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RECRUITING TOUR.

Mr. W.W.Blackall Relates His Experiences

My Dear Sir:—

I have recently returned ' from:' a
s\)mewhat lengthy tour on the dual
work of inspecting schools and hold-
ing patriotic meetings with a view of
leading people to a more intelligent
interest in the Great War and of stim-
ulating recruiting. As an account of
the .tour will be pleasing to the resi-
dents of the ‘parts of the country visit-
ed by my party and probably to
others, I ask you to be good énough
to publish the following particulars:

The parts visited by us were the
districts of Bay of Iglagndg, Bonne
Bay, White Bay, and parts of Notre
Dame Bay. We held altogether some
twenty-four meetings and received
the names of some sixty volunteers
who undertook to proceed directly to
St. John's. It is very likely, however,
that othgrs subsequetly came- forward
and will continue to come forward as
the result of the visit of the party.

On W:dnesday, September 27th, I
joined the -express at. Millertown
Junction and found aboard Pte. Brad-
bury and Royal Naval sReservist
Deering who were to form my party.
Pte. Bradbury had served with gal-
lantry and distinction throughout the
Gallipoli campaign and R.N.R. Deer-
ing was one of those brave fellows
who for over two years had watched
and endured on the stormy and peril-
ous waters of the North Sea.

CURLING:—Timed to reach Curl-
ing at 2.35 p.m., we were not a little
inconvenienced by failing to reach

there until 7 p.m., as all arrangements !
had been made for our first meeting
at 8 o’clock at that place. As the train ]
drew up to the platform, guns were |
fired and rousing cheers given by the
crowd that had assembled to wel-
come herges Deering and Bradbury. |
Magistrate March, Chairman of the |
Patriotic Committee of - Curling, -and
the Committee itself were - at the
station in full force and had all pre-
parations well made for our work
and our entertainment. The Very Rev.
Dean O’Rorke had gladly put St. Pat-
rick’s Hall at the disposal of the Com-
mittee for the purpose of the meet-
ing and three members of the Com-
mittee had kindly ufdertaken to ex-
tend in turn the hospitality of their
homes to the party—Magistrate
March (Chairman), Dr. Fitzgerald
(Hon. Sec.) and Mr. Ruel (Manager
of the Curling Branch of the Bank of
Montreal), while Mr. Simeon Wheeler
and Mr. J. Parsons also on this occa-
sion and at a later one eagerly and
generously opened their homes to our
hero-lads. Our first hosts were to be
Mr. and Mrs. Ruel, and so immedi-
ately after our arrival we hurried in
Mr. Court-Sweet’s motor-boat to their
picturesque and hospitable home at
Point Pleasant. Those who have had
experience of motor- boats know well
that not seldom they refuse to go
when the driver is in a hurry. It was
pgst seven, the meeting was arranged
for 8 o'clock,. we were all therefor€
in a dreadful hurry and therefore (?)
the engine—quite contrary to its cus-
tom, Mr. Sweet assured us—went in
spurts only. The consequence was
that we were somewhat delayed and

did not reach the hall until 8.30.,

But gvll's well that ends well. The

whole Committee was on the alert
and gave the heroes a right royal
welcome, the hall was packed to the
doog:s and the crowd, beidg in good
humor, instantly forgave us for being
late, so that all went as happily as
the proverbial wedding bell. Magis-
tfrate March presided and around him
on the platform were the Very Rev.
Dean O'Rorke, Rev. Henry Petley,
Rev. W. J. Morris, Capt Hillier (S.A.)
Dr, Fisher (Hon. Sec.), Mr. Ruel, Mr.
Anguin, Mr. McEvoy z:nd many others
of the Committee. Happily’ two her-
oes, from the Bay who chanced to be
at home on furlough were able to be
present and swell oar party—Royal
Naval Reservists Parks and Stickling.
With rapt attention the large assem-
bly listened to the thrilling stories
told by R.N.R. Deering, Pte. Bradbury
and ‘R.N.R. Stickling. The Rev. Hen-
ry Petley moved, the Very Rev. Dean
O’Rorke secoaded, Messrs. Anguin,
McEvoy and others ‘supported, and
the meeting passed with acclamation
a vote of thanks to the heroes. No
volunteers came forward at the end
of the meeting. This was, of course,
a disappointment for there were
eligible men present, but it must in
fairness be said of Curling that the
town had already done well. There
are nevertheless others who can, go
if they will and Curling cannot feel
that it has fully done its part until
at least four per cent. of the popula-
tion has got into the King’'s uniform.
After the meeting and at the earnest
invitation - of thé Dean our party be-
took themselves to his home where a
very pleasant half hour was spent.
Thence we returned to Point Pleasant
where until the following evening Mr.
and Mrs. Ruel and family did all that
was possible to make our stay at Curl-
ing a happy cne.

HUMBERMOUTH:—On the follow-
ing morning, Sept. 28th, Magistraie
March and myself went over to Sum-
merside -to finalize arrangements-for
our proposed meeting there on the
29th, and ih the evening Ferryman
Mr. Davis kindly took the party with
several members of the Bay of Is-
lands Patriotic Committee to Hum-
bermouth and later on brought us
back to Curling. On arrival at Hum-
bermouth we found Mr. Henry Nor-
man; Mr. Meaney, Mr. Norman Fish-
er and others ready to welcome us.
They conducted us to the hall which
the ladies of the place had artistically
decorated for the occasion, and where
we found a goodly number of people
waiting in readiness to cheer the
heroes . Here our party was enlarged
by the addition of Pte. Brake of Hum-
bermouth who had recently been in-
valided home after serving on the
Gallipoli Peninsula and in France,
and Pte. Young, of Curling, who was
home on leave for a few days before
going to the Front to do his bit. Un-
fortunately a goodly number of the

were unavoidably absent from
agme on the railway engaged in some
emergency worlS. Magistrate March
presided and the programme of - the
preceding evening was rebeated. The

people listewd eagerly and enthusias-

#§ tically. There were few if any eligi-

ble men present and consequently no
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CERTAIN-TEED ROOFING
Is Guaranteed 15 Years.

Qur Prices are the l.owest in the Country.
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State that the men of Hunibermohth

the first of our Regiment to give 'h
Hb in defence of home and countr
was young McQuirtier of Humber-
mouth. After the meeting the la.d!ps
kindly invited the heroes to a repast
to which full justice was done. Every-
where it was found that people sought
opportunities of showing kindnesgs to
our brave lads. At about 11 we’' re-
turned to Curling and went to t 1Hé pa-
latial home of the Magistrate of Bay
of Islands—a veritable Cincinnatus,
where until the following evening he
and his family devotad themselves to
our comifort.. .
SUMMERSIDE:—T h e following
morning, Sept. 29th, was spent in put-
ting my little auxiliary yacht in order

1 for the purpose of taking the party

around the two Western Bays already
named. In the evening accompanied
by Dr. Fisher we proceeded across the
Bay to Summerside. Herd the school-
room was decorated
Messrs. Wheeler, ~O’'Bridn; Pettipas
and Loder had atrrangefl everything
well; Mr. O'Brien presided at the
meeting and the several-speakers were
heard with manifest interest. No
men, however, volunfjeered at the
meeting. We understand that no son
of Summerside has yet gone forward
to help to keep the old flag flying, so
that it is hoped thatvere long one or
two will come along. We think they
will. After the meeting the ladies of
Summerside in their desire - to give
the heroes a pat om *he back invited
them to supper at the house of Mr.
Loder where a very pleasant half!
hour was spent. On our return to
Curling Pte. Bra@lbury and myself
were taken by Dr. Fisher to his re-
cently built and beautiful bungalow
home, while Messrs. Parsons and
Wheeler vied with one another as to
who could “collar” the greatest num-
ber of our party. g

Saturday, the 30th, was a busy
morning. We had finished the work |
of the Inner Bay; and were to set out:
for the Outer Bay and Bonne Bay. We |
provisioned the 1little ship that was to
be our Lome and transport for the
next two or three weeks, and in the
afternoon set off amid cheers and guns
to hold a meeting that night at Mea-
dows on our way outward. And just
here I would like to thank very cor- |
dially the Patriotic Committee of Ba)"
of Islands for the splendid way in
which they had made arrangements
for our tour of the Bay and the®people
of Curling for their lavish hespitality.

MEADOWS:—At about gour in the
afternoon we reached Meadows in the
Pedanaut—for that -is the name of my
little craft. Here all the children of
the picturesque little village were as-
sembled on the suhstantial wharf of
Mr. B Bmke with flags, as well as
men \n\h gun% and ladies with choco-
lates. Mr. Brake’s little boy Frank
was the beater of packets of cigar-
ettes and the soldiers and sailors far-
ed well. Thg organizing Committee—
a sub-committee of the Bay of Islands
Committee—consisted of Messrs A. E.
Brake, Cornelius Brake, James Brake,
Jerry Brake, Arthur Brake and ‘John
W. Brake. One :kg}xt be tempted to
name the place Braketown. Homes
were already arranged for the mem-
bers of our party—now four in num-
ber, Royal Naval Reservists Deering
and Stickling, Pte. Bradbury and my-
self. I had had the misfortune on the
previous evening to bend one of the
blades of the propeller of the Peda-
naut. Messrs. Fred and Will Brake
undertook to put that right for me
between tldes—t‘or which I thank
‘them.

After tea we proceeded to the school
room. On the way we witnessed an
unusually beautiful display of the
Northern Lights. On arrival at the
place of meefing we found it gaily
decorated and' well packed with the
residents of the immediate neighbor-
hood, some people travelling as much
as four miles if order to cheer ™ the
soldiers and attend the meeting. Mr:
worker—opre-
The meeting passed off well,
but, alas! we gleaned no immediate
volunteers. As I wrote of Summer-
side; so must I  write of Meadows.
Not'a son, I understand, has gone to
the fight for right yet, but I am hope-
ful tha;, while them is yet time some
mother of this - lovaly and prosperous
' spot may yet learn the joy of having
a lad numbered amongst the brave
and gallant ‘who hve gone to slay
the dragon that threéatens to devour
the worid.

(To be Conl&inued.)

Two Men Blown
‘to Atoms.

Waggen Load of Nitro-Glycerine Ex-
ploded. :

Sapulpa, Okla., Dec. 29.—Explosion

of a waggon-load of Iitro-glycerine

bound for the Oil Fields, shook the

sided.

probably
| were, blown to atoms; 88 no trace of
their bodies has been found. The ex-
plosion occurred five m_ﬂes west of
{(elter. ten miles from rhere. Heavy
damage to plate glass windows was
dono in Sapnlpa

volunteers, but T must not omit . to]

had already done well and that amongy

nd - packed. |
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Casual—t; List.

The Following List of Casualties Re-
ceived Jannary 3rd, 1917,

1523—Private Henry H. Baldwin,
Potich Cove.
tober 12th.

2400 — Lance-Corperal Charles C.
Butt, Head Pleasant Street. Wands-
worth, pyrexia.
3 J. R. BENNETT,

Colonial Secretary.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

The Follewing Additional Informa-
tion Respecting Casualties Already
Reported Has Been Received to-day,
January 3, 1917,

2nd Lieut. Cyril C. Duley, Rennie's
Mill'Road. 2nd Red Cross Hospital,
Rouen, wounds multiple. At Wands-
worth. o

1714—=Private Samuel R. Edney, 15
William Street, Wounded October 12.
Wounded and missing, Oct. 12.

2296—Private Frank Columbus, St.
George’s, wounded Nov. 21. With
unit.

2584—Private Patrick Gillespie, For-
tune Harbor, Wounded Nov. 21. With
unit.

2589—Private Tgnatius Penton, Joe

unit.
J. R. BENNETT,
Colonial Secretary.

Birds in War.

A sailor rocemly%tated that sea-
gulls are very useful for betraying the
whereabouts of a -submarine. When
the birds discern a periscope they
rise in a flock from  the water’s sur-
face, and circle round it uttering
shrill cries. This performance at-
tracts the attention of the crews of
approaching vessels, and oftimes re-
sults in the submarine being discover-
ed.

Whilst seagulM are unconsciously
aiding sailors, parrots are carrying
out equally useful work for soldiers.
It has been discovered _that parrots
have an extraordinary faculty for,K an-
ticipating the approach of aircraft.
Jefore an aeroplane has come with-
in range of the human eye, the feath-
ered alarum becomes violently agi-
tated and shrieks incessantly.

In France wild birds often provide
artillery observers with clues as to
the whereabouts of hidden “ batteries.
Birds rise in flocks from trees in the
vicinity of which guns are being fired,
and when there is a lull in the ac-
tivities of the concealed artillery
many of them return to their former
perches. A trained observer can
quickly tell, from the erratic move-
ments of flocks of birds, the approxi-
mgate locality of gun batteries hidden
from his view.—Tit-Bits.

Excel With 0ld Weapons

If all 9f the guns of modern war-
fare could be discarded and hostile
nations left to fight wit(h cold steel
as they used to in }he past ages, it is
doubtful if there is any army on earth
which could stand the assaults of
Russian soldiers.

The reason why Russians would ex-
cel at warfare of this kind is that they
all inherit the skill with the sword,
the battle-axe, the spear, and the Knife,
that has been -handed down through
many generations of ancestors who
were adept with these weapons. This
explains why a  Russian bayonet
charge is still a thihg te be dreaded,
and why the Cossacks are able to
work such havoc with their sabres.

If Russia should ever reach the
point of exhaustion and her enemies
force their way into the heart of the
empire, it is probable that the last
desperate stand of the Russian forces
would be made with the aid of wea-
pons which have long gome out -of
general use. Of these old weapons
Russia  has an almest unlimited
quantity. = Almost  every household
boasts of several which have been
handed down as heirlooms, and in the
government museums and some of the
g_rsen_ale there are quantities more.

Black satin slippers with ornaments.

used for half murning wear, '
Dark school dresses may be prettily

color. .

MAM LINIMENT CURES DIPH- |
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Reported wounded, Oc_j i

Our Stock of Books is About Complete. We Can Meet Requlrements for
OFFICE, HOME and SCHOOL.

Journals and Ledgers

Demy and Foolscap up to 1000 pages; Cash, Counter, Club, Colu\m,
Pocket, Note, Scrap, Reporters’ and other Books.

Premier and Albany Letter Files, Apron ‘and Shannon Hanging Files.

Documentary and Manifold Paper, and a large assortment of Fancy Note-
paper.

Pens, Ink, Rulers, Pencils, Rubbers, Art Gum.

Pen Holders, Blotting Paper, White and Colored; Letter Pads.

AYRE & SONS, LTD.
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Batt’s Arms, Wounded Nov. 19. With}:

of rhinestone or cnt steel or jet are |

brightened up by collars, cpffs and ||
belts of red, royal blue, green or gold ;.

This week we

are offering exceptionally fine \'qluc in
Stiff Bosomed White Shirts,

75c., $1.00, 1.20 & 1.60 each,

We can highly recommend their wearing and good
iitting qualities, for thL\ are BRITISH MADE SHIRTS.

RODGER.

. PHONE 484.

New American Goods.

Received by last Florizel and i)laced 0 n'o;ur 3argain Tables for
This Week's dpecials.
Every line a Genuine Money-Saving proposition, as the price will show.
pairs Ladies' Fleece Lined Hose,

36 Heavily fleeced, good winter weights. 356- [)ail'.
312 Congoleum Mats, »v 27¢. ea.

Size 18 x 36, positively the last lot at this pre-war price..

Children’s “Cuddledown” Sleeping Suits

75¢. fo 95c. per Suil.

“Cuddledown” is the most satlsfymg American Sleep Suit
’ sold.

BISHOP, SONS & €0,, LTD,

DRY GOODS DEPY.
MAIL ORDERS RECEIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION.

Fit 1 to 5 years.
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