THE.

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

SESSION, 1870.

Meeting of the Legislatue.

Ox Thuarasday, Mareh 3, 1870, His Honor
the Administrator ot the Government,
Sir Robert [edgson, came down to the
Council Chamber at 3 o'clozk, when he
twas pleased 1o open the Fourth Session
-of the Twenty-third General Ascembly
with the following

SPEECH:

Hr., Presideat and Honorolle Gentlemza

of the Lezishitive Couneil:

Me. Spevker and Gentlemen o
of Asscimblp:

Sthe Houe

I am happy again to meet you in your Legis-
lutive capaeity, ’nd at o time generally sup-
posed fo be most vouvenient fur the perform-
snce of your duties,

During the past summer, this Island was
honored with u visit by our gracious Sover-
eign’s third son, the Prince Arvthur, snd I have
much satisfuction in informing vou, that His
Royal Highness was recelved with unfeigned
demonstrutions of enthusiastic loyulty, and his
vigit will, I am convineed, tend to perpetuate,
in this Colony, the feeling of loyajty :mA attach-
ment to ourdHeloved Queen, and to her augst
family, so unmistakably evineced by all clas<es
on that oceusion.

A visit of Iis Excelleney Sir John Youug,
Baronct, Governor General of British North
America, preceded that of the Prince Arthur,
His Excelloney was accompanied by several
members of iz Cabiner, who availed them-
selves of the opportynity te diseuss, informally,
with members of this Govermment. the subject
of & union of this Island with the Dominion of
Canada.

8inece their return to Ottawa, proposals for
such an Union have been received. 'These pro-
posuls, together with copies of Despatehes from
Her Majesty®s Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, addressed to the Governor General, and
to the Governor of RBritish Columbin, bearing
on the same subject, will he laid before yvou,
and “inasmuch’ as they eonvey in earnest
terms, the matured opinion of Fer Majesty's
Govermuent with reference to the great seheme
ef econfederation.” T bespeak forthem your calm
and delibarate considevation,

some further purchases of Township Lands
have been effected, and I hope, frem communi-
vutions which have been received from certain
absent Smprietors that other Estates may be
aeguired on equitaialc terms. Papers relsting
to these transactions will be laid before you.

I have much pleasure in anuouncing to you,
that Telegraphic Communication has been com-

- pleted in the manner, and to the extent, con-

templated by the Act of last session. The sue-

cess which has attended the establishment of

the lino to Alberton, induces me to divect your

attention fo the necessity of providing similar

:lxc!coa%nw!aﬁon tor the Eastern portion of the
sland.

M. Speakei ved Gentlemen oF the House
of Assenbly: .

The Pablic Aceounts will be submiiifed toyoun.
They exhibit a satisfactory stute of the Revenue
of the past yeay,

‘The estimates {for the current year wiil aise
Le laid before you. They have been framed
with due regurd to economy and the effiviency
of the Public Servies,

M Peesidont aad Honoratle Gestlemen of

the Leaislative Coancii:

My Speoker ond Gentlene ot e House of
Lewembliy:

We have great reavon to be thankiul 1o Divine
Providence for the abundent returns which
have rewarded the labors of our husbandmen
duving the past season,

‘Three years have now elapecd sinee the last
ceneral Industrizl Exhibition was held in this
City,  Convineed of the great advantages which

vesult from the stinmulius thus applied to inven-

tive talent, ax well a3 to the industry of the
mechanie, the munutieturer, and the cultivator
of the soil,—1 suguest the propriety of your or-
canizing @ similur Exhibition, to take place
during the ensuing wutumn,

The rapid growth of our vouity Towns,
whiile it indicates Inercasing wealth and pros-
perity, points also to the necessity of making
«omne provision for their loval Govermment. A
measure, having this objeet in view, will be
submitted for your approval.

The large sums annually dishirsed from the
Treasury for Edueational purposes renders it
desirable to <implify the present eumbrous and
expensive system of paying Teacher< Salaries.
An Act for cffeeting this ohject will be aid be~
fore you.




