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British Newspapermen ‘of Ail Péh(-
ical Complexions See Great
©7 7 " Liberdl Sweep.

London, Jan. 5—Two phases of «the
election struggle now- elaim -attention.
Firgy the -<disorderly .imterruptions: o
whicll many. Copseryative meetings,
and almost aikof”thosé’ addressed: by
peers Bre-subjecfed; se that' it is:prdc-
tically infpodsible -foria Uniomist peer
to seetire -a fhir hearitig 7-and. secoftd
the redlization by ‘the peers’‘themselves
and ‘the Unjonist press-of fhe neces-

ity ot the “House" of 'Lords “advoeat-
Ing Ts own réform, 45 the 6nly means
of "meeting” the “storm “of “Protést the"
peers’ actiofi” In conméétion with' the
bufiget Has arcuded in the country:

Two, Iaberal peers, Lord Crewe and
Lord Lucas, raised-their voices in «de-
fence of the  budget and twenty-four
Unionist «peers, headed .by ' the Mar-
quis of-Eansdowne, made a. vigorous
canviss undismayed by persistent
heckling,

Times Urges Reform.

The Telorm “of ‘the” House ‘of Lordsd

has beeni “openly  urged by the Times
and other , Conservatiye organs and
wag the ahost inferesting point of the
speech, of Lord Lansdowne at Liver-
pool. - The ‘opposition leader in the
House of Lords began by declaring
that there never had been a campaign
so-zemarkable for the intemperance.of
their -opponents’ Janguage,: which hew:
ever, was not a symptom- of a strong
cause;/Then passing to a long défense
o¥ the: House of Lords’ action oa the
budget;- he admitted tHat the present
House ‘wds “ 400’ ymwieldy for -an ef
iettive gecond ehamber.: He belisved
it the ‘prependeriting “power 6f ‘the
H()gse of Comirions; ‘amd * suggested 'a
Ho@sé of Lotds’ within the Upper
Housé “and “that’ this réforal ought t8
be the Work, nof ‘of 6ne, but of
political“ parties working together

Objects to Elective Feature.

He did not indieate how.this inner
house should be chosen, beyond  ob-
jecting -to the . elective principle
the groufkl that the. elective
would .claim . what even -the
House of Lords d
Co-ordinate
house.

In conclusion, Lord "Lansdowne ad-
vooated tariif refermi wifh a moderate
scale of duties as ‘the only visible
rémedy Jor the 'evils all- dedire to tes
move; 4

&l - Ahes gredty leaders  were Fgain
spealing - ini’ * vations Fparts*=of
coumtry. © Austen’ Chamberlkain chal-
lenged Prethier Asquith o préduce
proofs-of his-assertion: that unempiog-
I was' Tl 749 Hildch in proteeted
countties’ as Tr Gréat Britain:

“Peers’ Wéetings Fhterruptia.

Megetings were addressed, ip different

both

chan

piresent
| mot. claim ,namely
power with ‘the popular

sections.of London | by . Baron.. Ash_{l,ibéml prophets: predict a win with

bourne, Lord Desborough and the Rf.
Hon, , Ajired - Lytileton, “but. the digs

order, was marked  af. each of thedor

Lord ,Lytt‘]etox% was. obliged hufriedly |'that - disappoint: higti-ddmirers:

to soncilide his speech. whileé Tord

gh. was met with shouts of | feuD” would , Wil Boor “or-tater ~dis-

D$ 1
“We want the budget.’”

Thomas J. McNamara, ,member of.
the House of Commons from Camber-
wedl, » speaking; at - that place, rais
great: laughter- by ebeerving thet,Bzg
four; now.joined the searemongers;
and - that his < scalp seguld be added:
to the sealp o? Blatehford. .

Poet Laureate Takes a Hand.

The campaign scomé t6 have s great
attraction for the iiterary class. Al-
fred Austin. the poet laureate, joined
the affray tonight by issuing a letter
to ‘his countrymen in which, claiming
scruptlots “abdence ' o party spirit;
he pofhits ‘64t ‘that the present House
of Lords ‘ineludes’ 200 "members “who
served the ‘country in the army and
navy, a hundved of them on ° the
battlefield, to say nothing of those
wiid'  had perished in. the shoek’ Tof
war.  ‘Onehundred and-seventy. had
been members of the House of -
mons - ahd -he deelgres  that it is i
possible to call such a body unrepre-
sentative. .. Therafore, he earnestly ap-
Peals ;40 tha; votérs, to. stapd: by the
Jcoristitntion, . Friret o

; Bosebery ‘Would Vote Tory.

Havipg been asked how . he would
-vote:if he were.an glector; Lord Roge-
hery, in.a published: letter, says that
he would vote agninst the government
because he,opposes the socialism in-
herent in_the budgeét and because he
©Opposes .anything in the pature of an
independenit Irish pafliament, or that
would likely Teld t6 it.” The teversion
of tlie‘Liberal speskers to the taxation
of food, symbotizéd by a little loaf. is
notideable, both in ' the speéches and
on the boardings. Their ‘most effe
tivé batfle cry of 1908. is Taised anew
while 'thé Unionists are reviving the
opposition {6 Home tule ‘with the' ob-
Jectof detaching the Noneonformists
fromi the government Side. .
Constitutional Issue Too Technical.

The dry; constitutional -issue is:
above the heads of the working #gas-

ses) lﬁlu_ o, AT 8 ito whivec-
tiondsbed ﬁ\ﬁwm&dﬁn
der tariff reform and ggcial reforms,
through a cl@se goalifion of trade
unionism and ‘*ddidadism.
_‘Mr. Baliour is [orecasting a Union-
istimajority memrly-as largevwas that
obtained during: the: Boer war. - The
liberal official ‘party headquarters ared
equally eonfidlent of a big majority ot
concéding’ moke -than ‘50 Seats: whibh
were ‘won. in 19086
Berlig, Januaxy
delivéréd “B¥ -+ Arthur* “Ballour, -* the
British ex-premier and -leader of
the Unionist party, at- Hanley, in
WwhHieh he Twelt upon IhE Gompdra-
tive strength of British and German
navies, Has excited both surprise and
ridicule Il Germany. The fiewspapers
of the empire print the speech™ pro-
minently ané comment upon it, reprov-
ingly. Such authoritative journals
as_the Cologne Gazette, - hte . Kreugz-
Zeitung and National Zeiturng deplor-
ed the fact that Mr. Balfour descend.

5,~+The spéech

thé Ythiough . all. classes, in. the kingdom ;

1 phets’ of the.Unionists : predict, a winy

hostilit ;.iihex:\t‘f
not-

anti n nsti of the niasses.
Tariff Statement Ridiculous.

when ‘even the
their leaders isd@rfiven to paint a
foreign foe ‘on ‘the wall.
four’s allusion t6 Germans as saying
they would not allow a British tariff
is ridiculous. The Tageblatt says it
would have been grateful to Mr. Bal-
four, if he had named .them, .so that
the neoessary medical attention might
be given.them. - ¥

The . Post. says - ‘every ‘- intelligent
German ;knows  that -the introduetion

copeerns .neither Germany nor -any
other power.. The Kreuz-Zeitung says
that. Germane view.a possible British
tariff with equanimity, knowing they
ean accommodate themselves to  it.
Calls it ‘“*National Policy.”

London (Special cable fo the Toron-
fo Star).““A "Canedian feels quite at
home™in ‘thie camipaign, ‘now - that
Balfour has begun t0° deseribe ° pro-
tection as a.‘‘national policy.” - That
phrase made a hit'in Canada once,
which no doubt suggested the use
here; but suffi¢ient timé does not re-
main to so popularize the phrase that
all“could “familiarly ‘speak of it as
the “N:P.”

In*his ‘speech at Hanley, Balfour
devoted most of his time to a ‘discus-
sion” of the navy, accusing the Lib-
erals ‘'of 4 tendemey to weéaken  the
country’s ‘deferices and imperil it, as
against ‘& neighboring power. This
line of attack does not seem so im-
portant here as ‘it does im Canada.
So’far das my onpaervation goes, this- is
the’ hardest ndtion in’ the weorld . to
frightén.” The people canmot he: per-
suaded that there: is. anether.people
nnywhere that eould thrash them on
the " sea and: invade the islands.No-
thing 'in  Asquith's .ori MeKenna’'s

uous applause as. the assertions that

Britain retains: apo- wul . keep the

sapremacy . of the. sea So ~far as

meetings. go thepe js greater applause

for those who appegl to the. pation’s

hiopes rather .thgn to.their fears.
Peers. Help Unionists.

It may seem a sttange thing to say,
but notwithstanding the attacks upon
them .and; the censure on the stump,
t seems to be the peers as individuals
who give' the opposition any present
chance of success in the elections.
Off-th platiorm they are great cam-
paignéts Whenr the  earved idol
comes «down- {rem - -the altar ..and
walke. amiong . - the . people, slapping
them-on the baek and: making jokes,
an’ agréeable miracle is wrought that
S mot, «without, .its,. effegt -on - the
stpength: of the Opposition. . It seems
to-ame r this: sirange ipflugnce extends

moreover, the -landowners and peers,
if put to it,.can raise such-a campaign
fund-as pever was gontrjbuted before.
These considerations make an othér-
wise sure!jssue udeertain. - The pro-

with- a majority. of eighty, while the

two hunidred of ‘4 majority /
Balfour’s Quatifications
Balifour - indulges' in - qualifications
His

‘Claxing, fer insgtant yictory. At Haps
‘ley- he-spoke. of .the .presénfeléctions’
.08 a geeat contest, .or thefqmuo\m”
loft a-great'icontest .that .weunld deter-

iwords - do-not~Inapife private
{0 “perish 1ii the " trenches just -yet.—
J. T. Clarke,
Mewspaper Men See Liberal Victory.
i London; Jan. 6—(Special cable .5
the Toronto Telegram)—Fifty news-
paper men from all parts of England
wiere around the press tables at thd
Balfour meeting at Hanley. If €igns
pointéd t6 a tariff reform ‘victory over
the budget they would be the trained
obsérvers to-be first to see it. They
represnted papers of all opinions,
have been at every big meeting and
so~far as they had time to:talk at all
theirtalk' did"not. indicate that thgy
regarded a Congervative: victory n
the United ‘Kingdom ;as possible, or a
Congervativé victory in England ag
probably. The Manchester Guardian
man- putting aside .the preferences )i
his paper declared that tariff reform
had- no chance. _in-Manchester and
that the Unionists were sure, to lose
the %okt nhatﬁ.]bﬂ%uon Fickegamed
from - Winstog,{ChirtchillT¥ Resglt€ido
not dve ilfildthe Bdst Sgforaled
guesses and nixt week may change
th outloek" te - prsent none (oo pro-
mising jor a Tnionist majority even
in England. ©° : S
Jae . Martin Confidént.
Joe Martin is confident of his own
election in East Pangras, and hop:3s
to hald -the former Liberal majority
of fifteen hundred. -Of the general re-
sult Joe - Martin' says “The Tories will
he beaten and they don’t realize how
badly ‘they wilJl be beaten.” Martin
shares the possible over  confidence
of the Radiecals that the government
is saft against Heavy:losses.” Even in
England a hurried but .impartial eo-
quiry into the probabilities does mnot
show ‘signs 'of a change of sentimient
Lig enough to.enable tarifi reiorm to
beat Free.Trade plus the Budget.
First Election January I5.
Londen,.Jan. 5.The. privy council
metting, ‘which is %o take action on
the . dissplution of pailiament, will
be held on January 10, at Buckingham
Palace. - ‘After theér king' has’ &ignad
the proclamation: for the dissolution
of parliament, businéss ineidental ‘o
ihe  issuance, of writs for the election
of the members of the new pariiament
will ba progeedsd with. ]
The ‘first’ election “will be ‘held op3
Jamaary 15! If+*ig’*understood “thal
the ‘dissolntion” proclamation -will: fix
the date for the "openhing “of the new
patlament on February- 2.
There are no fewer than 1,330 can-
\didates for election in the field. Of
this numbr 601 are Unionists. This
party will have a walkéver In three
places at Burton, Penrith,and West
Birmingham, the latter Joseph Cham-
berlain’s constituemcy, where neither
e Libetimls) nok /fhe Laborites have
wade nomipations. T
‘Wonderfully Organized
Hanley,
John: Ross Robe

Meeting.
to the Toronto

ed to stir up anti-German feeling in

Great Britain. Notwithstanding histhemselves swift ‘would o?en their
professions of disbelief in Germany’seyes at the English style o
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Telegram)—Canac ans who imagine

er intri). Lellly from those of
1£, who goad the

Mr. Bal-lg,

T T othreT=thrythet-—tarifi —pe~| SLol, 28 (0 create a

mayed. s, Ireutenants, whiorerd g | very fine ' theory,

Jan. 5-—(Bpecial _cable by

EDMONTON BULLETIN, MONDAY

Dl stétements ‘dojthe demonseation which insugurated
alfour’s campaign yester-

A

510:1. ABe:tgo B
ay.. re _the ‘doors ned ‘the
four Tundred stewards v?e;: warned
0 -beware of the suffragettes and to

. It is also contended that the Union- g"'e. 51;0“138 of the sex generally and
ist cabise must L& in a perilous state’ a]:’?r
‘most  moderate  of slefz:f

ery (persistent disturber,
amgle. The system  was

ect., -Ticket holders were seated
or. packed into standing room from
¢ mnddle of thé hall to the’ back,
while ten thousand clamored vainly
outside. There were twenty thousand
disappointed applicants for tickets.

tery -towns- of- Straffordshire. - Times
are pretty bad in the péttery districts
but there was'no sign of suffering in
the well dressed ' andl comfortable
looking audience who cheered wildly.

of .a tariff scheme in Great: BritainJThe Unionist candidates in the five

pottery condtituenaies with their
wives and ‘the local magnates movad
to ‘places on éifther side of the spacze
reserved for Mr. ‘Balfour. The dash-
ing well dressed meénand richly gown:
women awaited their ehief, whd,
with his' beauty of speech and man-
rier, his sincerity and charm; looked
the ideal leader of a brave fight «f
cavaliers agaimst roundheads.
Incarnation of Platform Power:

But Mr. Balfour proved no dashing
Prince Rupert, but the incarnation of
platform power, a miracle of verbal
efficiency. Mr. Balfour handled naval
defense and tariff reform in a seventy-
five minute speech—about, the time a
Canadian statesman would require
for preliminary remarks. He left the
aristoecracy to take care of itself and
insisted that democracy’s supreme
interest was naval defense and tariff
reform.

The Britishers, who heard Mr. Bal-
four,- were no weary titans, grown
stooped and round shouldered carry-
ing burden. of an overgrown and un-
derfed Empire. The valor and -sacri-
fice of the race of sea kings was in
their shout ywhen Bultour said:

sufferance, unless our navy is

reme, and I for one

sup-

Mr, Balionr was equally powerful
when he passed from speculating 6h
possible wars, fought with ‘dread-
noughts to discuse actunal wars ‘mow
foaght with tariffs. Mr. - Balfour’s
whole apeech was' dazzling in s
skill and impressive in its sincerity.
Victory cannot exalt Mr. Balfour nor

in the hearts of British
The Staffordshire people cheéred when
Mr. Baliour burned his Dridges b--
hind him and came out for tariff -e-
form as the only sure eure for unem-
ployment. and cheered louder when
Mr. Balfour spoke - powerful and
beautiful words of love for the ideal
of a United Empire.
Scotiand Solidly Liberal.

Edingburgh, Jan. 5—(Steuart Lyon's
cable to the Toronte Globe)—I. was
again assured on my return:here 1o-
day- by the. Central -officials of - the
Liberal party that  politieally
land stands.as in the .last House—
almost. solig for the government.
the other hand, the Unionists, as else-
where, admitf the unpgpularity of the
;t)ﬁ'oposed{ fo&d taxes. With olﬁ t.llllem
they: co tariff refqQrm weuld- have
swept gcmaﬁd. W’f};heé,? had’ tk(x)e qtick
to the food taxes, they say,in arg-
er xﬁﬁfer"e%‘ts of ff'le Enpirg. “No, dys-
tem of preferéntial trade’'fn their view
would be possible without food duties
Even 'if the Liberals win; "add the
Unionists, their majority will”be so
a1l condition «:f
chaos) ott'of ‘which, in-the 'énd,; tariff
reform  will "emerge triuthphant: This
buf I prefer

never:is'the time for - victory. - The
advocacy of smull® land holdings. un-
der the land purpose act like Ire-

mine «tHe ifhte -of. the Empize; ; Suehd land’s ¢is. being. shoved to the. frony
o s ) ? sdg':éq‘_ fily. 56 & nie

daily -as a.Unionist alternative: to_the
land valu¢ taxation. Chamberlain;
in another of his daily epistles, says
agriculturists want such legislation
in order to enable .them. to become
owners of the soil to till. On the plat-
form the Liberals are able however, to
point to cases in which Chamberlain’s
allies among the Lords' are driving
men off land. This lessens the politi-
cal - value of the new cry.

SEVERE COLD WAVES
STRIKES THE SOUTH

Southern States Expeériences the Low-
est . Temperature in its History ahd
the  Negrfo  Population Suffers
Greatly—Alabamians - Frozen 'to
Death.

Atlapta, Ga:, “Jan. 5—A cold wavé
prevailed over the eptire south yester-
day, not even the orange belt of Bou-
thern Florida being exempt from the
freezing temperature. © The mercary
ranged from 2 degrees above zero, at
Ashevillé,. N.C.; to 82 degrees at ™ El
Paszo, Texas, with 28 at Tampa. A
few Texa§ points and the extreme sou-
thern portion of the Florida peninsula
alone escaped the cold.

This, according to the local weather
bureau, was the coldest day the south
has ever experienced.

At eight o’clock yesterday morning
the thermometer registered ten degrees
above in Atlanta, and for twenty days
past freezing weather has been gx:
petienced here. There has been mdch
suffering among the poor, .especially
the negroes. A
At . Birmingham, Ala,,' where the
minigmum  was twelye. degrees. above
zero, two negroes . were {rozen. to
death, and mnear Decatur; . with . the
thexmomenter around.five above zero,
a fémily of six rescued yesterday wete
more: dead than alive, with oneof the
children expected to die. - y
For the first time since 1886, there
was ice in the Chattahoochee river at
Atlanta: . Similar conditions prevail-
ed in the .rivers of Tennessee, /North
Alabama and the  western part of
North Carolina.

While it is believed that no serious
damage has been done the Florida
orange crop, Fernandina reports that
oranges were frozen in that gection.
Cotton planters of the southwestern
section hail with delight the severe
cold, believing that milliéns -of the
boll weevil have been destroyed.

Chicago,r Jan. -7.—The. steamship
Puritan is in ice, twenty miles out,
sends a wireless message.to Chicago.
Bhe is declared to be in no danger but

managing

may be held in the ‘floés until the ice
breaks up.

Hanley is the centre of the five pot~

“We- exist .as an empire only .n.

am not content ]
gpeeches ever produced such tumnult.}to_exist on sufferance,

defeat or dethrone him from his place |
Unionists, |

Seot-1

On

Chamberlain’s own view that now ory

1910.
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4 One of the most genial figues in
Britain’s fight is Augustine Birrell.
Indeed, when you hear him speak. so
gladsome and so cheery, and when you
watch the sparkie in his eye and the
playful smile that rarely,. and mgver
dor iong, leaves- his mobiie lips, you
would not think of him as figuring in
a fight of any kind, Jeast of all would
you' regard him as the maan for Tre-
land. - If “Bloody- Balour” failed to
make the turbulent spirits-of the Green
Isle keep the peace, what chance was
there for this laughing ‘literary 'man,
who ‘plays fantastic tricks with their
most sdlemn, shibboleths and bedecks
with . “jewels fivée words long’’ the
knottiest  shiildlagh of Treland’s’ po-
ditical lifle. And yet Birrell is the
Chief Secretary. to whe Lord Lieuten-
ant of Ireland.  And he has done what
men tréined in politics and stateeraft
fafled  to “do.

When the iate Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman formed his government in
1905 "his selection of James Bnyee for
the office of secretary for Ireland was
everyiwhere regarded as admirable,but
his .choice of the duthor: of “Obiter
Dicta” for a cabinet poaition-amusad
thos¢ wiscaeres: who thoughit of the
litesary humorist as plessant in the
magazines- and on the -flecture plat-
form, but out of place in serious poli-
tics. Augustine Birrell was made
head of the education department of
the governfeni. His first great task
was a new education bili. framed to
undo the manifest and  manifold -in-
justices af she Balfour. . act, which
produced only an amity of passive Te-
disters: « Birrell’s measure passed the
Commons with a ‘great ‘majority, .and
had he' been admittud tordebatecit in

- %

AUGUSTINE BIRRELL.

the Housc ¢t" Lords ‘his intelectual
sunshine and’"inféetions' good ‘humor

induced even' the *Aul Nickie-Ben’’ of
the ted chamber t& ‘“‘tak’'a thocht an’
men”.”” g f

When 'Biyce 'wad translited to' the
British embassy'‘at’ Washington- the
post in Dublin  was’givén t6'Augustine
Birrell. ~ And again’ the politicali wise-
peres laughed “d' Yong,' loud  faugh.
Birrell was a literyry mah, a gradu-
ate of Cambridge, and thérefors might
perhaps, find his way about’ the edu’
tation offices, buf .as right-hand man
to the lord lieutenant for Lreland, and
as, chief adyiser to,thesgowernment. on
Irish: affaixs he: was surely.: a., joke.
And once again the: wiseagcres. laughed
toosoon.  Birrell has done what neith-
er the great Gladstone nor the clever
Balfour succeeded in doing. He carried
jnto legislations an - Irish univemsities
bij} which is working out a solution
of one of the vexed Irish problems.
We had two speeches from Birrell
at the press conference. One was an
inimitable after dinner speech on the
occasion of the luncheon given by the
iiterary men of the House: of Com-
mons. The pocasien itself was inter-
esting because of the
gatiéred together, but it was on the
verge of being dail when the -mest
brifliant - essayist, wnd . after Monley,
the ablest;. in parliament. looked -at
us over his spectacles and:opened his
mouth wide in tlie mosi irrepressible
rush’ of ‘wit ‘and satire and-badinagé
and provérbial phitosophy and litérary
asides that was sver heard. Bveh the
professional humorists of "the press
smiied good naturedly and Sir Gifbert
Parker laughed outright,  We had Him
again on the last day of the ¢onfer-
ence, sandwiched in between thersol-
emn Viscount Milner and. the inimit-
able T. P. O’Confior. And again his
mastery of the arts of sfiective public
speech, alike in seribus argument and
in playful retort, was a feature of the
day.

In a conversaion  wih-John Dillon
one day. I asked-the reason for the bet-
ter temper in Ireland. “Birrell is the
reason,”’ he <aid.- ‘“‘He.*is: not - an
Irishman, Tor he was born near Liv-
erpool, ‘but he has enough hmnun‘i'tj-’
in him to understand the Trish people.
He is mot a Catholic; for his father
was a Noneonformist minister, but he
]}as the sweet grace of Christian char-
ity. By his freedom from. sectarian-
ism, his. broad outlcok  on . Yife. his
ability to secure the best. even if some
of .the good must be:sacrificed, and
by bis transparent honesty.and reck-
less conrage: he mastered not only the
divided TIvish parties; ‘Yout also\ the
obstinate: House of ' Paydiament; and:
he gave us a Universities: act: ‘which
will do more'than nwost men know to
settle the real Trish guestion ™t

That, or Something “Tike that’ was
the judgment of oné of the fiost trust.
ed of the Irish leaders on the ‘wark of
the man who brought to.a happy end
the embittered conflict’ that afflicted
British politics for a generation and
destroyed Gladstone’s government im
its course. And of all the speeches on
Birrell’s measure none was more gen-
erous or more- significant than that of
Arthue J. Balfour, who still bore in
his meinory the scars'of the days when
he was hooted in Treland as “Bloody
Balfour.”

Augustine Birrell. won where greater
statesmen failed, and his success was
due in part to his disregard of the

and genial common’ sénse might have:

persomalities |

He is not a fighter after the heart of
the “‘damn-your-opponents” partisan;
but, like the sun, his geniality makes
his antagonist lay aside his webat  of
mail. while the northwind . controver-
sialist only makes him buckle up more
tightly - than ever. There is a place
and-a work in every parliament for a
fighter like Augustine Birrell —By J.
A. M. in the Toronto Globe: :

NUMBER FIPTEEN

Josepli Chaniberlain in hisday counted
far ten in any fight.  Even today, . with
an”incurable malady on him, his name
counts for more than one. Indeéd, it ‘s
the most compelling name “in all the
ranks of those who fight for Tariff Re-
form.- ‘Were it not for him" neither Bal-
four in the Coniméns nor Lansdowns in

commif the Conservative party ‘“to a tax
on foodstuffs as an alternative for a tax
on misused’ lands and on the unearned
increment of land values. But Chamber-
lain, sick in his tent, is more potent and
more skilled in the arts of modern poli-
tical warfare than eithér of his party
leaders is in Parliament. ;

Whatever may be said against Joseph
Chamberlain by the Irvish Nationalists,
who openly charge him with having
shamefully betrayed their cause; or by
the British Liberals, who hold him 1
traitor to his great Chief and a wrecker
of his party; or by the Free Traders 'n
all parties, who call him an apostle
from fundamental principles- ;or by the
Nonconformists, who sternly accusé him
of falsifying his whole lifetiime’s advo-
cacy of. Disestablishment and Disen-
dowment, by suddenly turning;. dt: the
last to -be, the most ynblyshing protagon-
ist of . Chuxch ~monopolies; : or by . the
‘Peace :party, who remember his fieree
tirades against expeditions of exploita-
tion and conquest, and who neyer will
forgive his:part in the tragic. and blight-

| ing Boer .war; or by the.social reform-:

| ers ,who point to his old~time temper-
ance programmes and land ‘ransom” pro-
posals and merciless castigations of the
Lords because they “toil not meither Jo
they spin,” and who now hear his name
hailed as the hope of the brewers, the
partisan of the landlords, and the darl-
ing of the Dukes—whatever may be said
against Joseph Chamberlain by those
who once wrought with him and fought
with him in struggles in Britain, this is
put to his credit in Canada and in other
overseas domiinions of the Empire; that
as Secretary of State for the Colonies he
was first ameng British political leaders
to catch the new spirit' of the colonies
to understand it, and to give it ful] Im-
( perial veice.

; Joseph “Chamberlain 'was' horn near
Léndén in’ 1836.. Early«in lifé he settled
in Bifmingham ‘and ‘becathe @ member
of His father’s manufacturing firin there.
He ¢rved ' in’ municipal pelitice. “Three
tites he was Mayor-of Birmingham! In
1876 he* was elécted to the' House“ofCom-
mons for ‘the' city.” ‘Since *1885 he has
represented ' West Birmingham. In  the
coming’ ‘élection he will' probaby- be e«
turned ‘unopposed.

Withiii his lines he 'is a ‘man'éf extra+
ordindry’ ability! - He is not'anorator;
he 'is’a debafér’ ‘He has mot the: imagi-
native glow “0F “the émctional power or
the literary sweéep of the real oratdor.But
in debate he' had ‘in his ' fime
match, ‘his geheral Kknowledge of public
affairs, in ready whe of materials, in pre-
¢isp command of Tanguage, in guickness
to .thrust whén his antagonist made a
slip, and in _that ' forcefulness whick
bears down opposition and-that-abandon
which chaMenges admiration: i

Mr. Chamberlain entered Parliament
as a Radical of the most extreme school.
Indeed discriminating Conservatives

)

THE RT. HON. JOS. CHAMBERLAIN.

called him a
and

Republican, so unreserved

resolute were his pronouncements

against Royalty and all hereditary priv-
ilege. Y¥or everything Tory he had had
scorpions and.stones. Tn Parliament he
was the leagued partisan of %Chdrles
Stewart Parnell, the first great Irish
Nationalist leader, and Charles Dilke,
the uncompromising: English Radical.
He was in the secret councils of the
Home Rule party, and espoused their
cause, in Parliament and out of it, long
before Gladstone favored it or made :t
a part*of his policy. He often expressed
his “entire approval of the obstructive
policy adopted by Parnell,” and=Justin
McCarthy. 'being “witness—he had - the
public and the secret confidence of the
Trish. Nationalist party in two Gladstone
administrations of which he was & ‘mem-
ber,. Gladstone declared’ for Heme Rule
in, 1886. “Thereupon,” says ~ McCarthy,
“Mr. Chamberlain 'suddenly” announced
that he could not. support any
measure of  Home Rule He' be-
came from that time not only an“oppon-
ent of Home Rule, but a proclaimed
Conservative and anti-Radical

the associate of Tory Dukes, a leading
member of a Tory Government, and the
champion of Tory principles.”

From that time, after he had well
passed mid-life, Mr. fhamberlain re-
versed not only his opinions, but what
men call principles. He suffered serious-
ly in Brifain in the after-probing of the
South Afrigan war. Indeed his name
might have been blotted ont of present-
day palitical history had it not been for
his single-handed raising of the Protec-
tion issue, which with its foodstagxes 1s

ways of statecraft and his trust to
honest effort’ and tratisparent truth.

féw ~co)

land-taxes.
It is not sufficient to charge Joseph

% FIGU RES IN BRITAIN,S FIGHT [C‘hamberlain with bad faith, as his op-

NUMBER FOURTEEN

ponents do, or to' Pproclaim his “honest
conversions,”” as his allies do. Neither
theory explains his career. As yet it re-
mains unexplained.. He was a man of
uncommon force, with the inventor’s
genius, ‘the innovator’s’ spirit, -and the
speculator’s passion for risk, but with-
out the masterful judgment which
guides adventure into statesmanship.
—J.A. M. in the Toronto Globe.
NUMBER SIXTEEN.

Austen ‘Chamberlain has the handicap
of -his" father’s reputation. Standing
alone he would always count for ‘one.
But his father counted for ten. Hé¢ has
to stand in the place and wear the
mantle, and the ill-fit is. made conspicu-
ous. He entered Parliament before he
was thirty under the favoring. breeze .of
his father’s popularity, and, despite -ais
father’s' “apostasy,” his first speech won
recognition from the great Gladstone.

the Lords would have even soenrod 15 His father’s collapse and the disasters

that befell the party forced. him, or
opened the way for him, into the front
rank: He was Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer for three years, under Mr. Bal-
four. The weakness of the Oppoesition’s
front-rank makes it necessary to feature
average men as though they were giants.
On the defeat of the Balfour adminis-
tration, in 1905, Mr. Austin Chamber-
lain became one of the chief critics of
the new Government.. In the ‘long de-
bates on this year’s Budget he was look:
ed on as the heavyweight of the Opposi-
tion benches. A friendly hand describes
the situation: “The two chief fighters »n
the Unionist side are Mr. Balfour and
Mr. Chamberlain. While Mr., Balfour
is engaging the members of'the govern-
ment 'with his inimitable rapier play
polished and deadly. Mr. Ausen Cham-
berlain ‘is coming té close ‘quarters with
broadsword and battleaxe.” 1 watchetd
the perfarmance - on- one interesting
wight, but while Asquitly'liad to keep his
witg about him to ward off Balfour’s

MR. A. CHAMBERLAIN,

rapier-thrusts, = Lloyd-George, with a
sling, and. five smooth. stones, could, speil
the forehead of Austen Chamberlain and
have four stones. to the good.

A. pleasanter man than Austen Cham<
berlain oné would not wish to meet. He
was one’ of the first speakers:.at the Im-
perial:. Press; Conference. : “Cable News
Services’” wasthe subject: The Harl. of
Crewe was Chairman. - Theé meeting was
at:'the Foreign Office.. The'overseas dele-
gates had not. got quite ,accustomed ‘o
thieir new surroundingsj+ but.the name
“Chamberlain’’ had -a Colonial feeling;
and there ' ‘was 'a  tremerdous : outburst
when the son'of a former Colonial Secre-
tary was called: to addzess us.

He looks like an overgrown boy:' His
face’'is large, ¢lean-shaven, rather - pale.
His hair is brushed wup from his' fore-
head after a country schoolboy style. His
eyes are wide-open but fireless. His voice
has no distinctive quality. When * he
stood up he squared back his shoulders
as though he wore straps, and evidently
his elocution teacher had not made a
success with his gestures. Neither then
other occaions when I -heard
him speak did I detect any quality eith-
lx'!‘ of insight or of argumentation or of
axpression that suggested exceptional
power. One little touch in his Confer-
ence address revealed a trick learned on
the campaign platform.- His speech was
saying nothing in particular, and did
not touch the applause-key until, as .f
by accident, he went on to say: “I Te-
member my father—”. OF course loud
cheers, standing cheers, were his reward.
The Colonials were fresh and we took
the fly.

leports of his speeches in his constitu-
ency during the past fortnight show that
he, finds the past fortnight show that
member, my fatheér.” To be sure, he also
wears a monocle, after the manner of
British
polifics may not have any more endur-
ing efficacy than a “nose” -once had in
Canadian- political leadership.

In one of his spethes, im Parliament
or on the platform, has® Mr. Austen
Chamberlain showed a thorough mas-
tery of the fundamentals of any really
large question. He has opinions, mostly
inherited, on the tariff and on defence
and on binding the Empire, but he has
no strong grip on principles, either econ-
omic or political. . ¥ndeed, that is the
weak point in the equipment of not a
few of the average men on both sides
of the British controversy. A generatian
ago the young men in the universities
and in the Ilabor unions and in' political
clubs discussed facts and principles with
the eagerness and the directness of eton-
omists and philosophers. “They ‘thought
themselves through the great questions
of industry and trade and ‘social organ-
ization. They could tell” why. Then
came the time ' of “éntertainment” n
the clubs and” “sing‘song™ ih the unions
and “‘sports” everywhere, XKipling tells
of

nor on

his father, but a monocle in

“The flanneled fools at' the wickets
And the muddled odrs at the goals™—
and to that generation nothi more
serious than “getting out the vote” was
of imporance in politics.

Now that they are back again to first
principles, many men of Austen Cham-
berlain’s age cannot “gang ower the
fundamentals.” They betray confused
and shallow thinking every time they
got-beyond the catch-plirases of trade, or
land-taxes, or employment, or the unity
of the Empire. Unless the British mid-
dle classes and working people return
to clear thinking nothing will save them
from the sophistries of the self-interest-

now accépted by the land-monopoly in-
terests as a substitute for the Budget’s

ed and the privileged. Austen Chamber-
lain is a case in piont. If he

clearly he would not condémn langd.
taxes for being “Socialist,” as he did
two weks age, and in the same speech
advocate food-taxes and - goods-taxes,
which, to say the least,“are as essenti.
ally socialistic as anything in the
Budget.

, —By J.AM. in the Toronto Globe

AUGUSTE LEMIEUX 1S
CANDIDATE INOTTAWA

Liberal Convention Endorses Postmaster
General’s Brother.—Ex-Mayor Ellis
Will ‘be Conservative Candidate.—
Will- Fight Election on Navy Pro-
gram [ssue.

Ottawa, Jan. 7—Mr, Auguste Lemieux,
K.C., a leading barrister of! Ottawa, and
brother of the postmaster-gemeral wa-

tion as the party candidate to contest
the coming by-election caused by the va-
cancy created by the resigmation of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, of his Ottawa seat.
The contest for nomination was a very
keen one. Four names went to the
convention, Messrs: Lemieux, Oscar
Foret, Dr. Rudolphe Chevrier and ex-
Mayor Payment. The vote on the first
ballot stoed 137 for Lemieux, 138 for
Foret, 64 for Chevrier and 6 for Pay-
ment. On the second ballot the vote
was Lemieux 180, Foret 163.

On motion of Mr. Foret and Dr. Chev-
rier the nomination was made unanim-
ous, each expressing a hope that the un-
animous support of the party would be
given to Mr. Lemieux; and that the de-

\‘Afeated candidates for nomination with

their supporters would all unite in giv-
ing their active assistance to Mr, Lem-
iéux so as to insure victory at the polls
at ‘the coming election.

Mr. Lemiuex: in a. brief address ex-
pressed gratitude for his nomination.and
said he would leave -no stone unturned
to secure: election.

At the nomination ,conventioa. in the
fall of 1908, Mr. Lemieux and Dr: Chev-
rier were the contestants for the French-
Canadian nomination. The latter won
out but afterwards withdrew in favor f
Sir Wilfrid' Laurier. A rather peculiar
feature has developed_in that the Free
Press, the government newspaper, today
came out in -opposition to  the nomina-
tion of Mr. Lemieux, while the Journal
through Mr. P. D. Ross, one of the lead-
ing members of the Conservative execu-
tive, has already taken a strong stand
against the naval policy emunciated by
ex-Mayor Ellis, the prospective Conser-
vative éandidate, as the chief plank in
his platform. The indications point o
the nomination of Mr. Ellis at the Con-
servative convention on Monday night
next. He has come out strongly against
the government’s naval program and ad-
vocates larger naval <construttion. pro-
gram coupled with an immediate contri-
bution of a Dreadnought or. - its cash
value to the British navy.  Under.all
circumstances the cafpaign promises -to
be an unusually interesting one.

lLUMBER PRICES MAY INCREASE

Trade at the Coast" Reoorted in Good
Condition.

presenting 165 lumber yards in the
three prairié provinces are now 1In
Vancouver, or. have been within the
last few days, to purchase or make
tfhemseives acdquainted -with  the con-
dition of the manufacturing end of
the lumbering  business. :A. large
manufacturer in the eity teday, said
the outlook for a heavy exportation of
Tumber to the;prairie.during the com-
ing ;season. is. excellent. .He declar-
éd the lumbering industry on. the
Coast had never been 1n petter con-
dition than it is today. Stoeks in
the mill are about half what they
were the same time last year, -while
the demand is much better.

The lumber manufacturers on the
coast are expecting a general stiffen-
ing of the market i - March and
April, and while there may- be on
general advance in the price of lum-
ber, an increase is looked for in cer-
tain grades in which some of the
mills are at present-long on. When
they have weorked their stocks down
advanees- will naturally oecur.

J. R. MacDonald, employed at ng'-
quitlam, the -end of the B.C. electric
railway tunmel, whiech wunited Lake
P Coquilam and Lake: Buntzen, dell in
on Tuesday morning and was drawn
into the tunmel by suction: and drown-
ed.

DESERTED BY HER HUSBAND.

Mrs. Gordon Robinson, lowa Woman.
is Left Stranded in Ottawa.

Ottawa, Jan. 5—Deserted ~by her
husband on Christmas morning, with-
out even enough money to pay the
ostage ©1 a letter to her home mn
lowa, U.8.A., and with a sick iniant
oi six months, to care for, Mrs. Gor-
don Robinson, aged -twenty years,
found herself alone and destitute in
this city, where she is an-absolute
stranger. Her sband brought her
here from Rock Ridge. Iowa, where
they had lived for two years. They
came here, it is given out, for infor-
mation conceyning some land in t‘gxu
west. On December 16th they regis-
tered at the Windsor and on Dec. 25
the husband disappeared and has rot
since been heand of. Transportation
as far as Chiocago has been furnished
Mrs. Robinson.

ALBERTA OATS FOR PHILLIPINES

Thousand - Tons ‘Have Been

Already Contracted For.

Three

Vancouver, January 5~—Three thou-
sand tons. of Albertan oats have been
contracted for shipments to the Phil-
lipines via Vancouver and Seattle,
and the westward movement of grain
has already begun. A shortage 1n
the islands is stated to have prompted
the placing of a rush order for ‘the
Albertan . produce by the United
States government.

Land is Real  Issue.

London, Eng., Jan. 10—The Daily Mail
this morning has big headlines pro-
claiming that defence is the dominant
issue. The Liberals naturally are insis-
tent that the Lords veto is the supreme

thought issue.

tonight selected at the Liberal nomina- °

Vancouver, January 5.—Buyers re-°

-_——
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GALT OUTCLASSED BY OTTAW
Ottawa, Jan. 5—The Galt tea

pions of the Ontario Profession:

were defeated here tonight

tawas in the first game

two, by a score of twelve

score about indicates t}

Ontario league chan

lot of school boys ar

be hardly cut of the

Stage fright and the

doubtedly had scme

that, but their great

in which department

it all over them.

which appeared to he

ever Jrefore, notwithst

of Kerr and Taylor,

speedy enough to play

Calt pick-ups, and t

degenerated into a f

ers seldom got withir

of ‘the Ottawa nets

minutas, and instead toc

tl.o gtlleries and ¢}

From all over the

boom ef “shoot”

would pass the 1

advice was ust

circunistances \

esting, the only. redeeminc

the fine individual and con

of tha Ottawa
the crowd.
The crowd at the

as l;n-gt'

sepette, wh

as 1Sua
matches, only ut. tv
ple being present. The 1
greatly disappointed in no

ter game, but a few were

the work of the Ottawas that

got their -disappointment.

Thé Ottawa appeared for the game cls
in their new uniforms~which are a no
elty in the heckey world, the strip
running up and down. Three famon
players of Winnipeg were on hand
view the game, Charlie Holden. Bellam
and Tommy Dunderdale. Lester Patrie
now of Renfrew, TFrank Patrick ar
Fred Taylor were also on hand.

The play was all Ottawas. The Sta
ley Cup holders started with a ru
which carried the Galt team off its fee
and when they got down to earth, th
were beaten. The fans grew ironmic
after the first fifteen minutes, and a
plauded the play of the Galt team wil
ly. The only consolation for theni we
the work of Ottawas and this satisfie
them entirely. Lesueur in goal, Wals
at centre, Stuart at rover were the be
and they appeared in excellent conditior
Mallen at cover surprised the fahs wit
his work. while Bruce Ridpath too
Kerr's” place ,at left wing acceptabl
Manson and Lehman were the pick «
the Galt seven.

The goals' were scored by:

Ottawas—Walsh 6, Shore 2,
Ridpath 1, Lake 1.

Galt—Manson 2, Doherty 1.

The ‘Hne-up was-

Galt
Lehman
Charlton
Marphy
Manson
J." Mallen
Dusome
Dcherty .« Left :

Referee—Russell Bowie, Montreal
judge of play, Duncan Campbell, Mont
real; timers, Norman Irving, Galt, M
Rosenthal, Ottawa. Penalty, Leste
Pafrick, Renfrew; goal umpires, P. Bay
kerville, Ottawa; Kress,

Stuart

Ottawa.

Lesueu

Lak

. K. Malle

Stuar
Centre
Right

1014
Galt.

VEGREVILLE BONSPIEL.
Heather Curling Club of V.
will hold its first annual bonspie)
Inesday and Thursday, Jan. 12t
yd 13th. There are five events on th
card: The Grand Challenge, Merchant
Cup, Prefessional Shield, Consolatioyg
competition and Points competition.

The prize in the Grand Challenge i

the Gordon Cup, presented by Cha
Gordon, Esq. This cup is to be retain
by the club winning it until Nov. 1s
1910. When it must be returned to th
secretary of the Heather Curling Clul
Yegreville.
The Merchant’s cup has been present
ed by the King Edward Hotel, Edmon|
ton, and is to be retained hy the winnin
club until Nov. 1st, 1910.

Four prizes are given in each even
ranging in value from $90 to $5. Nearl
$500. has been expended on prizes, exclu
ive of the two cups and the trophy 1
the Professional Shield competition.

The Grand Challenge draw will b
made at 9 o’clock a.m. sharp, on We«
nesday, Jan. 12.

It is expected that the Edmonton an
Strathcona Curling clubs will be we
represented at the Bonspiel A. C. mer
president of the Capitat City curlin
club will skip a rink in the Gran
Challenge. -

The officers and committees
Heather Curling Club are as follows

Pattons—W. H. White, M.P’., Hon. W
. Cushing, Alex: McRae,
B.C.

President—J. B.

Vice-Presidents—C.
Arthur, M.D.

Sec.-Treas.—Miles MacInnis.

Chaplains—Rev. 1.R. Macdonuld, Rev
G. R. Lang.

Executive—W. T. Clements, ¢
Gordon, H. S. Monkman, M.D., C
Morten, G. W. Walker, M. A. Worth

Bonspiel committees

Fisiance—Wm. McKenzie; Dr. H.
Monkman.

Di‘&\\'b‘ and lTce—C. R.
Walker, A. L. Horton.
Printing—Dr. C. W. I'ield, A. ]

ton. .

Entertainment — Ex-Mayor Clemen
ex-Maybr McNeill, Mayor Goods
the executive of the Curling club.

‘Official umpire—S. Peacock.

Bonspiel -Sec.-Treas

A very handsome program
evénts of the Bonspiel has beer
. from- the Observer Press, V¢
Copier may be had
Treasurer.
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