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THE OPPONENT OF THE H B.

ROUTE.
Thç Winnipeg Telegram ij side- 

etcpping pretty quickly,-these ,ÿ»ys m 
an attempt to get in • line with the 
.rift-ocatea of a Hudson Boy railway. 
It 14 less than a year since tile Tele­
gram declared Hint this road must 
not ,be built unless and until the land 
to be traversed by it was turned over 
to the Province of Manitoba. Now 
the Telegram declares that: “Those 
“who pull against the Hudson Bay 
"route because their interests!be with 
“the St. Lawrence .route are timid 
“folk, and not merely naturally svl- 

fish but totally ignorant of the eon- 
‘‘dltions of the problem," But who 
these tiiqid folk are who pull against 
the. Hudson Bay route through inter­
est in the St. Lawrence route the 
Telegram does hot say. This is quite 
natural, for eucli folk have been con­
spicuously scarce of late. The most 
hopeful sign in connection .with the 
project ia the absence of the hostility 
which the Telegram belabors. Its 
present efforts have therefore much 
the appearance o1 setting up straw 
men that it may demonstrate its en­
thusiasm by knocking thetn down. 
The performance will not be permit­
ted to "deprive the Telegram of the 
distinction of being the only Western 
paper winch has deliberately and per­
sistently opposed the construction of 
the Hudson Bay railway unices and 
until the Roblin Government were 
placed in position to swap favors with 
Mackenzie & Matin for the construc­
tion the road.

we are warranted in judging from, the Surely this is reversing the order 
course of evçnte, ît .Kâd riq source oUi- of thing» that should pertaifi iti the 
er" dr higher than that* of "-partisan Canadian - Parliament For many 
spirit and party purpose/ The Oppo-j years that body must' "be annually 
sition fear an T-ariy. appeal, to the* concerned in projects such as these 
country. At preeytit this would be i —projects whose undertaking "or post- 
disastrous to tfceir fortunes. .It would ponemçnt will mean the advancement 
be still more disabtroue-df the Govern- or delay of tiic national prosperity, 
ment were permitted, to.introduce the m' •-*
Land bUl, the Hi B. railway project, 
and the All-Red project, and to ap­
peal -to -the -country - for an expression 
oi vpinioh bn these, ff the poor
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even.of odetipation are more Ire- lowed to land and the steamship com-

Those, with the review of tile, year's 
work, and provision for the coming 
twelvemonth, will provide Parlia­
ment with a lengthy program for 
each session. It is reasonable to say

quept,
Iii recent years there bis been a 

hopeful awakening oi public interest 
in ’ tint question of railway accidents 
knd an increasing demand tor better 
safeguards for the lives of missengers. 
Tlie statistics certainly indicate that 
the subject deserves attention, and 
nowhere more than in Canada.

chances of our Opposition friends in j that during the earlier weeks of thé 
the elections were "to be betters© at j session' the numbers should conserve 
all’they eokld only 'be tbeflerfd by both time and energy for the new
•riijfrfititttr Ihd fi’rrdh’nitfTv/t'-ttrftffrhniinR Imeln,..,. iL.i- t\ i'ru't rating the progressive programme 
the titiv-einmcnt, has to propose. To 
ihe outsider this is tlie meut reason­
able— indeed the. only éeàeonabtii-—ex­
planation for their’ pergtàtçyl block­
ade of business.

Bitter experience has ' taught the 
gentlemen opposite that the present 
Government, is singularly rich in cre­
ative statesmanship, and that the 
country does not fail to give them 
credit for it. It must be said in be­
half of the Opposition that» if they 
have not accomplished much in flic 
past decade the- Government hove, not; 
left them much to accomplish. Never 
did a Canadian Opposition before en­
counter a series of. Government un­
dertakings .so numerous, so well 
adapted to the country’s heeds and 
ao uniformly and phenomenally suc­
cessful. A - Government more alert 
to detect ap opportunity foi- publié 
betterment, or more ready to turn it 
to account this country never had be­
fore. Naturally the Canadian public 
have given credit where credit was 
due, and have!"rewarded tb'e Govern­
ment's enterprise with ever-growing 
confidence. Of this the Opposition 
have taken note and have apparent­
ly come to .the conclusion tliat the 
only way to stop the growth of the 
Government’s popularity is to'frus­
trate the progressive policy which 
has won the popularity., ,

business that is to come up later. 
t°r if they exhaust them­
selves ahd cohsume the best working 
pionths of the year in matters of tril­
ling an«l sometimes df trivial import­
ance, the country must suffer by theifc 
enforced neglect of things "of greater 
import.

That Parliament as at present .con­
stituted will voluntarily remedy this 
anomaly is- not to.be hoped. The ten­
dency is in the other direction. Al­
ready- wc have reached a stage where 
for every hour seriously spent in the 
transaction of public business four 
are spent in the manufacture of eniri- 
paign literature by a group of Oppo­
sition members struggling frantically 
to obscure t-lieir miserable records and 
to maintain their seats. The remedy 
lies with tlie electors. Let them elim­
inate the Fosters, the Fowlers, the 
Bennetts and the other long-winded 
promoters of 8landersKtliey dare not 
cast into charges. These are the en­
emies of progress, by act "if not ill 
purpose. With them removed Parlia­
ment might rise again to a conception 
of the relative importance oi tniags 
worthy a village council. "

“ASSISTED" IMMIGRATION.

Calgary Herald: “Hon. Frank Oiiv- 
“eï’s statement that '& general he 
“Wfls opposed to any policy of assist- 
"ipg immigration’ is aweeping but 
"sound. The kind of . immigration 
“that has been most generously as­
sisted in recent years has not been; 
"the ldogt desirable, Canada can 
’"attract the finest class of immigrants 
"in the world and would be wise in 
'Sipending" its money to interest those 
“by advertising rather titan in pay- 
"ing the passa'gfes df tin immigrant 
“btwU that, may become, a burden 
"rather than a help to thfe country.”

Th6 Héraid is mistaken in the sup­
position that'fCanadk*'pays; or hclpfe 
td pay tfic passage-of immigrants, 4»:- 
aiiflblc oC .undesirable. In recent 
yealfa this was- done in the . case o! 
epiy.' ope- class—the Dopkhotpril 
Ties re ia .no, suggestion that the prac­
tice ehdtitif be'revived. .

FIGHTING . AGAINST PROGRES- 
SIVE POLICY.

If the sessional expenses were the 
only loss sustained by the country 
through the unnecessary protraction 
of Parliamentary eessieiu this pou Id 
be serious enough. Bui tlie cost oi . ... - , t ^.. - . • . , . gurated the -sooner we will receivetiie pereonuance is of . less consc- , , - , ... ,iu~ the benefits > the longer they are ne-

THE ENEMIES OF PROGRESS.
It is a harsh charge to lay at the 

doors oi any body oi-mgu, but there 
is a deepening,publie conviction-that 
the Federal Opposition stand prepar­
ed to interrupt the course of national 
progress it by so doihg they might 
heps to divert attention from their 
own distressed condition and better 
their chances of re-election. Wheth­
er the conviction as to their purpose 
is correct or not, the judgment ot 
their efforts-(e beyond question ; they 
hâvç constituted themselves a bar­
rier in; the pathway pi the country's 
advancement. , , .

Parliament has now been in eesciod], 
five months. Aeidu from the French 
Treaty practically all the business the 
House has boen jiermilted to transact 
has bsen routine—the review of the 
past year s work and the passing of 
stimates, for, Ihe coming year. All 

this could have been done in a 
month’s strict devotion to lousiness. 
Tho "Other .four months h&vè been 
squandered -ip- talk. But whili: .the 
■talk, went oh there was other business 
oi Vast national concern lfoM up. 
Much of tljat business lias to <lo di­
rectly with thé advancement of the 
country. The Land Bill, the Hudson 
Bay .railway, the All-Bed rOutv, are 
questions which. concern vitally the 
industrial, economic'and social condi­
tions' of the country. The inaugura­
tion of these measures means ad­
vancement; their defeat means stag­
nation. 'i tic earlier- they are inau-

queucc than the delay of public busi­
ness which the waste of time neces­
sarily involves. Parliament has now 
/been in session sinoe November. 
While the bulk of the routine buti­
nes* hag been dealt with, the time 
has for the most part been frittered 
away in an attempt to manufacture 
and distribute Opposition campaign 
literature, at the country’s expense 
and there remain more matters of 
vital.Concern untouched on the "pro­
gramme than thocC that have been 
dealt with.

Among these are the question oi 
Civil service, rdforgg, the Hudson Bay 
railway project, the new Land Bill, 
the rxtetiiion of the -Manitoba boun­
daries, -'and the All-Red project. All 
of these, are subject» of more than 
ordinary importance. Some of them 
are amonÿ* the .most important that 
the Canadian Parliament has .ever 
dealt with. None of them "has been 
touched in a practical way as ‘.yet. 
With the possible" exception of tiie 
dtvil service reform, all . of them 
might before now have been thor­
oughly threshed out, and put into 
exeçutieq."-, fhat -tBy.v hay» -qot. been 
taken up has not been the fault of 
the Government, The work lor the 
session was well prepared and ar-

layed the longer are the benefits de­
nied.

The waste of time means immed­
iately that these matters will not re­
çoive the attention their importance 
demands. The best months bT the 
session are gone. Tlie hot season ap- 
proecheth when no legislator can 
work in Ottawa—when at least they 
steadfastly refuse to do go. Mr. Fos­
ter is authority for the statement that 
the last few weeks oi the session arc 
the hardest on the member. For that 
reason they are the weeks when he 
ia the least qualified to deal with 
subjects of superior importance. 
Wearied with menths of sustained ef­
fort he brings little enthusiasm or 
energy to hi* work, , Yet during those 
weeks he works harder than at any 
other period of the session. A multi­
tude of delayed or neglected details 
crowd into the closing days, details 
Which can be no-, longer delayed or 
neglected however poorly fitted lie 
may be to undertake them.

Yet it is du-riqg .these weary over­
worked days the members must grap­
ple with the outstanding matters trf 
the prêtent session. The result may 
be surmised. Either some ot the pro­
jects must go by tlie board until an­
other year, or they roust receive less

ranged when the House met. The "attention than ought tin be glfcn | Generally both the road-beds and roll-
them. None of them can well be i jng stock of railways on this coutin- 

[laid over, for they are matters of im-jent are unqueetionably inferior to 
intense public-concern; and for tiie j those of British roads. The Scienti- 
[rcason that they are of immense con- flc American finds another cause

in the tendency oi British raihyay 
employee» to remain long in one po­
sition, thus becoming more thorough-

routine business was introduced as 
fast as opportunity offered and push­
ed along as gpèedily as practicable. 
Tliat these new subjects have not also 
been dealt with fe chargeable only to 
the manifest desire oi the Opposition 
to delay matters as riiuch and as long 
as possible.

Why. this determination to prevent 
t|jo despatch oi business? So far ns

feem they ought not No be. rtishcd 
through Parliament without ample 
consideration. Yet thja is the unfor­
tunate choice- which Parliament must 
make, and for whieh the cOUntry 
must stand the less.

In the House of Commons on Mon 
day, F. 1). Monk, Conservative mem­
ber for Jacques Cartier, attacked the 
government's.immigration policy, and 
moved that the system of bonusmg 
be discontinued, conveying the im­
pression that it was responsible for 
t-lic influx of undesirables. He said 
that they must have selected immi­
gration as opposed to indiscriminate 
immigration.

Tlie minister oi the interior replied 
that tin- very intention of the bonus 
was itpo secure a selection of people 
who were assimilable and suited to 
the conditions of the-country. Bonn 
was paid on only faimers, farm labor­
ers, railway construction men, and fe­
male domestic servants; that on the 
very front page of government pamph­
lets was the announcement' that these 
were “tine only people whom the Can­
adian immigration dupartmont advises 
to go to Canada; ami that all others 
should get definite assurance of em­
ployment in Canada before leaving 
home, and have money enough to sup­
port them for a time in case o) disap­
pointment.” The bonus was used to 
attract the moët desirable classes— 
people who vrcrc doing well enough 
where they were and would not leave 
their country, if the superior advau*- 
ages of Canada, from the pecuniary 
point of view, were not put before 
them-by some active, interested ag­
ency. The undesirables came in a 
general stream of unsolicited immigra­
tion, and were the inevitable accom­
paniment of all large movements cf 
people.

Mr. Monk quoted tlie amounts and 
percentages on which bonuses had 
been paid in the different years of the 
present administration.

The minister of the interior said the 
variation and the smallness of the per­
centages upôn which bonuses was paid 
showed that discrimination had been 
exercised "by the immigration officials.

Mr. Monk remarked that, if bonuses 
were paid at ail, they should be paid 
hot to the booking agents, hut to the 
settlers themselves. A newcomer ha l 
an uphill task in the first yearn <>f- 
hia struggle in a new country; and 
he was- tiie person who ought to have 
the money.

The minister cj: the interior replied 
that this would bo assisted immigra­
tion. The Conservative government 
had given bmuses to immigrants, and 
found it a failure- and relinquished 
it. • ' ,i.

Mr, Monk saidyt was hard to deport 
a men, alter lie had once reached Can­
ada and ini migrants ought therefore 
to be examined as to their moral, 
mental and physical fitness before 
they left their own Cvuiitrÿ.

The minister of the interior pointed 
out that under récent régulations no 
inimigrbnta, assisted to come to Can­
ada " ~
iio-iis
Hews-. . h . m
amined in England by Canadian o."- 
x Mr. Monk stated that the. United. 
States iiapqsod a head tax and derived 
a"large revciijiq therefrom. He thought 
Canada,, if .she also imposed a head 
-tax, would get, just- as many desirable 
settlers; and t-hat it would keep out 
undesirables.

The minister of the interior replied 
that the conditions ol the two coun­
tries were entirely dissimilar. i tie 
United States . had large urban Cen­
tres and the existence ot" these, to­
gether with the milder climate, at­
tracted many undesirables of Southern 
Eu rope,-in cities'," who were not likely 
to choooe a refuge in the more rugged 
conditions of an agricultural country 
such as Canada. Then, again, the 
large, United States cities offered 
inducements to a class who were well 
able to atfoixl and ready to pay a 
high head tax. Forty per cent, of the 
immigration into the United States 
would be undesirable immigration for 
Canada.

Mr. Monk insinuated that, as a re­
sult, of bonusiug, many undesirables 
were brought to'Canada from Italy.

The minister of the interior stated 
that the government had not paid 
bonuses on people from Italy since 
1908. ft was at first included in the 
continental countries, in respect or 
immigrants from which the North At­
lantic Trading company was paid bon­
us ; but in the first year of the contract 
Italy was withdrawn from the list; so 
that", in all, bonus was paid on only 
72 Italians.

Mr. Monk pointed out that hundreds 
of .persons, going to the United States 
via Canada, were stopped at, the fron­
tier because they were diseased, vag­
rant, or criminal. There wad' nothing 
t; show that these people did not re­
main in Can/d*.

Tin mniistei of interior replied that 
there yns an arrangement with the 
United States officials whereby such 
rejected immigrants were returned to 
the steamship crmp.'iiiy that brought 
them and taken back to the country 
irdtfi which "they set out.-

Mr. Monk said the country was put 
to the expense by the treatment of 
European and; Asiatic . immigrants 
suffering from trachoma.

Tiie.minister of-the interior replied 
that white- the government maintained 
hospitals ot Quebec, Halifax and St. 
Johns for the treatment of trachoma, 
immigrants suffering from the diseasv 
were not admitted unless there was a 
prospect of an early recovery and the 
patient himself had enough money to 
pay fbr the treatment or the steamship 
company was prepared to defray the 
cost rather than return him to his 
own country. Where the case was sus­
ceptible of an early cure, .the steam­
ship company sometimes preferred to 

ly familiar with their duties than is bear this charge; but, if the patient 
possible to the employers on "this con- hatl not the money or the steamship 
.. . , . . ... . company was not prepared to defray
tingnt where changes of position mid, the C6St M treatment, he was not ai-

•‘TAINTED.’'

A fragment of a sentence in " Le 
Canada, instancing tlie Holt. Geo. E; 
Foster, G. W. Fowler, and XV. n... 
Bennett as “tainted persons who have 
“boodiod in the funds of the Forest- 
"ets,” drew forth from Messrs. Ben- 
het and Fowler, in the House of Uom- 
rndns, last week, Stout denials of any 
connection with that Order or the dis­
posal of its funds. It was to be not­
ed, however, that Mr. Foster, al­
though in his seat, did not rise to 
make any repudiation.

His friends evidently thought it 
was a serious charge, for both .were 
strongly emphatic in tlieir denials.

Mr. Bennett said: “I wish to make 
“this statement without equivocation, 

and fully and roundly : 1 have never 
had any dealings of any kind ot na­
ture with the Independent Order of 

"Fdrasters. 1 am not even, a mem- 
“her of tliai association. Tho state 
"meut contained in this paper, there- 
"fore, is a deliberate untruth."

Mr. Fowler said; “I wish to say the 
“Barae with, respect to myself. 1 have 
“never • had -any dealings ?w4b tlie 
"Independent Order of Foresters, and 
“the statement triade .in- this paper, so 
“tar as I am concerned, ts.au. abso- 
"lutC" lie.”-. ■>

Tlie inference is that it was the 
truth in so far as Mr. Foster is con-, 
cernod, and that for once—although 
generally eo apt to repudiate—«lie had 
to sit still under the dictates of a 
tortufed conscience,

immigrants, assisted to come to van-, 
ada by.. English charitable^ organi-.a- 
tiotis, vt-ere aiiowed to do soJ.unlese ex* 
ficials as tv thei,r fitness. . v

i «X li'nnlonrl l«ir P.nnn/lion- fr •

THE VICTIMS OF THE RAILWAY.

Great Britain has 27.009 miles of 
railway, over which v."6re handled last 
year-1,200,000,000 passengers, duly 53 
of whom were killed- In the United 
States 200,000 miles oi track were tra­
versed by 800,000,000 passengers, 14G 
of them being . killed. Canada lias 
20:000 .miles, over which 32,000,000 
passenger» travelled last year, 70 ol 
whom were killed. The percentages 
figure out approximately: One pas­
senger killed to every 20,000,000 car­
ried on British roads; one to very 
5,250,000 on lAiticd States roads; one 
to every 500,000 on Canadian roads. 
The comparison is the more uniavor- 
able to this continent in that last 
year’s death roll on British railways 
-was unusually long. In 1904 only six 
passengers were killed on British rau- 
ways.

In this there is little ground for 
congratulation of Canadian and Unit­
ed States railway companies. Acci­
denta occur most frequently oil those 
portions of a system where traffic is 
densest; Similarly wc would expect 
to find acqidcnts most numerous m 
the country whose roods carry the 
greatest .number of pastsengete per 
unie—that is, if other things Xvefe 
cqu^l, - That exactly the reverse is 
trhe™ eimplÿ1 means that other things 
are not eqtial. Many Canadian and 
United States roads are. newly built; 
and many more which are not newly 
built remain in little better condition

pany had to take him back. "There 
was :a hospital -on the Pacific eoa§t ; 
but, owing to the "Changed conditions 
in respect d! immigration, the govern­
ment had decided ik>t to give treat­
ment there to any immigrants suffer­
ing from trachoma, biit to exclude 
them on arrival.

Mr. Monk read statistics of the num­
bers of people, who, intending at first 
to settle in Canada, changed tlieir 
minds and .went across the bolder. 
There was nothing to show that the 
Canadian government had not paid 
bonuses on them; and, if it had, it 
was doing so for the benefit’of the 
United States. The United States 
kept a most careful check on ita. im­
migrants, and lie complained that the 
Canadian government did net do like­
wise.

The minister of the interior said 
the information which was available 
to the lion, gentleman was also avail­
able to the, Dominion officials. Tlie 
United States officials at the border 
had an absolute tally of every one who 
went across into their country; and, 
through their assistance» the Dominion 
officials obtained a list of persona pas­
sing out, and, if any of the immigrants 
on whom bonuses had been paid went 
across it was reported to the depart­
ment and the bonus was deducted 
from the next payment to the booking 
agent. The egress of people to the 
United States was no disadvantage. 
They were people, who, coming from 
Europe or Great Britain under some 
misconception'oil Canadian conditions, 
found they were not suited to tlie coun­
try ; and then tried the United States 
which was a safety valve against .dis­
content in and with Canada.

Mr. Monk said the indiscriminate 
bonusiug of agents ip Europe -had not 
been to the advantage of Canada.

The minister oi the interior pointed 
out that the booking agents, who re­
ceived bonuses, were selected by the 
assistant superintendent of immigra­
tion in London; and they received 
payments on only the classes before 
mentioned. Therefore, very effective 
discrimination was used.

Mr. Monk laid stress on the num­
bers out of work in the cities and the 
crimes that were perpetrated by im­
migrants.

The minister of the interior said 
crime was not unknown in 1895; and 
although the population then was 
much smaller there were many more 
out of work. The trade of Canada had 
increased xvith the influx of people; 
and notwithstanding the large numb­
ers tlie country had absorbed there 
was mucli more general employment 
and at higher wages. If they wished 
to have -more prosperity, they must 
have more people—people, of course, 
of the suitable class such as the gov­
ernment was doing its utmost to bring 
in, w|ile being equally energetic in 
keeping out the unsuitable.

Mr. Monk said he believed in a pro­
gressive immigration policy. But the 
settlers muet b° of the right kind, il 
they could not get those of the. right 
kind all atr once, they should wait. 
The country could stand to wait. The 
United States regarddd the flood of 
immigration- to their country as a 
menace. Six millions ' of Canadians 
could not absorb all the elementsithat 
wore coming, in at the. presents rate of 
influx and he deeired such a policy 
as wxmld maintain the Canadian char­
acter of the nation.

Thu minister of the interior said 
the lion, member was diplomatically 
trying to serve two interests. By say­
ing that there must be more immi­
gration he did not dare to say there 
should not be—ho hoped to avoid of­
fending the transportation companies; 
and, by giving the color of support 
to restriction end exclusion, hd hoped 
tb w in the votes of the labor organiza­
tions. -

Mr. Monk had held up the United 
Sfates'as an example of what Canada 
should "do. But, inasmuch as the poli­
cies of tlie two countries were not 
identical tlie inferences drawn from 
that example did not apply. The Un­
ited States policy was simply one of 
exclusion, and, therefore, the United 
Stutea government was at liberty to 
take measures with that end in view. 
But Canada, whose policy was neces­
sarily and by unanimous agreement 
one oi attraction of desirables with 
exclusion of undesirables, was not able 
to take the same measures. Different 
measures were needed to serve différ­
ât ends. When the ends in view were 

identical the measures employed might 
be,identical. Then, again, while hav­
ing one policy for the whole Dominion 
there had to be a variation in the 
methods of application; for the con­
ditions on the Pacific coast were not 
identical with those on the Atlântic 
or those along the United States 
boundary. The policy had to be elastic 
and capable of the use by officials of 
such discrimination as would meet 
the divergence in social, economic and 
national conditions.

! AMENDMENTS TO 
IMMIGRATION ACT

''OUTLOOK IN THE WEST 
WAS NEVER BRIGHTER

NO WOMEN CHOIRS.

In Catholic Churches.—Enforcement 
Of Recent Decree.

Ottawa, April 22.—Some of the local 
Catholic church choirs which had ar­
ranged for ladies to take part in their 
Easter music programs, were obliged 
to dispense with the female voices. 
In one or two cases they were to take 
so prominent a part that the elaborate 
programs practically liad to be can­
celled. When the decree of Pope 
Pina X on church music was issued, 
in which decree it was provided that 
women should not sing at mass and 
certain -éther services of the church, 
the churches were givt-u a certain 
length of time to prepare choirs of 
male voices. . Some of them complied 
with the new regulations many months 
ago, but others continued to have wo­
men in the choirs. The rule is now 
strictly enforced in Ottawa.

LOCKED CASHIER IN VAULT.

Robber» Secured S3,000 In a Kaneas 
Bank.

Coffey ville, Kansas, April 22.—Two men 
robbed the Citizens’ Bank at Chautau­
qua of $3,000 last night.

The men entered the bank at Chau­
tauqua and forced the Cashier C. C. 
Walterhouse and “Del’’ Easley, a busi­
ness man, to go into the vault. The ban­
dits locked them in, secured all the 
currency in sight and escaped into the 
Osage Hills, across the line in Okla­
homa. Four posses are in pursuit, and 
as the roads are muddy it is believed 
the robbers, will lie captured.

Ottawa, April 9—The amendment to 
the Immigration act prepared by the 
minister of the interior to deal with 
tlie subject of immigration exclusion, 
was discussed at length in tlie House 
of Commons on Wednesday afternoon. 
It contained but one paragraph giving 
the governor in council power to for­
bid. by proclamation, tlie landing of 
immigrants conpug from any country 
other than that of their birth or citi­
zenship, and by continuous journey 
and on direct ticket, bought in. tlieir 
own country.

Tlie bill is tlie outcome oi legal pro­
ceedings in Vancouver about a month 
ago.' Nearly 100 Hindus had arrived 
by the Canadian Pacific steamer Mon- 
teagle, and the immigration officers 
ordered them to be taken bank, bill 
the court released Ahem on tire ground 
that the regulation under which their 
exclusion was being carried out was 
not farmed in accordance with the 
terms of the act.

The regulation nr- question had been 
found necessary to deal with Asiatic 
immigration. Any immigrant who be­
comes a public charge withifi two 
years of bis advent is, under tlie Im­
migration act, liable to be sent back; 
and in the case of an immigrant who 
comes by any through route from the 
country of his citizenship, thin can 
easily be done, but, if he does not 
come .by direct ticket, from his own 
country, the steamship company can 
only be compelled to take him bad; 
to tlie country from which it brought 
hint and the authorities there may re­
fuse him admission because he is not 
a Citroen.

Under ordinary circumstances sueli 
eases would be tew and not sufficient­
ly important to warrant a spr-cial pro­
vision in the law, but the circum­
stances cn the Pacific coast are extra­
ordinary. British Columbia is faced 
with the prospect—if not thé certainty 
—that tlie influx of Asiatics will, un­
less checked, become so great that it 
will disturb the economic conditions. 
Vs far as the Chinese are concerned, 
the matter was dealt with by tiie 
Chinese Exclusion act, which imposes 
a $500 tax on all Chinese laborers 
landing; but in the case of Japanese 
and Hindus it lias not been consid­
ered advisable, for reasons of imper­
ial policy, to take such action. Be­
sides, the government of both Japan 
and India have given assurances tliat 
they are willing to co-operate with the 
Canadian government in keeping the 
movehient of their people to Canada 
within bounds. . ;

The governments of' Japan and In­
dia can, of course, only control) tjjeir 
subjects who come direct; àiid, in 
meeting tlie wishes of Canada, they 
may either refuse to allow tlieir sub­
jects to leave for Canada or agree 
with tiie Canadian government that 
they may be excluded on arrival. But, 
if, in the case of the Japanese, they 
go to the Sandwich islands, the Phil­
ippines or Mexico, they, altliough still 
citizens of Japan, become removed 
from tiie jurisdiction of their nativb 
country, and, so far as the authority 
■ol. the Japanese government ia cori- 
cerned, may then go wherever they 
please. The same ia true of the Hin­
dus, who choose to go, as many 
thousands do, in . search ,of, employ­
ment in other eastern dependencies of 
tlie empire, sueli as the Straits Scttle- 
ments.Shanghai and Hong Kong. Once 
they have left the jurisdiction of the 
government of India that government 
can exercise no authority over them 
to prevent them itom coming to Can­
ada; and, as already pointed out, if 
the government- df Canada Wishes t6 
exclude thctii,. it can only require the 
steamship company- to take, them back 
to the'port from which they ,sailed. 
And as tlie Japanese arc not citizens 
of the'Sandwich Islands and the Phil­
ippines, which arc dependencies of 
he United States, or of Mexico, which 

is an independent country, and as the 
Hindus arc not citizeiis of the Straits 
Settlement, Shanghai or Hong Kong, 
which are independent of the govern­
ment of India, the local governments 
in each of these places may refuse to 
receive tlie deported immigrants on 
tlieir return.

Therefore, in order to accomplish 
the purpose of the understanding ex­
isting or proposed with the Japanese 
and Indian governments, the regula­
tion, whieh was under consideration 
in connection with the Mcmteoglc pas­
sengers from Hong Kong, was found 
necessary.

As soon as the British Columbia 
court decided that the regulation was 
not framed in accordance with the act, 
a new regulation to the same effect, 
but so farmed as to meet the objec­
tions of the court and as would make 
it accord with the act, was passed and 
made effective. It was felt, however, 
that in view oi the action of the 
courte and the importance of the ques­
tion, it was desirable tliat the regula­
tion should be specifically authorized 
by parliament, and it was, conse­
quently embodied in the bill, whose 
second reading w-as moved on Tues­
day.

The bill, after passing its second 
reading, was subsequently considered 
in committee. The minister of tlie 
interior’s explanation of its necessity 
and purpose was received by the Op­
position with many and various ob­
jections; and every point raised was 
replied to fully.

At six o’clock, when the House was 
about to rise for the day, the prime 
minister made a special request that 
the bill be passed in order tliat it 
might go to thei.-Senate, and, after 
consideration there, be assented to 
along with other bills, to- which it 
was -hoped to secure tlie Royal Assent 
before the Senate adjourned for the 
Easter holidays'. He gave as his .rea­
son for the request, the -importance of 
the measure to British Columbia.

But, notwithstanding this and tho 
completeness of the discussion, every 
point raised having been dealt with 
by the government, the Opposition re­
fused to consent to the bill passing 
out oi committee that day, and it was, 
therefore, held over for" further con­
sideration on Thursuav.

Says Duncan Ross, M.P. for Yale- 
Cariboo—He Talks of Immigration 
and Voters' Lists and of the Hod- 
gins' Charges.

Winnipeg, April 22—Duncan Ross, 
M.P. for Yaie-Cariboo, who has just 
received a ulianimpue re-nomination 
in his constituency, was in Winnipeg 
yestérday en foute to Ôttawa. When 
seen by a reporter at the Royal Alex­
andra, Mr.- Ross spoke enthusiastic­
ally of tiie prospects in the. West.

“Everything points to a banner year 
in the west,” lie said! “No one can 
cross Alberta, Saskatchewan and Man­
itoba and see the farmers busily en­
gaged in seeding at least one fiionth 
earlier than last year without being 
convinced that with ordinary gorxi 
luck this is going to be a record sea­
son in tiie west. Should this be the 
case the depression of last'season ia 
bound to be offset by tlie most pros­
perous season in our history.”

“How about the political situation 
in British Columbia-?” Mr. Ross was 
asked.

“We have had our difficulties in 
British Columbia,’’ he replied. “The 
Oriental question was a most difficult 
one to meet, but the wise policy of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier has satisfactorily set­
tled the problem and the people of 
British Columbia arc noiv realizing 
that after all it was the only.sensible 
solution. While there has been con­
siderable agitation and many doubts 
even with Liberals, the great majority 
of the people now realize that the set­
tlement made by the Dominion gov­
ernment was the only possible one in 
the circumstances and the government 
is stronger today than ever before.” .

Mr. Ross was also asked for an ex­
pression of opinion regarding thé am­
endments to the Dominion election 
act.

“The members of your local govern­
ment are carrying on a huge game of 
bluff,” he said. “The right of the Do­
minion government to pass such legis­
lation as will ensure a voters* list upon 
which a free expression of opinion of 
the electors can be obtained in con­
nection with federal issues cannot be 
questioned. In Manitoba and in at 
least one district in British Columbia 
the provincial electoral districts do not 
coincide with the federal districts. The 
result is that in such cases there are 
no "lists adapted for federal elections. 
In some instances a federal district 
contains portions of four or five pro­
vincial districts. The only list avail­
able under present conditions ior such 
federal districts is the complété lists 
of these four or, five provincial dis­
tricts. Tho Jesuit is that the. return­
ing officer gets lists aggregating, 15,000 
votes when only soy 7,000 are entitled 
to vote in liis district. If lie attempts 
to make a list for, his district (rom 
the lists provided him he is .arrested 
and persecuted by the officers of tlie 
Roblin government and .the thin red 
line scandal is exploited throughout 
Canada by Conservative politicians. It 
is surely not arguable that in tlie Do­
minion, elections voters’ lists for..-these 
elections should not be prepared and 
that is all tlie amendments to tho 
elections act contemplate.”

As to Major Hodgins.
Mr. Ross was algo asked regarding 

the charges made by Major Hodgins in 
connection with the construetioq of 
the national transcontinental .railway. 
“I have had an opportunity to lock 
into the question,” he sraidj “and if 
any investigation be held it will only 
go to prove Major Hodgins’ incompet­
ence* as a district engineer. The great 
desideratum is to get tiie railway 
Lu.lt. 1. major Hudgins bad'continu­
ed as district engineer, "issuing orders 
ami making 'classification:", while ab­
solutely ignorant of conditions in his 
own division, no progress could have 
been made. There is nothing unusual 
jn a man who has proved a failure 
to attempt to fasten responsibility for 
sueli failure tm someone eisc. If Major 
Hodgins had accepted the advice of 
his best friends he would not have 
called attention to his own ineompet- 
oncy, hut since he is evidently deter­
mined to make trouble lie should bo 
given every possible opportunity to 
demonstrate that, while he, may be 
a good military man, as a district 
engineer in connection with the con­
struction or the national transcontin­
ental railway he proved himself an 
absolute failure.”

Narrow Escape of Bridal Pair.
Buda Pesth, Hungary, April 23.— 

During the honey moon which Count 
and Countess Lasselo Szechenyi (Miss 
Gladys Vanderbilt) are enjoying they 
narrowly escaped dying together. A 
sudden and violent storm capsized 
the boat in which they were, five 
hundred yards from the river bank. 
Although the Countess was in extreme 
danger she remained calm and as­
sisted her husband and the boatman 
in their efforts to save, her and them­
selves.

U.S. Fleet Will Not Stop.
London, April 22.—It has. been de­

cided definitely that the United States 
fleet of battleships will not call at 
any European port on its way home, 
with the exception of certain ports ill 
the Mediterranean where it is neces­
sary to stop for coal. This informa­
tion is conveyed in tlie American reply 
to the invitation extended by Great 
Britain that the fleet come to Eng­
land. •

WILL BANQUET LEMIEUX.
New York, April 22 —The Canadian 

Club of this city will shortly tender 
a banquet to Hou. Rudolphe Le­
mieux.

Railway Commission Meets Again.
Ottawa, April 23.—The reconstituted 

Railway Commission belli its first 
public sitting today. Judge Maybce 
'presiding.' At the opening. Judge 
Maybce announced that henceforward 
the commission will hold regular 
monthly meetings at Ottawa on the 
first Tuesday of each month. In ad­
dition, special sittings will be held 
in Ottawa or elsewhere when needed.

To Reduce Tax Rate.
Belleville, Ont., April 22.—The tax 

rate of this city, fixed two Weeks ago 
at 27 mills, will be reconsidered by 
the council, owing to the fact that the 
city treasurer forgot to tell tlie coun­
cil of one item of $5,000 in the re­
venue account. Thie will reduce tho 
rate to 86>4 n -ills.

CROP BULLETI1 
IS FAVOR;

Report Shows Excellent Outld 
From One-third to One- 

of Seeding Done.

The outlook for a. bunfnor 
west this year is excellent. Eve 
seeding is in progress, ami fr<
50 per cent, of it already complet) 
points show largely, increased 
under cultivation. This, togetbj 
prevailing tine, weather and fj 
conditions of soil, promise ;i rôt 

These statements are dearly- hi 
Jjy’a report of seeding and weatf 
ditions, along the lines of lh«. 
Division of t.hc Canadian I'auifi 
way, compiled by General Supcl 
cut Price from reports from IhJ 
ent station agent*

Grenfell—Seeding now general 
er continues favorable.

Summcrberry -Seeding well mid 
about twenty-five percent, r.heal 

Wolsely—Seed in" in full swing 
er very favorable.

Indian Head—Seeding progress^ 
idly; ground in good conditi 

. weather line.
Qu’Appel le—Seed ing p r< >gressi n 

ly; weather fine.
MncLeod—Seeding general; gn 

first class shape.
Balgonin--'Weather favorable at] 

ing general. Estimated about ii 
cent, of wheat sown.

Pilot Butte — Seeding in p 
ground in good shape.

Begina— About twenty-five per 
erpp sown;.weather favorable.

Grand Coulee—About thirty pel 
finished. Acreage sown willvbe) 
than in previous years.
* Ppnse—Seeding general, soil 
shape and weather exceptionally 

~ -Belie Plainer—"Weather favorabl 
ing in full swing.

Pasqua—Seeding now general ; y 
fine.

Moose Jaw—About forty per 
seeding completed ; ground in gu(]
dit ion .

Kisbey — About thirty-five pci 
seeding done ; weather favorable. 

Seeding Half Over. 
Forget—About forty-five per cen 

,ing? doneweather favorable; 1; 
good shape.

Stoughton—About thirty-five pe: 
of wheat seeding done, weather 

tie ward-—Fifty per cent, of 
finished ; - weather favorable.

C^eelmàn—Weather very favoral 
about fifty per cent of seeding doi 

Fillmore—About thirty-five per 
seeding finished; weather favorabl)

- Tyran—Conditions favorable an 
ing in full swing.

Francis—Seeding general; weatli 
Sedley1— Seeding general ; ground 
ctrllont coiulitidii and weather favi 

K'Vonau—Condition favorable, 
forty per cent, of wheat seeding fi 

Drinkwater—About twenty per c 
s&feditig "finished ; ground in good 
and Weather fimC 

îïouleau'— Ground in best of 
weather fine; about thirty per cent) 
ing completed.

- Wilcox—Seeding general; about 
per ceht.‘ sown; weather fine; coi 
able increase in acreage over last 

Milestone—About twenty-five pe 
wheat sdwn; weather favorable.

Lang3—About fifty per cent, wheal 
weather favorable.

•Yellbw' Grass—About twenty pel 
of seeding completed ; weather fine) 
y - Further Good Reports, 

McTaggart—About fifty per cenl 
seeding finished ; w eather fine.

Weyburn—1Thirty per cenU of 
sown; weather favorable; large in) 
over last year.

Halbrited—About thirty-five per) 
of wheat is sown.

Midale—Thirty-five* per cent, of 
sown; weather fine and dry.

Macoun—Thirty per cent, of f 
done; ground in excellent com 
weather very favorable.

Eslevan—Seeding in full tiding; x| 
or fine. _

Roche Pcrcre- Twenty-five per 
of seeding done; weather fine.

North Portal—Seeding fifteen peij 
done ; w eather, favorable.

. "* Caron—Seeding general; weal her 
Mortlach—About ten per cent, of 

ing done ; weather favorable.
Parkbeg—Seeding will be gcneri 

week.
Chaplin—Seeding has been star’ 
Morse—Weather favorable and 

général.
Herbert—About twenty-five per 

of wheat sown ; weather fine..
Eushlake—Seeding general; we 

fine.
Swift Current—About forty per 

of wheat seeding done; weather favoj 
Seward—Seeding about fifty per 

completed; weather very favorable] 
Gull Lake—Seeding general; we 

favorable.
Seeding Advanced In South.

Maple Greek—Sixty per cent, of 
ing finished ; weather favorable; 
seventy-five per cent, greater a* 
than last year.

Walsh—Seeding general ; weather 
Irvine—About fifty”per cent, of 

ing done; weather warnv and dry.
Medicine Ilat—Seeding progressing 

idly;, about twenty-five per cent, 
conditions favorable.

Uleich en—Seeding general; we 
. fine. ’

Strathmore—Spring w eeding in pn| 
weather hne; fall wheat in good 
tion.
:. Langdon—Considerable seeding 
ground in fine condition; Fall whej 
good shape.

Airdrie—Seeding general ; weatlier| 
Crossfield — Seeding in full 

ground in fine condition; acreage 
sown will be about one third gi| 
than last year; winter wheat in exc| 
condition.

Carstaivs—Seeding in progress; wd| 
fine; fall wheat doing nicely. «

Fine Progress Along C. & E. 
Didsbury—Seeding well under 

weather warm and dry.
Olds—Plowing and seeding in prujJ 

Weather ’favorable.
Bowden—Large part of fall pl<| 

now seeded; weather clear and.
Innisfail—About sixty per cent, i 

done ; weather favorable, 
t Penh old—Seeding has been s 

weather fine; fall wheat looking f
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