MR. R. L. BORDEN.

The
Liberal-Conservative
Platform

As Enunciated at Halifax and Other Places byMr R. L
Borden, Leader of His Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition in the House of Commons.

1. Honest appropriation and expenditure of public
moneys in the public interest.

2. Appointment of public officials under consideration of
capacity and personal character and not of party service
alone.

3. More effective provisions to punish bribery and fraud
at elections, to ensure through publicity as to expenditures
by political organizations, to prevent the accumulation of
campaign funds for corrupt purposes and to prohibit con-
tributions thereto by corporations, contractors and promoters,
to expediate hearing of election petitions and to prevent
collusive arrangements for the withdrawal or compromise
thereof, to provide for a thordugh investigation of ‘corrupt
practices and if necessary to appoint an independent pro-
secuting officer to enforce the laws so amended.

4. A thorough and complete reformation of the laws re-
lating to the Civil Service so that future appointments shall
be made by an independent commission acting upon the re-
port of examiners after competitive examination.

5. Such reform in the selecting of members of the senate

as wilLamake that chamber a-more useful and representative
body.

6. A more careful selection of the sources-from which
immigration shall be sought, & more rigid inspection of
immigrants and the abolition of the bonus system, except
under very special circumstances and for the purpose of
ebtaining particularly desirable classes of settlers.

7. The management and development of the public do-
main (in which are to be included great national franchises)
for the public beunefit and under such conditions that a re-
spectahle proportlon of the increinent of value arising there-
from shall inure to the people.

8. The operation and maunagement of our government
railways by an independent commission, free from partizan
control or interference.

9. Development and improvement of our national water-
ways, the equipment of natiomal ports, the improvement of
transportation facilities and subsequent reduction of freight
rates between the place of production and market, whether

at home or abroad, and the establishment of a thorough
system of cold storage.

10. The re-organization of the present railway com-
mission as a public utilities commission with wider power
and more extended jurisdiction, so as te establish thorough
and effective control over all corporations owning or operat-

ing public utilities or invested with a franchise of a national
character.

11. The establishment after due investigation of a system
of national telegraphs and telephones under conditions which

shall be just to capital already invested in those enterprises:]

12. The improvement of existing postal facilities, es-
pecially in newly developed portlons of the country, and

inauguration, after proper enquiry as to cost of a system of; '

free rural mail delivery.

13. A fiscal policy which will promote the production
within Canada of all useful'articles that can be advantageously
manufactured from or by means of our natural resources,
baving due regard to the interests of the consumer as well as
to the just claims of our wage-earning population.

14. The promotion by negotiation and other constitutional

means of a system of mutual preferential trade within the
empire.

15. The restoration of the public lands to the provinces
of Alberta and Saskatchewan upon fair terms.

16. The unimpared maintenance of all powers of self-
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‘only  water is: available for the
_But ‘the individual {azmer,
mnot undertake to bring water to
his crop. = This is an enterprise re-
quiring - co-operation: - Heice irriga-
tion works are either constructed by
the state or undertaken hy corporate

mntry in the fall of 1905. He .
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ence of the egrnival of graft ex- my shoum ‘obtain 380,000 acres of

(Continued on page 7.)

e

157,

more

for

enterprise.. South of the border ‘the

1ol that olatiorm ;was the following : Mr. Sifton alter the election of 1904

“That in the opinion of this conven- sat down to parcel out ‘his domain
tion the sales of public lands of the ' ~among the ele¢toral barons who had

nection with the development of the !
agricultural belt is similar.. ' The ! Dominion should be °to actual set-,

present government has acted as {tlers only, and not to speculators.”
thongh the quantity o and withis o sOBtend that ki promie sleo
the wheat belt was inexhaustible. As' n completely P
a matter of fact, within three years where is this more clearly demo
t th tside S ¢ strated that™ in the tramsaction
s it T skatchewan Valle
settlement continues there will be :‘n‘:’;“ C?)s the s;ea e e wa.n‘ )
few free homesteads left in thi 2k mpany’s
prairie belt between Winnipeg andy 11 the middle west, between Regina
Edmonton. In view of the fact|asd Prince Albert, there lay._a long
that  the
known that the available Homestead Ceive early settlement. It was re«
land was rapidly coming to an end, garded by some as semi-arid, but Do-
we have criticised them severely for minion = Colonization Agent Speers,
their lavish gemerosity in connection On€ of the best authorities in the
with the public domain. west in his time, believed and said
The criticism -has centred on -three that this belt could support.a thriv-
features of the administration : ing agricultural population. He re-
1st, the lavish issue of serip; 2nd, POrted his belief to the government
the toleration of fake homesteading, 20d requested that he be given an
and 3rd, the sale of homestead land OPPOrfunity to establish an experi-

government must have " streteh -of eountry which did not re-|

to speculators.

HALF BREED SCRIP

The original idea 'af the govern-
ment in issuing ‘scrip to the hali-
breed was to cancel the aboriginal
right to the land. The Indians were
gathered together amnd placed upon
reservations, they became the wards
of the government, but to each half-
breed was given 240 acres of land,
which he might select wherever he
saw fit. Prior to 1896 the Conserva-
tive administration settled practical-
fy all the legitimate half<breed claims
but when - the: Liberal government
came into power they re-opened this
matter and admitted many demands
which  had little valid foundation:
They even went so far ag to give
scrip to many half breeds living in
the United States: Nearly 962,000
acres have thus been granted since
1896.

Thus there fell into the hands of
speculators the right to acquire large
areas of homestead land and many a
tract in the most desirable sections
of the west -today is covered ~with
hali-breed scrip, the present holders
not tilling the land, - but holding it
until that which cost perhaps 50c.
can be sold for $10 an acre.

This is a great drawback to the
bona fide setiler who is forced to go
far from the = railroad, because the
‘and that should have been his is
Yeld by the speculator.

BOGUS HOMESTEADING

We might dwell at some length on
the hardships endured by the home-
steader, who, for the sake of obtain-
ing 160 acres of land, is willing to
perform the settlement duties which
the regulations propose. When he
has worked faithfully for three years
the homesteader is certainly entitled
t6 -become the owner of his land, but
as land has grown - more valuable,
there have been many who desired to
possess it without working for it.
These = have blanketed homesteads
and evaded the performance of their
duties. Thus the development of
large areas have been retarded. The
government has winked at these ab-
uses and their favorites have profit-
ed through their indulgence. During
several years the Conservative op-
position in parliament has taken up
the fight on behalf of the settler. We
have demanded that the government
release the lands illegally held and
should open them to bona fide set-
tlers homesteaders.

We puinted out that 15,000 entries
stood upon the books as unaccounted
for. We showed by reports from Do-
minion land agents, which had been
garbled and suppressed by the gov=
ernment, that these agents realized
the extent of the abuse and demand-
ed their reformation.

The Minister of °the Interior de-
clared that there was no just ground |
for complaint.” We proved the con-
trary, moving a resolution demand-
ing an investigation. The resolution
was voted down, but the west was
with us and finally - the ““Winnipeg
Free Press,’’ the organ of the Liber-
al party;, admitted in its editorial
columns that we were right, publish,
ing this statement: ‘‘In some dis-
tricts the homestead lands are- all
tied. . . . Behind the forms of law
& daring cold-blooded = hold-up and
swindle is being perpetrated.”’ Then,
at last, the government undertook a
partial investigation and an inspec-
tion was made in four agencies and
no less than '1,712 cases discovered
| where homesteads improperly held
[d wn, should be released. Thus was
the right of the settler vindicated.

SASKATCHEWAN VALLEY LAND
DEAL

The Liberal party in 1893 held a
convention at which a platform was
drawn up. It contained many planks
which were presented- to the country
as promises to be fulfilled if a Liber-
al government was returned to pow-~

,condihons under
‘Imds shouid be alienated. He secur-

mental farm to show what could be
done with the land. At that time
Mr. Turiff was land commissioner of
the government. He appears to have
turned a deaf ear to Mr. Speers’ re-
quest. But Mr. Turiff had-a brother-
in-law by the name of ‘Adamson (they
have both since become members of
parliament), and Mr. Adamson form-
ed a syndicate for the purpose of ac-
quiring land in ' the Saskatchewan
Valley. P

First of all the syndicate purchas-
ed from the Qu’Appelle Long Lake
and -Saskatchewan railway their
right to select 800,000 acres of land
Now so long as the government had
been - dealing with it, this railway
company had been compelled to sel-
ect its land from among areas re-
fused by other  railway- companies,
but, no sooner had Mr. Adamson and
his friends purchased the railway’s
right, than it was found that the
area of ‘selection had been altered .so.
as to take in what was left in the
belt. previously reserved for the Man-
itoban North  Western Railw:y
compuy, where there was still av-
ailable much excellent land, so that
it ‘became no longer a diﬁcn}ty to
satisfy the grant. This kind treat-
ment by the government- increased
the value of the railway grant enor-
mously:

NOR WAS THIS ALL

Mr, Adamson's company next pur-
chased from the government (brother
-in-law Mr. Turiff being land Com-
missioner at the time) 250,000 acres,
of intervening homestead land whieh
was sold to them for only $1 an acre
upon settlement. conditions. With the
altered area for selection of their
railway grant and with _the right to
purchase homestead land in 63 town-
ships at $1 an acre, Mr. Adamson’s
company, or as it was called the
Saskatchewan Valley Land Company,
had a concession of great value. They

$10 an acre. Within two years all

lands bought from the government
it is estimated

had been sold and
that the profit of the company on
this transaction reached $1,000,000.
Had the homestead lands not been
sold to the syndicate they could have
Dassed directly into the hands of the
sett As it is the settler has to
pay from $8 to $10 an“acre to the
middleman. . When the Conservative
opposition asked = this govamment
how they could jnstdy ‘such a trans-
action and make it oonfotm with the
principles laid down in their conven-
tion- platiorm = they were silent. It
‘was one more of their rcpudiafred
promises.

: Grumg Leases
Turning. now to an enminaﬂon of
the grazing areas we find. a_ condi~
tion of aflairs by no mm
It has been generally recognised that
the business of ranching £s of a more
or less - temporary ‘character to be
continued so long as the land is not
| required by ‘the settler. = Thus it is

shrinking since upon all sides  the
advance posts of civilisation are en-
croaching upon it. This condition of | of
aflairs was clearly recognised by the
Conservative governmenf “when in
power; and all leasés granted by them
o' ranchers contained a clause per-
mitting the government to revoke the
grazing privilege upon two years’ no-
tice, if the lands were required for
other purposes. 'This law was in
force when-the “Liberals came into
power. It was followed for the nm
two years by their administration.
But Mr. Sifton ' as Minister of the
Interior, had all power placed in bis,
own hands. He gradually acquired
the right to decide the terms and
which  the pﬂblic

proceeded to sell .the land which had night, as it

cost them $1 an acre for from $b to|Montana, 26th May, and is stamped|] 3
as received in Ottawa the following | |-

a !mmedmtely upon application [§
the government granted Brown his{}

that the grazing area is gradualy|pany claimed the lease. : :
“"The whole upshot othemm—'

‘rendered service ~in- conquering the
west af the ballot box.

-In the early months of 1905 eight
grazing leases were granted, to the
friends and- supporters of ﬂle admin-
istration, from which was/ purposely.

leases covered an aggregabe area of
516 square miles, the rental being 2
cents per acre per apnum. ‘

- Let us examinie a few of theseedn-
gessions.  Firsé there was a lease
granted to C. E. Hall for 60,000 ac-
res of grazing lands in the Milk Riv-
er country. This lease almost® im-
mediately passed to the Milk River
Cattle Company, an organisation 'in
which* A. E. Philp, of Brandon, ex-
law partner of Clifford Sifton, is,the
moving spirit. ~ Anofher, the lease to
the ‘Glengarry Ranch. Company; was
issued because its principal sharehol-
der is a Liberal politician of note,
recently nominated in southern Al-
berta as a candidate for the Com-
mons.

OTHER LEASES

Two other leases were also grant-
ed at that time, one to Jim McGre-
gor of Brandon, and the other to A.
E. Hitchcock, of Moose Jaw,
gentlemen closely associated in -elec-
tion matters with the Hon. Clifford
Sifton.. These leases which covered
94,000 acres, were amalgamated un-
der the name of the Gramd. Forks
Cattle Company, and this company
secured the right to purchase 9,400
acres within the leasehold -at $1 an
acre. Mark the history of this lease.
In 190t an English Company, formed
for” the purpose of developing an ir-
rigation scheme,™ found that they
must _buy out Messrs Hitchcock and
McGregor in order to make their en-
terprise a, success. Thus it.was that
the Southem Alperta Land Company
came to pay for  the, p:onerty’and
lease of the Grand Forks Cattle Co. |
the sum of $650,000. Of this amount
$250,000_must be credited to m‘\»
lue of the irrevocable clospd grazing
lease. The land which they had a
few months before purchased at $1i
an acre, with a slight uﬂd}ﬂon mak-
ing it about 10,000 acres in all, was

sold to the compsny for $137,000. By
such transactions.as that the favor-
ed few, permitted by the present ad-
ministration to obtain speeial privi-
leges, become in  conseguence mnltx-
millionaires.

TLE COHPANY .

name of H. P. Brown of-Great Falls
Montana, covering 60,000 acres, just
west of the Bow - and ‘Belly rivers.
The application ‘of  Mr. Brown ap-

‘omitted the ‘‘revocable” clause. The rr

Ameriean govemment has developed
much of the land as a natiohal un-
derteking and has sold it to the far-
mer at cost. We have rather inclin-
ed in this country t6éwards the en-
Couragement of private enterprise.
The excellent irrigation law in force
in Canada was passed in 1894 when
Mr. Daly was Minister of the Inter-
When the act was introduced
that minister stated that it was “to
encourage investment of capital while
protecting the -individual." This prin-

ed to his profit,” but the tiller of ‘the

ciple is sound—the investor s entitl- |

soil should not bhe compelled to pay
an exorbitant = price for the land he
purchases.

ROBINS TRRIGATION .CONTRACT ;
On the lines of Mr. Dalys ma.xim-.
the Conservative - opposition, . during
the session of 1906-7, strongly con-i
demned a transaction put through by

Y
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The “‘Sovereign” hot water system
of heating will add 1 5%to the sell-
ing value.of your property.
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THE GALWAY HORSE AND CAT-

Another lease was taken out in the | =

the present government, known as
i > 2

| FLUE.CLEANING

—o dirty; heart-breaking job«
AND

—a clean, record-brezking job.

THE FLUE DOORS

Situated “ singly ’ over feed door
—on some aces. =

Situated “doubly,” same distance from -
each , same dtstancefrom feed
door—-on "Sunshme :
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Ottawa in  the eouraeotasia‘h

lease. They then undertook fo isecure
payment for the first half yur’s rent

searched diligently
two years for. H. P. Brown,he was
never found during all that time. No
settlers were - permitted . to enter
thereon, a}ttom they peﬂ

the right to do so. No rane

graze his stock vpon W lcm mi

was réserved for H. P. Brown.

concluded that Mr. Brown must be
found or the lease cancelled. Then a.
strange thing happened. A. J. Adam-
son, M.P., called at ﬁomtmt
| the day atht pnﬂanmt ‘had risen,

Adamson was practical om,m

thhayutmdonwhchhh eom-

was this—Adamson, under the name

Wwas given an irrevocaple cleled lease
and was forgiven . aH - the overdue
rent.
the leage for himself. . He was a tim-

chewan. But, having
lease he forwith let it be kmown

‘was for sale to  the highest bidder.
He disposed of - it mmmp A
rancher by the name of-John Cowdry
came to Ottawa in person to obtain
if possible an irrevocable lease. But
'Cowdry was a Conservative and al-
though he importuned the = depart-
ment for six long weeks, his prayer
was_ in vain. He was finally forced |

pearstohnvespedtromﬂon%mto,,

is  dated, Great Falls, |}

But although  they appear fo haveg’\,
for  upwards of[§ ©

uthm@mmtwammm”

At last under criticism, the Depart-|
ment of the Interior appears to havet|

and’ presented a transfer of the lease|
from H. P. Brown to. the Galway |
Houemd Ca.tﬂe Company, of which|

Now Adamson did not want|

bér merchant from northern Saskat-{
acquired - the |

throughout southern Alhrh that it |-

REPNRS KEPT FOR ANY
BIC‘YCLE OR GUN MADE

\Vneels Exchanged Bought or Sold
N’fekle Sllver or Gold Plating

All Sortrof Small Machine Work Done

JAMES_KQD Proprnetor

transtér Adamson had held for mors|

of the Galway Horse and OttthOo St

ed power from the cabinet to grant {to buy from ‘Adamson, Liberal M.P.,
leases from which the irrevokable |the lease which that worthy had no

er. | Among these pledges were tho-e|¢uuse might be cancelled, and by
to aholish the senate, to reduce tax-!which the rancher might be permit-

government which have been conferred upon the provinces
of Canada under the constitution,

ation and expenditure; to cut down ted to purchase at $1 an acre one-
the public debt, all of which have “tenth of his lease-hold.

been broken, But one of the planks Then like William the Oonqueror,

paid a sum exceeding $20,000. 2
Thus it is that Li'bal‘ll members

intention of using, for which Cowdry §

from the west secured <concessions, |

hawktlwmubont heou!tty “"‘\.
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ter-s-A Dxﬂ"etent Ver
.. the Faltof Jericho.
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Lendon, Aug. 19.-Dr. Mos

ter,: chiel rabhi of the Span

Po:fugnese Jews in England
porfed to have discovered reg

: Suﬁaﬂa, & new book of

wm furnishes a noVel versig
fall jo! Jericho, Acdordmg to
legeﬂ account, Joshila was 8
by King, ~Shobach | and hi]

trapped and encircléd by se

of iron, made by the wizards
chanters in the se!;Vice of §
Joshua prayed to God. A 4d
to him; he tied a ltter to i

ahditbo:eamessgetox

" ah,who, with his | tribes,

Jntii?i’ rescue. 'l?xe priest

: =hleq a ttpmpet onQ the
" down; and Joshua &eteat,ed S

m “book mtts with

_ite date ol the erp. of crea

yw 3194 from tlie creati
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the Ark and p




