,000 0s 0d

i that day wer

The ASSETS-of th: o
Government iti

upplicd w.th the most ELEGA |
| Bills (Drafts not matured), ...

| Cash at bankers and cff

| Stamps in hand..

On deposit at ban!

Lancashire nnd \un\ e Debentirgs
Delhi Railway Stock s
Ceylon Com| Debentnres. i uveenns. s
Great Southern of Dulia Ruilway Shares,
Canada 5 per cent. Stoek (hiseribed)

AND THE LATEST ANR MOST

IMPROVED JOB PRESSES

E nd-lm,, ug to turn ont specimien of work justly col
EW PRESSES we bave Machines from all the

Freehold U|||. es in Co
Due from uts
Loans on

rnhill

FIRE BRANCH.
Amotnt of Losses diuc and unpwid
. do do on suspense
mwidered models of Typographical Beauty, Ty | THymont resisted.. ..
clchruted nakers, suchas Amount of Preminms
Farned during tho Year..
Unearned. s

Hoe's Ra.ilway Cylinder Press. | I. Jamks Rose, of the City of Montreal, merchant, onc of the General Agents for Cana
Hoe's Hand Press. e L o s ek e
Gordon’s celebrated Segment Job Press, and | at the City of Montreal, this $0th day of Januar

Gordon’s Card and Bill Head Press, | et .

& Agents for Guelph, McLAGAN & INNES.

Guelph, Feb, 12th, 1868, -

a of the
best of my knowledge aud Le-

JAMES ROSE.

Sworn before me, 1568,
J.

f Treddle Presses.  Tuaddition to the
Machines, we have a very large
ment of

the NE PLUS UVLTHA ¢
ud Printing
omplete as

BOOK & JOB TYPE

Comprising cvery known Style, Size and Variely, |
|

and acknowledzed to he

A novelty, 2
viduable and highly

AlOVe | S—— —

PLASTER PLASTER

\ FULL SUPPLY OF

el the United States such new

suei: GROUND PLASTER

From the Finest and most Delicate Card to the
Attractive and Mammoth Poster-

es from Paris, YorkPand

And while sleighi comd, fariner ould et iplics. By advie
aged, and that the demand

Caledonia, w can be pre S
the supply, W

O O

stead of 500,

MORE PROMPTLY,

AT CHEAPER RATES!

¢ Ly any othor estab
ence, and having a

NEATLY, AND

and we wonld therefore

A small lot of very fine Clover Seed on hand

uent in the Co
1 Knowle

unty.  Being practical Printers
e of th

of lengthened
wants of the community

JAS. MASSIE & CO.

suelph, 17th January 1868 daw t

The very Best of Workmen ! ———

GREAT CLEARINGSALE

ART Y

JAND USIVG THE BEST OF MATERIAL,

We are ina position to turn out work in

'THE HIGHEST STYLE OF THE

The Great Clearing Sale of

DRY GOOIOSI

We car Supply on the Shortést Notice : ‘ IS STILL GOING ON AT

WM. STEWART’S,

Guelph®11th Decewder, 1867,

And at such Prices as set competition completely at defiance.

BUSINESS CARDS,
BLANK AND TAG CARDS,
NOTE AND LETTER HEADINGS,
CIRCULARS and BILL ILEADS,
BRIEFS,
CATALOGUES,
BILLS OF FARE,
POSTERS,
IIAND BILLS,

LABELS.
BY-LAWS,
CHARTERS,
CERTIFICATES,
CONSTITUTIONS,

BALL TICKETS,
PAMPH S,

LAW BLANKS,

ND ALL RINDS AND STYLES OF

Gold & Silver Plating Fuzersls.

ING ! A. HOWIE & CO.

‘ Royal Hotel Buildings, James-st.,

I—I.A.MII-TON.

—

TATHAN TOVELL las to
hie is prepared to attend fune
JoMuealways on hand. Hearse to hire.
His Steam Planing Mill is in constant operation.
Ad1 Kinds of Fumber, sushes, doors, blinds, ot
He solicits a shiare of publicpatronage.
NATHAN TOVELL,
| Also, Door Plates § Cm'rlagci 27t Aug, 1807 Nelson Creacent
; Trimmings T S
ription done to order with neatnes GEORCE PALMER

ARRISTER and Attorney-at-J.aw,Soliod
tor 1n Changery, Notary Public snd Con-
\eyancer. Oficn, No. 2, Duy's Bloak. Juelph-

mate tha
2 a8 ustal

ORDERS BY MAIL.

@“ tches, Chains RlugiPencllC
[ .!Vn lﬂ:l“d’ all kinds of Jewelr i
—== Plated in Gold.

I‘- 1 Bet ls, Lnka Baskets, Knives, Forks,
, Plated at reasonable rates.

Spoons,
Orders from any part of the country \\.11 receive prompt attention,

and as soon as executed will be |
forwarded by the earliest possible conveya

Orders Solicited, and Satisfaction Guaranteed.
| of ever;
and de

MOLAGAN a INNES Orders from a distance pxgwlunuy attended to. l

ngs, Macdonnell-st., Gueph. | Hamilton, November 23186 Smdw

h, 215t Febyuary, 1868, Mercury Builg




